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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

We’re back to the deep freeze this week! As you can see 
from the picture above we had a great turnout for our first 
Pesticide Applicator Training session of 2018, and we just 
beat the ice! 2018 is also the first year of recertification for 
Fertilizer Applicators, so be sure to check your certification 
to make sure it doesn’t expire this year. 

We have 3 more opportunities in our region for pesticide 
recertification, so be sure to check out those dates at the 
end of our newsletter. We also have classes coming up for 
those who want to obtain a new pesticide license or new 
fertilizer certification. 

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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5 Ways to Kick 2018 into Gear 
By Susan Crowell / editor@farmanddairy.com 
Published on January 4, 2018 
Source: https://www.farmanddairy.com/columns/5-ways-to-kick-2018-into-gear/463912.html 
 
OK, 2017 was a rough year for many farmers, so let’s blast into 2018 with no regrets, no 
whining and no looking back at what was or what might have been. It’s time to move on. 

This is your pep talk. My half-time speech. 

1. Focus on fundamentals 

I was raised in eastern Holmes County where basketball is king. Fundamentals of ball handling 
are pretty much coached from birth. When you play a Hiland basketball team of any age, you 
know you are going to be playing a team with sound fundamental skills. Skills, incidentally, that 
have propelled the girls’ team to five state championships, the boys’ team to three state titles. 

Are you — and your team — rock solid in your fundamentals? Do you have standard 
procedures for employees to follow? Do you practice and coach until you can do these things in 
your sleep safely and correctly? 

Beyond procedures, is your farming plan grounded on sound genetics, soil science and 
livestock nutrition, or do you need to go back to basics? All the bells and whistles in the world 
won’t replace fundamentals. 

And don’t forget, some of the best training you will ever do is mental training. 

2. Be strategic 

It’s no secret (to my family), that I’m competitive. I hate to lose. So when I played a new board 
game, Ticket to Ride, for the first time over the holidays — and lost — I immediately called for a 
rematch. 

The game requires players to build railroad routes between cities and requires strategic thinking 
and tactical decisions that may change during the game. You have to play with the end goal in 
sight, but be flexible to shift if you get a new destination card. 

Farming is like that, too. You have to stay true to your stated goal (you do have one, don’t 
you?), but along that path, be open to strategic opportunities that develop. 

Good reads: 

Better farm management in 30 seconds 

Now is the time for farm budgeting 

https://www.farmanddairy.com/columns/5-ways-to-kick-2018-into-gear/463912.html
https://www.farmanddairy.com/top-stories/better-farm-management-in-30-seconds/290225.html
https://www.farmanddairy.com/columns/now-is-the-time-for-farm-budgeting/454006.html
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Take some time to stop and think 

The key word is “strategic.” Don’t jump at an opportunity that won’t benefit your end game, or 
will distract you or reroute your resources. 

Be aware of trends; ask yourself tough questions; make time to think and plan. 

3. Agility 

Today’s environment, no matter what the industry, demands people who are flexible and 
adaptable. People who are able to think on their feet and adjust quickly. 

Now there are some things on a farm that can’t be changed in midstream or quickly, but a 
flexible mind set is key to agility. 

You can actually prepare and practice to make yourself more flexible. Have you ever heard the 
old saying, “Luck is when opportunity meets preparation?” Never stop learning, and plan for 
different scenarios so you are prepared for when they happen. 

When people work hard and prepare a great deal, when the moment — the opportunity — 
comes, they can be agile and perform without “thinking.” 

4. Breathe 

Don’t try to go through this rough patch alone and don’t keep your worries bottled inside. Talk to 
your family and trusted friends. Look around and find things to be grateful for. Trust me, they’re 
there. 

Also read: 5 tips to recognizing  farm stress 

Laugh at least once a day. Rest and recover. Take 15 minutes and swing by to visit someone 
you haven’t seen for awhile — and don’t forget friends or family in a nursing home or other 
facility. 

Life is more than your farm. 

5. Focus on what you can control 

I’ll never forget the late Blair Porteus telling me about an activity a Coshocton County young 
farm group did back in the 1940s called, “Bury Mr. Worry.” The young farmers literally buried a 
stuffed dummy, which represented the things — the worries — beyond human control that nag 
and distract farm owners. 

“I took that to heart,” Porteus said. That advice is still golden. Worrying about something beyond 
your control isn’t helpful, and is like quicksand, sucking you further down into despair. 

