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Early soybeans are up in Trumbull County

Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

Planting has been slow going this year, 
but our region has fared better than other 
parts of the state. Despite the scattered 
rains, we’ve been able to get into the 
fields almost every day, at least for a 
little bit, for the last week. With heavy 
rains forecasted for the rest of the week, 
planting will be stalled for several days. 

Keep an eye out for small grain 
diseases, and cereal leaf beetle in the 
next couple of weeks. 

Stay safe out there!
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OSU Extension Ashtabula County is Hiring! 
 
Applications are currently being accepted for the 4-H/ANR Program Assistant position in 
Ashtabula County. This position is located in Jefferson, OH.  
 
Position highlights include, but are not limited to:  
 

• Developing, planning, and assisting in delivering educational programming 
(formal and informal). 

• Collaborating with the Extension educator to market and promote programming 
through social media and other outreach tools. 

• Assisting the educator to build relationships with community partners and help 
work with committees and groups. 

• Working with local and state-level Extension professionals to make resources 
and research available to members of the community. 

• Assisting in identifying community needs and providing information or 
programming to address them. 

• Leading programs consistent with the AA/EEO policy of OSU Extension, the 
outreach arm of CFAES 

 
If you are interested, you can read the full details and apply at the link below. Come join 
our team! 
 
https://osu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/OSUCareers/job/Satellite-
Campus/Extension-Educators-Coordinator-3--4-H-ANR---Ashtabula-
County_R122695-1 
 
May Chill Ahead  
By Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-14/may-chill-ahead  
 
Climate Summary 
May weather often brings much warmer 
temperatures and the first hints of that summer 
humidity from time to time, and this past week 
was no exception. In fact, Ohio has added 
about 200 growing degree day heating units 
over the last two weeks, helping those crops 
that have been planted emerge from the 
ground. However, the weather pattern so far in 
May has limited the average suitable fieldwork 
days across the Buckeye State to just 1-3 days 

https://osu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/OSUCareers/job/Satellite-Campus/Extension-Educators-Coordinator-3--4-H-ANR---Ashtabula-County_R122695-1
https://osu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/OSUCareers/job/Satellite-Campus/Extension-Educators-Coordinator-3--4-H-ANR---Ashtabula-County_R122695-1
https://osu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/OSUCareers/job/Satellite-Campus/Extension-Educators-Coordinator-3--4-H-ANR---Ashtabula-County_R122695-1
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-14/may-chill-ahead
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per week. With systems moving in 
every couple of days, the ground has 
remained fairly saturated despite 
warmer temperatures. Precipitation 
for the last seven days varied 
considerably across Ohio (Figure 
1).  Many counties in the east and far 
southwest only saw 0.25-0.5 inch, 
while pockets of 2-4 inches occurred 
in places near Findlay and Zaneville. 
Severe weather was prevalent as 
well, with reports of baseball sized 
hail (2.5 inches in diameter) in 
Highland County. For the latest up-to-
date conditions, seasonal outlooks, 
and monthly climate summaries, 
please visit the State Climate Office 
of Ohio. 
 
Weather Forecast  
Although we started the week off with 
another beautiful Monday, our next 
weather maker will make its presence known for much of the upcoming week. 
Periods of showers and a few storms are likely for Tuesday through Thursday. 
Temperatures will fall as well, with mostly 60s for highs on Tuesday, followed by 
50s on Wednesday and Thursday. These temperatures will be about 15 degrees 
below average for this time of year. Much of Ohio will see 0.5-1 inch of rain over 
the next seven days, but locally heavier amounts are possible where thunderstorms 
occur. A few lingering showers are possible on Friday, with drier and warmer 
temperatures expected for the weekend. The National Weather Serviceis currently 
forecasting 0.5-1 inch of rain for the bulk of Ohio, with 1-2” possible in northeast 
and southwest Ohio (Figure 2).  
 

