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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!
Happy Tuesday Everyone! I hope all of you had 
a wonderful Labor Day Weekend! 

There were several people in NE Ohio that 
mowed third cutting hay last week. Hopefully, 
everyone was able to get their hay baled or 
wrapped before the rain hit. 

Stay safe, and have a great week!
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It’s Time to Prepare for Fall and Winter Feeding 
By: Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/09/02/its-time-to-prepare-for-fall-and-winter-
grazing/#more-9473 
 
 

The summer has flown by and, like it or not, I have to 
start thinking about fall activities that need to be 
accomplished long before winter decides to show up. It 
has not been an easy summer. It seems a lot of time 
was spent trying to catch up on things and either 
dealing with dry periods or trying to get something 
done in between rains. I was reminded recently that 
one of my uncles would say that he prefers a rain 
every Saturday evening. That way, activities could 
resume as scheduled Monday morning and moisture 
would still be enough. Weather will never be that 
predictable, but it would be nice. 

It is the time of year to be thinking about any stockpiled forage that you might want or 
need. I’ve said it before, but if tall fescue has an attribute, it is as winter stockpile. It 
does need to be thought out some, and you will have to do some planning if you want 
quality forage for winter grazing. 
Any tall fescue fields that you plan on stockpiling to use in the winter need to be 
deferred from grazing starting immediately or better yet, last week. You want to be able 
to accumulate as much new fall growth as possible on these fields to create standing 
hay that you can use later. 

Graze, mow or hay the field to even out the stand and hopefully, with moisture, new 
vegetation will start growing if it isn’t already. Apply 30-60 pounds of nitrogen if clover 
isn’t at least 30 percent of the stand. Urea works well as long as moisture is present. 
Judging how much clover is present can be misleading. There always appears to be 
more than there really is. It is best assessed by dry weights, and no, I don’t expect most 
people to do that, but you can visually estimate it. If it appears to occupy about 50 
percent of the stand and a white clover, then you can normally assume that in reality it 
is about 25 percent of the stand. If it is about 50 percent of the stand and a red clover, 
then it is usually close to that percentage. White clovers have a lot more moisture and 
don’t account for as much dry weight as red clover when visually estimating them. 
Carefully graze fields heavy in clover prior to stockpiling to help promote the grass. 

Defer grazing and stockpile at least one acre of tall fescue per 1000-pound live weight 
that you plan to be grazing. Of course, more is better. Tall fescue’s greatest attribute is 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/09/02/its-time-to-prepare-for-fall-and-winter-grazing/#more-9473
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/09/02/its-time-to-prepare-for-fall-and-winter-grazing/#more-9473
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its ability to maintain its nutritional value throughout the winter. During December, 
January and February, tall fescue will really shine; the rest of the time it is only 
somewhat tolerable. Fall-grown tall fescue can average 13 to 18 percent crude protein 
depending on how much nitrogen has been applied to the stand and will maintain good 
nutritional value on up into the spring when new growth starts to appear. I’ve tested lots 
of stockpiled forage (much of it tall fescue) and the lowest value I’ve ever seen with the 
fescue was 11 percent crude protein with 62 percent digestibility, and that was in early 
March right before new growth. At this quality, it is better feed than a lot of hay. The 
ergovaline, the endophyte toxin associated with tall fescue, is usually reduced after a 
hard freeze, so procrastinating on grazing it is a good thing. 

Always good to test forages and feed to make sure it is meeting the nutritional 
requirements of the animals utilizing it. I really wish orchardgrass would hold value like 
this over winter, but it falls apart quite quickly after hard freezes. Most people think that 
ergovaline doesn’t pose a problem in stockpiled fescue because the ergovaline appears 
to concentrate in seed heads and stockpiled fescue is generally vegetative. Livestock 
eat stockpiled fescue better after a couple of hard frosts or freezing conditions. This 
suggests that there is still ergovaline present in infected fescue, reducing intake until 
after freezing conditions. Most studies have found that ergovaline content drops fairly 
fast after mid-December. Sadly, as long as endophyte-infected tall fescue is growing, it 
is probably still producing some ergovaline. I might like long, warm falls, but it can delay 
the ergovaline reduction. An earlier winter or cold weather tends to prompt lower levels 
of ergovaline. So, the best time frame to utilize endophyte-infected tall fescue is 
probably mid to late winter. Ergovaline in hay also reduces over time. I do believe that 
cooler, healthier soils tend to have lower ergovaline content, especially with good 
diversity. 