 

https://www.farmanddairy.com/columns/take-some-time-to-stop-and-think/347648.html
https://www.farmanddairy.com/top-stories/5-tips-to-recognize-and-deal-with-farm-stress/392920.html
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Growing Shiitake Mushroom Program 
The Ashtabula County Extension office will be hosting a shitake mushroom growing workshop 
on Thursday, March 15, 2018 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  During this workshop, participants will 
learn the basics of growing shiitake mushrooms at home- including the best species of trees to 
use, log preparation, types of spawn, and inoculation.  After a short classroom discussion, 
participants will drill and inoculate an oak log to take home.  Participants are encouraged to 
bring a cordless drill and a 5/16” diameter bit if they have it, though several will be available to 
share.  The workshop is $25 and space is limited. To register, contact the Ashtabula County 
Extension office at: 440-576-9008.  A complete registration flyer can be obtained at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
Winter road salt, fertilizers turning North American 
waterways increasingly saltier 
Source: 
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=244099&WT.mc_id=USNSF_51&WT.mc_e
v=click 
  
NSF's Long-Term 
Ecological Research (LTER) 
Program site. 
Across North America, 
streams and rivers are 
becoming saltier, thanks to 
road deicers, fertilizers and 
other salty compounds that 
humans indirectly release 
into waterways. At the same 
time, freshwater supplies 
are becoming more alkaline 
or basic, the "opposite" of 
acidic. 
 
Salty, alkaline freshwater 
can create big problems for 
drinking water supplies, 
urban infrastructure and 
natural ecosystems. For example, the well-documented water crisis in Flint, Michigan, occurred 
when the city switched its primary water source to the Flint River in 2014; the river's high salt 
load combined with chemical treatments made the water corrosive and caused lead to leach 
from water pipes. 
 
A new study led by National Science Foundation (NSF)-funded researchers is the first to assess 
long-term changes in freshwater salinity and pH -- a measure of how acidic or alkaline 
something is -- at the continental scale. 

Uncovered salt piles near the NSF Baltimore Long-Term 
Ecological Research site. 

http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=244099&WT.mc_id=USNSF_51&WT.mc_ev=click
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=244099&WT.mc_id=USNSF_51&WT.mc_ev=click
https://www.nsf.gov/news/newsmedia/ENV-discoveries/LTER-discovery-series.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/newsmedia/ENV-discoveries/LTER-discovery-series.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/newsmedia/ENV-discoveries/LTER-discovery-series.jsp
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"Such water quality issues as sewage, wastewater and nutrient loading are being addressed," 
said Tom Torgersen, director of NSF's Water Sustainability and Climate program, which funded 
the research. "But management of water quality impacts remains a challenge because of our 
increasing population, the size of our built infrastructure and other factors." 
 
A half-century of data 
The analysis draws from data recorded at 232 monitoring sites across the country over the past 
50 years and shows significant increases in both salinization and alkalinization. The results also 
suggest a close link between the two properties, with different salt compounds combining to do 
more damage than any one salt could do on its own. 
 
"This research demonstrates the value of long-term data in identifying potential threats to 
valuable freshwater resources," said John Schade, an NSF Long-Term Ecological Research 
program director. "Without such long-term efforts, widespread and significant degradation of 
water quality by human activities would remain unknown. Now we can begin to unravel the 
causes and develop strategies to mitigate potential effects on the environment and public 
health." 
 
The analysis, which is published in this week's issue of the journal Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, has implications for freshwater management and salt regulation 
strategies in the United States, Canada and beyond. Researchers at the University of Maryland 
(UMD), the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies, the University of Connecticut (UConn), the 
University of Virginia and Chatham University co-authored the study. 
 
"We created the term 'Freshwater Salinization Syndrome' because we realized that it's a suite of 
effects on water quality," said Sujay Kaushal, a biogeochemist at UMD and lead author of the 
study. "Many people assume that when you apply salt to roads and other surfaces it just gets 
washed away and disappears. But salt accumulates in soils and groundwater and takes 
decades to get flushed out." 
 
Changes in rivers across the country 
The researchers documented sharp chemical changes in many of the country's major rivers, 
including the Mississippi, Hudson, Potomac, Neuse, Canadian and Chattahoochee rivers. Many 
of these rivers supply drinking water for nearby cities and towns, including some of the most 
densely populated urban centers along the Eastern Seaboard. 
 