Figure 1: Total precipitation (inches) 
over the last seven days, ending at 2 
pm EDT Monday May 19, 2025. 
Figure courtesty of the Ohio River 
Forecast Center in Wilmington, Ohio. 

https://climate.osu.edu/
https://climate.osu.edu/
https://www.weather.gov/iln/SelfBriefing
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Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the National Weather Service for 8pm May 19 
- 26, 2025. 
 
The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall 
Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show strong probabilities 
toward of cooler than normal temperatures with near normal precipitation (Figure 
3). Climate averages include a high-temperature range of 74-78°F, a low-
temperature range of 52-57°F, and weekly total precipitation of 0.90-1.15 inches.  

 
 
Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 6-10 Day Outlook valid for May 27 – June 2, 
2025, for left) temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability 
of below, normal, or above normal conditions 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Head Scab Risk Update 
By Stephanie Karhoff, Laura Lindsey, and Pierce Paul 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-14/head-scab-risk-
update  
 
Thanks to recent rainfall, head scab risk 
remains moderate-to-high in central and 
southern Ohio, for wheat flowering today 
and later this week, while the remainder 
of the state is at medium-risk for 
infection (Figure 1). These risk estimates 
were generated by The Fusarium Risk 
Tool available 
at https://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/. This 
tool uses temperature, rainfall, and 
relative humidity to estimate the risk of 
infection by Fusarium graminearum that 
causes Fusarium head blight or head 
scab in wheat. The fungus also 
produces the mycotoxin deoxynivalenol (DON) or vomitoxin. Keep in mind, the 
estimate shown in the map is applicable to fields flowering today if a susceptible 
variety is planted. You should check the tool periodically as more fields begin to 
flower to see if the risk changes. 

 
Figure 1. Fusarium Risk Assessment Tool Ohio map generated on May 19, 2025. 
Red = high risk, Orange = medium risk, and Yellow = low risk for Fusarium head 
blight. 
 

Head scab of wheat. Image credit: 
Curtis Young. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-14/head-scab-risk-update
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-14/head-scab-risk-update
https://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/
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Fungicide applications to reduce head scab development and DON contamination 
should be made at early flowering (Feekes 10.5.1) when yellow anthers are seen at 
the center of the wheat spike (Figure 2). (Wheat flowering stage 
video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEJrX6UqF_E&list=PLYlh_BdeqniJ8oD8
TnyGhQHRd96ptV0Yt&index=5) However, applications delayed 4 days after initial 
flowering can still 
suppress head scab and 
DON.Be sure to select a 
triazole-based fungicide 
and follow all product 
label instructions.  
 
Fungicides with a ‘good’ 
efficacy rating based on 
multi-state fungicide 
trials, include Proline 480 
SC, Prosaro 421 SC, 
Sphaerex, Miravis Ace 
SE, and Prosaro Pro SC. 
Access the complete 
wheat fungicide efficacy 
chart provided by the 
Crop Protection Network 
at https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-
wheat-diseases.  
 
Lep Monitoring Network – Black Cutworm and True 
Armyworm Update # 4 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-14/lep-
monitoring-network-–-black-cutworm-and-true-armyworm-update-4  
 
We are in our fourth week of monitoring for black cutworm (BCW) and true 
armyworm (AMW) across Ohio. We had some warm days over the past week and 
our moth numbers are still high in a number of counties, with the majority of high 
numbers in the northwest part of the state. Read below for more specific 
information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure	2.	Wheat	head	flowering. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEJrX6UqF_E&list=PLYlh_BdeqniJ8oD8TnyGhQHRd96ptV0Yt&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEJrX6UqF_E&list=PLYlh_BdeqniJ8oD8TnyGhQHRd96ptV0Yt&index=5
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-wheat-diseases
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-wheat-diseases
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Black cutworm 
A number of counties are still 
reporting high trap numbers for 
BCW. Over the past week our team 
has monitored 52 traps in 21 
counties. Our overall statewide 
average was down this past week to 
7.9 (it was 11.0 last week), and with 
the upcoming cold weather, it will 
likely continue to decrease. We 
recommend monitoring fields until 
plants reach the v6 growth stage, 
especially in counties that have had 
averages of 7 moths or more per 
week. This week those counties 
include Allen, Hardin, Henry, Lucas, 
Madison, Muskingum, Van Wert and 
Wood (Figure 1). 
For more information on how to 
scout BCW please 

visit: https://aginsects.osu.edu/sites/aginsects/files/imce/ENT_35_14 BCW.pdf 
 
True Armyworm 
We also monitored 50 traps in 21 counties for AMW moths (Figure 2). We are still 
seeing AMW, but it seems to be in fewer counties across Ohio compared to BCW. 
Our overall statewide average stayed consistent this week at 3.8 moths (slightly 
higher than last weeks average of 3.2). Similar to last week, only 3 counties 