For now, let the fields used for stockpiling grow. Continue rotating through the rest of 
the pastures like normal, maintaining stop-grazing heights as much as possible. If you 
have corn stalks, hay aftermath or annuals that can be grazed, that may provide you 
more opportunity to defer those stockpiled fields longer and possibly grow even more 
stockpile. Corn stalk fields that are planted to grazable annuals create even more 
opportunity to stockpile and can buy you more growth time and grazing time. If you have 
crop fields close that can be grazed, there are a lot of opportunities, especially when 
these are planted to annuals. High quality forage can be produced in the fall if planted 
early enough. My favorite mix is spring oats, turnips or radish, and cereal rye. The oats 
and brassica come on early and with sufficient moisture can produce a lot of quality 
forage. The cereal rye remains fairly quiet in the background until spring and then it 
kicks in providing the opportunity for some spring grazing or just prime cover to no-till 
into. 
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So, it’s time to be thinking about getting that fall annual mix planted. The earlier it is 
planted, the more potential growth you have. Fall oats are higher in water-soluble 
sugars and have a higher level of total digestible nutrients than spring grown oats and 
produce a lot of quality forage in a short time frame with sufficient moisture. Those oats 
and turnips grow fast under good conditions. Being able to get off pastures for a while in 
the late summer or early fall allows pastures to rest and grow more forage for use later; 
a perfect situation for some stockpiling. 

I’ve been asked about how much space is needed for a winter-feeding area. There are 
several “it depends” involved: soil type, presence of heavy use area, drainage, 
vegetation type, certainly weather, and to a degree the type of feed used. I really hope 
that you don’t need it too much, but it always should be part of your contingency plan. 

I usually plan at least 100 square feet of pad per animal unit. That is often not enough 
depending on the weather and length of time it’s needed. If you can’t clean off the area 
over the period, then quite often, another site or extensions are beneficial. I don’t like 
animals on any site more than 45 days. Concentrated areas will usually be totally 
denuded and can present erosion issues from loss of vegetation. If left on a larger area 
over winter, there are typically less concentrated areas but the entire area is grubbed 
extremely close, especially all new growth as spring approaches. This usually grossly 
retards forage growth and requires a long deferment before grazing again to allow 
desirable species to grow back. The more disturbance, the less likely that will happen 
and thus prickly pigweed, barnyard grass, cocklebur, goose grass, or any weed in 
general will take over. I’d estimate that if the overwintering area is less than 1/4 acre per 
animal unit, severe damage to the forage stand and sod will often occur. A half-acre 
might be better mud wise, depending on the drainage and soils, but the vegetation can 
still be damaged; okay, probably another good topic in the near future. 

Remember, it’s not about maximizing a grazing event, but maximizing a grazing season! 
Keep on grazing! 

 

Herbicide Residue Considerations for Fall Cover Crop 
Establishment 
By: Alyssa Essman and Mark Loux 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-29/herbicide-residue-
considerations-fall-cover-crop-establishment 

 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-29/herbicide-residue-considerations-fall-cover-crop-establishment
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-29/herbicide-residue-considerations-fall-cover-crop-establishment
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Herbicides with residual that are used in corn and soybeans can affect the 
establishment of fall-planted cover crops, and should be taken into account when 
planning cover crop practices and selecting species. Soil characteristics and 
weather also play a role in the persistence of residual herbicides, which can vary 
by field and year. More information is needed on rotational intervals for many cover 
crop species, and this information is often not included on herbicide labels. 
University weed scientists have studied the effect of residual herbicides on some of 
the most popular cover crop species in order to provide this information to growers. 
In general, residual herbicides that control grass weeds can hinder establishment 
of grass cover crop species. Broadleaf cover crop species are most impacted by 
group 2 (ALS inhibitors), 5 (PSII inhibitors), 14 (PPO inhibitors), and 27 (HPPD 
inhibitors) herbicides (Purdue University). 