According to Kaushal, most freshwater salinization research has focused on sodium chloride, 
better known as table salt, which is also the dominant chemical in road deicers. 
But salt has a much broader definition, encompassing any combination of positively and 
negatively charged ions that dissociate in water. Some of the most common positive ions found 
in salts -- including sodium, calcium, magnesium and potassium -- can have damaging effects 
on freshwater at higher concentrations. 
 
"These 'cocktails' of salts can be more toxic than just one salt, as some ions can displace and 
release other ions from soils and rocks, compounding the problem," said Kaushal. 
"Ecotoxicologists are just beginning to understand this." 
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The study is the first to simultaneously account for multiple salt ions in freshwater across the 
United States and southern Canada. 
 
The results suggest that salt ions, damaging in their own right, are driving up the alkalinity of 
freshwater as well. 
 
Significant increase in salinity 
Over the time period covered by the study, the researchers concluded that 37 percent of the 
drainage area of the contiguous United States experienced a significant increase in salinity. 
Alkalinization, which is influenced by a number of different factors in addition to salinity, 
increased by 90 percent. 
 
"Our study is the first to document a link between increased salinization and alkalinization at the 
continental scale," said scientist and study co-author Gene Likens of the Cary Institute of 
Ecosystem Studies and UConn. "Until now, we didn't fully appreciate the role that different salts 
play in altering the pH of streams and rivers of our country. Salt content and pH are fundamental 
aspects of water chemistry, so these are major changes to the properties of freshwater." 
 
The causes of increased salt in waterways vary from region to region, Kaushal said. 
In the snowy Mid-Atlantic and New England, road salt applied to maintain roadways in winter is 
a primary culprit. In the heavily agricultural Midwest, fertilizers -- particularly those with high 
potassium content -- also make major contributions. In other regions, mining waste and 
weathering of concrete, rocks and soils releases salts into adjacent waterways. 
 
"We found that the pH of some rivers started increasing in the 1950s and '60s -- decades before 
the implementation of acid rain regulations," said Michael Pace, an environmental scientist at 
the University of Virginia and a co-author of the study. "We also observed increased salt 
concentrations in the Southeast, where they don't apply road salts. These surprising trends 
presented a puzzle that our team worked to solve." 
 
In the water-starved desert Southwest, where salt concentrations have historically been very 
high, Kaushal and his colleagues documented an overall decrease in salinity over time. 
The researchers attribute the decrease to a variety of factors, including changes in land and 
water use, coupled with an effort on the part of Western state and local governments to reduce 
salt inputs and improve water resource management strategies. For example, in 1973, the 
seven Western states included in the Colorado River Basin created the Colorado River Basin 
Salinity Control Forum to support salinity control efforts. 
 
New salt pollution management strategies needed 
Kaushal noted that many strategies for managing salt pollution already exist. Evidence suggests 
that brines can be more efficient than granulated salt for deicing roads, yielding the same effect 
with less overall salt input. Pre- salting before a major snow event can also improve results. 
"Not all salts are created equal in terms of their ability to melt ice at certain temperatures," 
Kaushal added. "Choosing the right salt compounds for the right conditions can help melt snow 
and ice more efficiently with less salt input, which would go a long way toward solving the 
problem." 
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Kaushal also said that many Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern cities and states have outdated and 
inefficient salt-spreading equipment that is overdue for an upgrade. 
 
The researchers note similar issues with the application of fertilizers in agricultural settings. In 
many cases, applying the right amount of fertilizer at the right time in the season can help 
reduce the overall output of salts into nearby streams and rivers. 
 
And more careful urban development strategies -- primarily building farther from waterways and 
designing better storm water drainage systems -- can help reduce the amount of salt washed 
away from weathered concrete, the scientists say. 
 
The study co-authors believe there's also a need to monitor and replace aging water pipes 
throughout the country that have been affected by corrosion and scaling, or the buildup of 
mineral deposits and microbial films. Such pipes are particularly vulnerable to saltier, more 
alkaline water, which can increase the release of toxic metals and other contaminants. 
 