            A multi-state study found that the general order of sensitivity of cover crops 
to herbicide carryover, from greatest to least sensitive, is:  

• Tillage radish > Austrian winter pea > crimson clover = annual ryegrass > winter 
wheat = winter oats > hairy vetch = cereal rye. 

Soybean herbicides that tended to be most injurious were:  

• Fomesafen, pyroxasulfone, imazethapyr, acetochlor, and sulfentrazone.  

Corn herbicide treatments that were most injurious to cover crops were:  

• Topramezone, mesotrione, clopyralid, isoxaflutole, pyroxasulfone, and nicosulfuron  

(University of Missouri). 

Below is a table of commonly used corn and soybean herbicides, the fall cover 
crops that are safe to plant in rotation, and cover crop species that may be injured 
following these herbicides (Adapted from Lingenfelter D. and Curran W., Penn 
State University). 

  

Herbicide Fall cover crops:  
safe to plant 

Fall cover crops: 
potential for injury 

2,4 - D All grasses 30 days before sensitive broadleaves 
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nicosulfuron/ 
nicosulfuron+ 
rimsulfuron 

Fall cereal grains, 
ryegrass 

Small-seeded legumes*, mustards, 
sorghum 

topramezone 
Wheat, barley, oats, 
rye, and ryegrass after 
3 months 

Many broadleaves are restricted, does 
not have much soil activity 

atrazine Sorghum species 
Cereals, ryegrass, legumes, and 
mustards 

isoxaflutole Fall cereals grains 
Cereals, ryegrass, legumes, and 
mustards 

mesotrione All grasses Small-seeded legumes, mustards 

tembotrione + 
thiencarbazone 

Wheat, triticale, rye 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, 
sorghum 

dicamba All crops 
Only at high rates or less than 120 
days after application 

isoxaflutole + 
thiencarbazone 

Wheat, triticale, rye 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, 
sorghum 

metolachlor Almost anything 
Annual ryegrass or other small-
seeded grasses 

glyphosate All None 

paraquat All None 



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 

 

 

 

6 

thifensulfuron 
No restrictions for 
wheat, barley, and oats 

None with 45-day waiting interval 

acetochlor 
Most crops should be 
fine 

Food or feed residues rather than crop 
injury a concern 

tembotrione 
Cereal grains after 4 
months 

Unknown; small-seeded legumes, 
mustards could be a problem 

glufosinate All 
Food or feed residues rather than crop 
injury a concern 

metribuzin 
Cereal grains and 
ryegrass 

Slight risk for small-seeded legumes 
and mustards 

dimethenamid 
Most crops should be 
fine 

Food or feed residues rather than crop 
injury a concern 

prosulfuron 
Cereal grains and 
sorghum are labeled, 
other grasses 

Small-seeded legumes, mustards 

halosulfuron 
Cereal grains and 
sorghum after 2 mo., 
other grasses 

Small-seeded legumes, mustards 

pendimethalin Cereal grains 
Small-seeded legumes and annual 
ryegrass 

flumetsulam Cereal grains 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, and 
annual ryegrass 

rimsulfuron 
Based on short half-
life, most fall cover 
crops should be OK 

None 
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saflufenacil All None 

simazine Sorghum species 
Cereals, ryegrass, legumes, and 
mustards 

clopyralid All grasses Small-seeded legumes 

pyroxasulfone 
Most crops should be 
fine 

Food or feed residues rather than crop 
injury a concern 

quizalofop Most broadleaves 
All grasses if less than 120 days or at 
high rates 

sulfentrazone Cereals and ryegrass 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, 
sorghum 

chlorimuron Cereals and ryegrass 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, 
sorghum 

cloransulam Wheat, triticale, rye 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, 
sorghum 

imazethapyr 
Wheat, triticale, rye, 
alfalfa, clover 

Oats, sorghum, mustards 

flumetsulam Cereal grains 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, and 
annual ryegrass 

imazamox 
Wheat, triticale, rye, 
alfalfa, clovers 

Slight risk for mustards 

fomesafen Cereal grains 
Small-seeded legumes, mustards, 
sorghum 
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imazaquin Cereal grains Small-seeded legumes, mustards 

clethodim All broadleaves None assuming at least 30 days 

saflufenacil All None 

flumioxazin All grasses Small-seeded legumes and mustards 

            
Cover crops provide a multitude of benefits and their use is becoming an increasingly 
popular practice in Ohio. Including cover crops in rotation with agronomic crops to 
realize these benefits costs time and money. It is important to evaluate the potential  
risk of herbicide residue on the establishment of cover crops in order to ensure 
success. Residual herbicides applied at the time of planting typically interfere with 
cover crop establishment less than those applied POST. Weather can affect the 
persistence of herbicides also, especially rainfall in summer.  The risk of residual 
herbicides affecting cover establishment will be higher in areas that have been dry 
since herbicide application.  Risk will be lower where the herbicide application was 
followed by some wet weather to get herbicide degradation started, compared with an 
application during prolonged dry weather.  One of the least problematic cover crop 
species is cereal rye, which can be successfully established following a late corn or 
soybean harvest, and is tolerant to a most of the most commonly used corn and 
soybean herbicides. Weed control should continue to be the priority in selecting 
herbicides, and cover crop species selection should be based on potential injury and 
goals for the use of cover crops.  The introductory section of the “Weed Control Guide 
for Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois” has some of the same information presented here, and 
OSU weed scientists also summarize this in a 
video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylr0zGnXMfs 
The following resources contain information on residual herbicides and cove crops 
also: 

https://extension.psu.edu/corn-herbicides-and-rotation-to-cover-crops 

https://extension.psu.edu/soybean-herbicides-and-rotation-to-cover-crops 
 
https://ipm.missouri.edu/IPCM/2020/3/coverCropTermination-KB/ 
 
https://ag.purdue.edu/btny/weedscience/Documents/covercropcarryover.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylr0zGnXMfs
https://extension.psu.edu/corn-herbicides-and-rotation-to-cover-crops
https://extension.psu.edu/soybean-herbicides-and-rotation-to-cover-crops
https://ipm.missouri.edu/IPCM/2020/3/coverCropTermination-KB/
https://ag.purdue.edu/btny/weedscience/Documents/covercropcarryover.pdf
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Deadline Approaching for USDA’s Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
By: Farm Service Agency  
Source: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/deadline-
approaching-for-usdas-coronavirus-food-assistance-program 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 28, 2020 –U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the deadline to apply for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) is Sept. 11, 2020. This program 
provides direct relief to producers who faced price declines and additional marketing 
costs due to COVID-19. 

“FSA offers several options for farmers and ranchers to apply for CFAP, including a call 
center where employees can answer your questions and help you get started on your 
application,” said Richard Fordyce, Farm Service Agency administrator. “With only two 
weeks before the deadline, now is the time to check out the resources on our website 
and contact the call center or your local office for your last-minute questions.”  

Over 160 commodities are eligible for CFAP, including certain non-specialty crops, 
livestock, dairy, wool, specialty crops, eggs, aquaculture, and nursery crops and cut 
flowers. All eligible commodities, payment rates, and calculations can be found 
on farmers.gov/cfap. 

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general 
assistance. This is a recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the 
FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center. 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program by the Sept. 11 
deadline: 

• Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap. This allows producers with 
secure USDA login credentials, known as eAuthentication, to certify eligible 
commodities online, digitally sign applications, and submit directly to the local 
USDA Service Center.   

• Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and 
Payment Calculator found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows 
customers to input information specific to their operation to determine estimated 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/deadline-approaching-for-usdas-coronavirus-food-assistance-program
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/deadline-approaching-for-usdas-coronavirus-food-assistance-program
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
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payments and populate the application form, which can be printed, then signed, 
and submitted to their local USDA Service Center.  

• Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually 
completing the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, 
electronically, or by hand delivery to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the 
office may be open for in-person business by appointment. 
Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the status of your local 
office.  

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit 
digitally signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and 
OneSpan. Producers who are interested in digitally signing their applications should 
notify their local service centers when calling to discuss the CFAP application process. 
You can learn more about these solutions at farmers.gov/mydocs.  

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment 
information, can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA 
customers, these documents are likely already on file. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to 
visitors to conduct business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors 
wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any 
other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service 
Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health 
concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. 
Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program 
delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in the 
office, by phone and using online tools. More information can be found 
atfarmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 

https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status
https://www.farmers.gov/mydocs
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/apply
http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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