"The trends we are seeing show that we need to consider the issue of salt pollution and take it 
seriously," Kaushal said. "These factors are something we need to address to provide safe 
water now and for future generations." 
-NSF- 
 
Not All Corn is Created Equal! 
By Jeff Fisher, OSU Extension Educator, Pike County and Stan Smith, OSU Extension PA, 
Fairfield County 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2018/01/10/not-all-corn-is-created-equal/ 
 
Since the completion of fall harvest it seems 
concerns and questions have been 
circulating throughout Ohio regarding 
varying levels of protein content in corn. In 
fact, corn quality – particularly protein 
content – has been the topic of 
conversation in some parts of the state off 
and on for some years. 
 
As we’ve visited with feed mill operators, 
representatives from feed manufacturers, 
livestock dietitians and others who have had 
reason to test the nutrient levels of corn, 
hearing protein levels varying anywhere 
from nearly 9% down to slightly below 7% 
has been common. A representative from one large feed mill operation near central Ohio said 
they are using 7% as the default for balancing beef cattle rations this year, and used something 
slightly less than that last year. 

Even reported “book” values for crude protein in corn 
vary by as much as 3% 

http://u.osu.edu/beef/2018/01/10/not-all-corn-is-created-equal/
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The first question that comes to mind is, in the absence of a laboratory corn nutrient analysis, 
what default corn protein value do we use when balancing a beef ration? A Google search of 
“corn protein book values” resulted in numbers such as 9.8%, 9.0%, 8% and 8.42%. One source 
suggested simply that corn protein content ranges from 8 to 11%. 
 
The second question that comes to mind is “so what . . . can a crude protein variation of a 
percent or two make much difference?” A look at the revised 8th edition of the National 
Research Council’s (NRC) “Nutrient Requirements of Beef Cattle” suggests it does. 
 
A review of the daily nutrient requirements for an 1120 pound yearling beef animal that would be 
expected to finish at 1,400 pounds shows the need for 2.6 pounds (lbs) of crude protein (CP) to 
attain an average daily gain (ADG) of 3.4 pounds, and 2.8 lbs CP for 4.2 lbs ADG. This 
suggests a reduction in daily CP intake of as little 0.2 lbs would be expected to reduce ADG by 
as much as 0.8 lbs. 
 
If the 1120 lb yearling beef animal referenced above is on a high energy corn based ration it 
could easily be expected to consume 20+/- pounds of corn daily. A variation of only 1% in CP in 
that corn will change the total amount of CP consumed by that animal by 0.2 lbs per day. As 
indicated in the NRC data above, enough to change the ADG of the animal by as much as 0.8 of 
a pound per day. At the same time, feed efficiency will suffer. 
 
Protein supplementation is the most expensive nutrient addition to the diet on a per pound 
basis. Depending on the source, it may cost an additional 14 to 20 cents a day to balance this 
steer’s ration for protein. Performance drives profit and adequate protein is necessary not only 
in the finishing phase , but also in receiving diets where daily protein intake is critical to getting 
calves started on feed and calf health. 
 
Corn varieties are being selected for increased yield, suitability for ethanol production, and early 
maturity to improve dry down. This results in greater selection for starch and less for protein. If 
you raise your own corn for feed,  a discussion with your seed dealer may be necessary to 
identify those varieties that have higher crude protein levels. If we’re feeding beef animals in a 
situation where optimum performance and efficiency is desired, perhaps the time has come that 
we need to be doing a nutrient analysis on our corn and other high energy feeds with the same 
frequency that we test forages! 
 
For details on what might be causing the variations we’re seeing in nutrient content of corn 
across Ohio, see what OSU Extension corn specialist Peter Thomison and Alex Lindsey have to 
say about it in their article, “What accounts for variability in grain protein levels in corn?“ 
 
DICAMBA Luncheon Slated for January 17, 2018 in 
Cortland 
The Trumbull County Extension office will be hosting a Trumbull Crop Lunch on January 17, 
2018 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Trumbull County Ag Center in Cortland, Ohio.  OSU 
Weed Scientist Mark Loux, and Ag Law Professor Peggy Hall will be discussing the current 
research on dicamba, and what updates are currently being addressed at the Ohio Legislature. 

http://u.osu.edu/beef/2018/01/10/what-accounts-for-variability-in-grain-protein-levels-in-corn/
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The cost for the program is $5/person and includes a catered lunch. Pre-registration is required 
for an accurate count for food. To register, call OSU Extension at 330-638-6783.  
 

Fertilizer Re-Certification Options for NE Ohio 
2018 is the first year that Fertilizer Applicator Certificate holders are able to obtain recertification 
credits, and OSU Extension has multiple options for recertification this year to keep you current. 
We are offering 4 traditional sessions in Ashtabula (Jan. 12), Geauga (Feb. 2), Portage (Feb. 9), 
and Trumbull (Mar. 9) counties. These sessions are one-hour long and cost $10/person.  
 
Trumbull County is also offering individualized recertification sessions that will help you develop 
interpret soil test reports and help you customize your fertilizer rates based on the Tri-State 
Fertility recommendations. The cost for the individualized session is $20/person. This session 
would work well if you are not able to attend a traditional session, or if you would like assistance 
developing a fertilizer plan for your farm. For more information about this recertification option, 
call Lee Beers at 330-638-6783.  
 
David’s Weekly News Column  
For Publication in the Jefferson Gazette on January 10 & Ashtabula County Star Beacon on 
January 21 
 
Hello Ashtabula County!  Can you believe that the month of January is already half over? 
January has been chalked full of Extension events and we were so very excited to the response 
to our Women in Agriculture program, Small Farmer College, and pesticide and fertilizer re-
certification workshops.  Over the next two months, we have a variety of programs slated for our 
crop, dairy, beef, and grape producers.  We even have shiitake mushroom and hydrangea 
workshops scheduled!  Be watching this column for more details about these exciting 
workshops. Today, I would like to share details on our sponsorship drive for the 2018 Ag Day 
and share details on the 2018 Ashtabula County Dairy Princess application process. 
 
OSU Extension is pleased to announce that five levels of sponsorships are available for the 
2018 Ashtabula County Ag Day to be held on Friday May 11, 2018 at the Ashtabula County 
fairgrounds.  This program has become a community supported effort as over 300 volunteers 
and donors help to make this day a reality for over 1,000 first graders each year.   The cost of 
this event is nearly $18,000 and without the support of many this program would not be 
possible.  
 
So what is Ag Day all about?  Ag Day is held each May with the goal of educating first graders 
on where their food comes from and to showcase all the different types of agricultural 
commodities which are being grown in Ashtabula County.  During this interactive day, students 
are able to get up close and personal with farm animals, crops, fruits, and vegetables at twelve 
interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  
 
During their day, the students get to learn about dairy cows, sheep, horses, beef cows, goats, 
pigs, alpacas, chickens, ducks, bees, and turkeys.  Each student is also able to make their own 
home-made butter and try their hand at milking a cow.  They also learn how fruits and 
vegetables are processed into foods that we enjoy.   They plant a tomato plant to take home 
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and learn about farm machinery, maple syrup, honey production and about all the different 
crops grown in Ashtabula County. 
 
This year’s event is our seventh consecutive and is coordinated by OSU Extension and the 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau.  We are asking local Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, 
and supporters of Ashtabula County Agriculture to consider being a donor for this year’s event.  
Five levels of sponsorship are available:  Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over; Gold 
Sponsorship - $500 to $999; Silver Sponsorship - $250 to $499; Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to 
$249 and  Friends of Ag Day - $1 to $99.     
 
Sponsorships can be made by mailing your donation to OSU Extension , 39 Wall Street, 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  All donations are tax deductible and checks should be made payable to 
OSU Extension.  More information about becoming a sponsor of the 2018 Ag Day can be 
obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 

 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Dairy Service Unit Board of Directors are pleased to 
announce that applications are now being accepted for the 2018 Ashtabula County’s Dairy 
Princess Program.    This year’s princess will be crowned at the 68th Annual Ashtabula County 
Dairy Banquet on Saturday evening, March 24, 2018 at the Jefferson Community Center located 
at 111 East Jefferson, Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  As part of the competition, each contestant will 
be interviewed by a panel of judges and be required to present a two-minute speech relating to 
the dairy industry or her involvement in dairying.   The new princess will be selected based on 
her interview score in combination with a vote of the dairy producers in attendance at the 
banquet.  Our current princess is Teresa Polchin of New Lyme and she has done a wonderful 
job representing our industry. 
 
Contestants must have a dairy background and reside or work on a milk producing dairy farm or 
have specific interests in dairy, dairy veal, or dairy feeder 4-H or FFA projects.  They must be a 
15-25 year old resident of Ashtabula County. Application forms are now available at the OSU 
Extension office in Jefferson and can be received by calling 440-576-9008.  The application 
deadline for this contest is March 1, 2018. 

****** 
In honor of Martin Luther King Jr week, I would like to share a quote from Dr. King which stated, 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that. Martin Luther King, Jr.”  Have a good and safe day. 

 

Donors Sought for 2018 Ashtabula County Ag Day 
On May 12, 2017 nearly 1,100 members of the class of 2028 descended on the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds to participate in Ashtabula County’s “Ag Day.”   Coordinated by OSU 
Extension and the Ashtabula County Farm Bureau, the primary goal of this event was to 
educate first graders on where their food comes from and to showcase the different types of 
agricultural commodities which are being produced in Ashtabula County.   
 
During this interactive day, students were able to get up close and personal with farm animals, 
crops, fruits, and vegetables at interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  During 
the day, the students:  
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➢ Learned about bees, dairy cows, sheep, horses, beef cows, 
goats, pigs, alpacas, chickens, ducks, and turkeys.   

➢ Made their own home-made butter and tried their hand at milking 
a cow.   

➢ Learned how seeds are planted to give us an array of tasty fruit 
and vegetables and how they are processed into foods that we 
enjoy.   

➢ Learned what type of machinery is used in agriculture.  
➢ Learned the importance of healthy nutrition and exercise.  

 
Ashtabula County’s Ag Day program has become a community supported effort as over 300 
volunteers and donors help to make this day a reality for the students.  The cost of hosting this 
event is nearly $22,000 (both monetary and in-kind) and without the support of many this 
program would not be possible.  We are asking you to considering becoming a donor for 
the 2018 Ag Day which will be held on Friday, May 11, 2018.  We are once again offering 5 
levels of sponsorship: 
 

➢ Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 +r 
➢ Gold Sponsorship -  $500 to $999  
➢ Silver Sponsorship - $250 to $499 

  

➢ Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  
➢ Friends of Ag Day -  $1 to $99 

 

We are asking all Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, and supporters of Ashtabula County 
Agriculture to consider making a donation to help us educate our youth about agriculture.  Your 
gift to this program is 100% tax deductible.  Donors are recognized in a variety of manners (see 
back for more details). If you are interested in helping with this year’s program or would like to 
be a sponsor, please contact Abbey Averill at 440-576-9008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All donations are tax deductible.  Donors are recognized in a variety of manners.  Listed below 
is how your company’s donation will be recognized by the committee and some ideas for 
donation opportunities. 
 
Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 

• Company/Individual name on back of shirt which all volunteers wear. 
• Sign at the 12 interactive stations. 

Yes, I would like to be a sponsor of the 2018 Ag Day! 
Sponsor Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________ 
 
$_______Platinum  $_______Gold     $_______Silver     $_______Bronze    
$_______Friends of Ag Day  
 
_____In-Kind, I can offer the following in-kind support______________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to:  OSU Extension      
Return to:    OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 
For More Information:  440-576-9008 
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• Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
• On sponsorship list for media publication. 
• Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
• Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor three or more classrooms from your local school or help 

sponsor the bus transportation ($3,500 total for busing) or sponsor the “Adventures in Agriculture 
with Chris Clover” coloring book ($1,500). Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over 
$1,000.  For example, an Ag Day lunch box for every student.   

 
Gold Sponsorship - $500 to $999  

• Company/Individual name on back of shirt which all volunteers wear. 
• Sign at all 12 interactive stations. 
• Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
• On sponsorship list for media publication. 
• Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
• Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor two classrooms from your local school or sponsor your local 

school’s busing.  Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $500, provide milk and ice 
cream for each student, sponsor the dwarf cherry tomato plants to be taken home by every 
student or help provide lunch for the over 300 volunteers. Donate reusable Ag Day tote bag for 
each classroom. 

 
Silver Sponsorship -$250 to $499  

• Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
• On sponsorship list for media publication. 
• Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
• Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor a classroom from your local school.  Donate an agricultural 

based-giveaway valued over $250, sponsor the supplies needed for one of the stations (example: 
whipping cream to make the homemade butter), or sponsor the Callie the Cow milking station. 

 
Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  

• Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
• On sponsorship list for media publication. 
• Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
• Ideas for in-kind donation- Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $100.  We can use 

money to purchase program supplies (example: potatoes, carrots, flower pots, soil) for the 12 
interactive stations. 

 
Friends of Ag Day - $1 to $99 

• Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
• On sponsorship list for media publication. 
• Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
• Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor a child to attend- $25.  Donate an agricultural based-

giveaway valued up to $99.  We can use money to purchased program supplies (example: hand 
sanitizers for the 12 interactive stations). 
 

We need over 300 volunteers to help with this program. Your company can provide volunteers 
to be presenters at one of the 12 interactive stations, be a group leader to lead a classroom 
from station to station, or help with safety coordination or in logistics.  Contact Abbey Averill at 
OSU Extension at 440-576-9008 for more details on volunteer opportunities. 
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2017 Ashtabula County Ag Day Sponsors 
 
Platinum Sponsorship  
Bill & Ruth Service Foundation 
Centerra Co-op 
Albert M. Ford Charitable Trust 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau 
OSU Extension-Ashtabula County 
Ashtabula County Fair board 
 
Gold Sponsorship   
Ashtabula County Holstein Club  
Crosswinds Grille at the Lakehouse Inn 
John & Nancy Patterson 
Katherine S. Riedel – Attorney 
Hal & Constance Cooper 
Erie Bank- Dave Bogardus 
Country Doctor Veterinary Clinics in 
Jefferson, Geneva & Conneaut 
Jefferson Garden Club 
Linda Springer 
Red Eagle Distillery 
Western Reserve Animal Clinic 
Wright Farms, LTD 
 
Silver Sponsorship  
Alfa Creek Farms- Boggs Family 
Brian & Abbey Averill 
Ashtabula County Educational Foundation 
Barb Schaab, Ashtabula County Recorder 
Bossy’s Way Inc. 
Cherry Valley Slaughtering & Processing 
COBA Select Sires, Inc. 
Grand River Cellar Winery & Restaurant 
Grand Valley FFA Chapter 
H. Hamilton Farms LLC 
Cassie & Larry Korland 
Marrison Farms 
Bronze Sponsorship  
Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association 
American Legion Post 151 - Conneaut 
Ashtabula Local Food Council 
Arms Trucking Company 
Ashtabula County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
Bissell Maple Farm 
Robin & Debbie Boggs & family 

Bronze Sponsorship (continued) 
Chalet Debonne Vineyards 
Ashtabula Co. Commissioner -Casey 
Kozlowski 
Bortnick Tractor Sales 
Brant’s Apple Orchard 
Countryside Vet Clinic 
Ashtabula Co. Commissioner - JP Ducro IV 
Easton Culligan 
Ferrante Winery 
Honey Hollow Herb Farm 
Brian & Jean Forman 
Tracey L. Housel 
The Jefferson Milling Company 
Jefferson Grange #1311 
Lenox Equipment Company, Inc 
Ohana Farm 
Piper Processing 
Pat & Ralph Pankowski 
Springer Dairy Farm 
Tony & Sue Stocker 
Roll’N B Cowboy Café LLC 
Eddie’s Grill & The Sezon Family 
Sherrie Tersigni 
Dan Whitmire 
 
Friends of Ag Day  
Roger & Shirley Corlett 
Cheryle Chiaramonte 
Covered Bridge Gardens 
Geauga Credit Union Inc. 
Mike & Wendy Gruskiewicz 
Mary Howe 
Kalas Dairy Farm 
Kassay’s Greenhouse 
Manner’s Christmas Tree Farm 
Mechling’s Maple Farm 
Pymatuning Valley Primary PTO Inc 
Pymatuning Valley FFA Chapter 
Saybrook Raiders 4-H Club 
Saybrook Grange #1739 
Sheffield Star Grange #1610 
Tree Tyme Nursery Inc 
Larry & Donniella Winchell 
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Upcoming Extension Program Dates 
 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-
natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Women in Agriculture Programs 
February 17, 2018 
March 17, 2018 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator & Fertilizer Re-certification Sessions 
February 2, 2018 from 8:00 to 12:00 noon in Geauga County 
February 9, 2018 from 10:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Portage County 
March 9, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Trumbull County 
 
Crop Lunch – What’s New with Dicamba 
Trumbull County Extension Office 11:30am – 2pm 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
 
Exploring the Small Farm Dream 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 (SOLD OUT) 
 
2018 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School 
Wednesday February 21, 2018 
 
2018 Winter Beef School (Calving School) 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 
Winter Grape School 
March 2, 2018 
 
Backyard Chickens 
Trumbull County Extension Office 5-7pm 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
 
2018 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 24, 2018 
 
21st Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 
Hydrangea Workshop  
Thursday, April 26, 2018 

http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines
http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines
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David Marrison      Lee Beers 
Ashtabula County Extension Office   Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street      520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047     Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008      330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu     beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu      trumbull.osu.edu 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


 

 

 



	2018 Northeast Ohio Small Farm Workshop  
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to offer the 2018 Northeast Ohio Small 
Farm Workshop for new, existing, and aspiring farm businesses.  This workshop is designed 
to help landowners increase profits from their small acreage.  This program is open to all new 
or aspiring farmers, new rural landowners, small farmers, and farm families looking for new 
ideas.  
 
During this workshop, participants will be challenged to develop realistic expectations for their 
small farm.  Participants will learn how to develop a business plan 
for their operation.  During the workshop, participants will learn 
more about the current opportunities in small-scale farming; how to 
identify the strengths & weaknesses of your farm; how to keep 
records and develop budgets; and how to effectively price & market 
your products to consumers. Learn more about farm insurance, 
governmental assistance, farm taxes, and ways to mitigate risk. 
This workshop will provide the road map for small producers to 
move their hobby to a viable farm business. 
 
Make connections to resources, information and people that will help your farm business 
grow!  The registration fee for this workshop is $25 per person.  This includes a small farmer 
resource notebook, refreshments, and a hearty lunch!  Reservations are requested by Friday, 
January 12, 2018.  Space is limited to the first 35 registrants. We thank The Kellogg 
Insurance Agency for co-sponsoring this event. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Pre-registration is required by January 12, 2018. Registration fee is $25/per person.  Make checks payable 
to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you 
have any questions please call 440-576-9008.  
 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________    
# of Reservations_______________$25 per RSVP  
 
 

 
 

 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Ashtabula County Extension 
Office 

39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 
Registration begins at 8:37 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 



trumbull.osu.edu

Trumbull Crop Lunch 
What’s Going On With Dicamba?

Join us on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 for lunch at the Trumbull County Extension
office to learn about the current status of dicamba use in Ohio. Mark Loux and Peggy Hall
will be joining us via video link to discuss best practices for using a dicamba resistant
soybean program, updates from the ODA, and the Ohio Legislature. Pre-registration is
requested for an accurate count for food. A catered lunch is sponsored by the Trumbull
County Holstein Club.

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: Cut at the dashed line, and mail lower portion with check payable to 
OSU Extension to OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main St. Suite #1, Cortland, OH 44410. 
On-site payment is available, but please call our office to let us know you will be attending so we have 
enough food. Call our office or email Lee Beers (beers.66@osu.edu) with any questions. 330-638-6783

Name: 

Address:

Email:

Phone:

Mark Loux, OSU Weed Scientist 
and

Peggy Hall, Professor of Ag Law

Cost is $5/person - includes lunch, pesticide and CCA 
credits

January 17, 2018
OSU Extension Office
520 West Main Street
Cortland, OH 44410

11:30 – Registration and Lunch
12:00 – Local Update
12:30 – Dicamba Update
2:00 – Adjourn 

Number attending ______ x $5/person = _____________ Enclosed



Fertilizer Applicator Certification Training

Do you apply fertilizer to 50 acres or more for crops that are primarily for sale? If so, you 
are required by Ohio law to attend a training session or take a test to become certified. 
OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties are offering training sessions 
(no test) that will meet all certification requirements. Pre-Registration is required a 
week in advance. Cost for this training session is $35/person and includes training 
materials, and handouts. To register, complete the back portion of this flyer and mail with 
check to the location you plan to attend. Please make checks payable to OSU Extension.

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Wednesday, February 14, 2018
6 – 9 p.m. 
Pre-register by February 7

Trumbull County Ag Center
520 West Main St
Cortland, OH 44410

Monday, March 12, 2018
6– 9 p.m.
Pre-register by March 5

OSU Extension Ashtabula County
39 Wall Street
Jefferson, OH 44047

$35/Person



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

2018 Fertilizer Applicator Training
Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties

Name ______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City __________________  State_____  Zip_________________

Phone ____________________Email  ____________________

Number of People Attending: _________ X $35/person __________

Please make checks payable to: OSU Extension

Please mail to the location you plan to attend. 

OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main Street, Cortland, 
OH 44410

OSU Extension Ashtabula County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 
44047

For questions, contact Lee Beers at 330-638-6783 or by email at 
beers.66@osu.edu
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