Figure 1. Average black cutworm 
(BCW) moths captured from May 
12th to May 18th. The bold number on 
the left indicates the average moth 
count for the week, followed by the 
standard number on the right which 
indicates the total traps set up in that 
county.  
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reported an average of 7 moths or more and those counties include Henry, Van 
Wert and Wood (the same counties as 
last week).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
USDA to Open General and Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program Enrollment for 2025 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced several Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) enrollment opportunities for agricultural producers and 
landowners. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for both the 
General and Continuous CRP beginning today through June 6, 2025.   
 
CRP, USDA’s flagship conservation program, celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. 
For four decades, CRP has provided financial and technical support to agricultural 
producers and landowners who place unproductive or marginal cropland under contract 
for 10-15 years and who agree to voluntarily convert the land to beneficial vegetative 
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and support wildlife habitat. The 
American Relief Act, 2025, extended provisions for CRP through Sept. 30, 2025.  
 
“With 1.8 million acres available for all CRP enrollment this fiscal year, we are very 
aware that we are bumping up against the statutory 27-million-acre statutory cap,” said 
FSA Administrator Bill Beam. “Now more than ever, it’s important that the acres offered 
by landowners and those approved by USDA address our most critical natural resource 
concerns. With the limited number of acres that we have available, we’re not 
necessarily looking for the most acres offered but instead prioritizing mindful 

Figure 2. Average true armyworm 
(AMW) moths captured from May 
12th to May 18th. The bold number 
indicates the average moth count for 
the week, and the standard number 
in parentheses is the total number of 
traps set in that county.  
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conservation efforts to ensure we maximize the return on our investment from both a 
conservation and economic perspective.”       
 
General CRP (Signup 64)    
Agricultural producers and landowners submit offers for General CRP through a 
competitive bid process. Offers are ranked and scored, by FSA, using nationally 
established environmental benefits criteria. USDA will announce accepted offers once 
ranking and scoring for all offers is completed. In addition to annual rental payments, 
approved General CRP participants may also be eligible for cost-share assistance to 
establish long-term, resource-conserving vegetative cover.   
 
Continuous CRP (Signup 63)  
Unlike General CRP, Continuous CRP offers are not subject to a competitive bid 
process. To ensure enrolled acres do not exceed the current statutory cap of 27 million 
acres, FSA is accepting Continuous CRP offers on a first-come, first-served basis 
through June 6. However, should allotted CRP acreage remain available following the 
June 6 deadline, FSA will accept continuous CRP offers from interested landowners 
through July 31, 2025, and may be subsequently considered for acceptance, in batches, 
if it’s determined that the offered acres support USDA’s conservation priorities.   
 
Continuous CRP participants voluntarily offer environmentally sensitive lands, typically 
smaller parcels than offered through General CRP including wetlands, riparian buffers, 
and varying wildlife habitats. In return, they receive annual rental payments and cost-
share assistance to establish long-term, resource-conserving vegetative cover.   
 
Continuous CRP enrollment options include:   

• State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement Initiative: Restores vital habitat in order to 
meet high-priority state wildlife conservation goals.  

• Highly Erodible Land Initiative: Producers and landowners can enroll in CRP to 
establish long-term cover on highly erodible cropland that has a weighted 
erodibility index greater than or equal to 20.  

• Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) Initiative: Prioritizes water quality 
practices on the land that, if enrolled, will help reduce sediment loadings, nutrient 
loadings, and harmful algal blooms. The vegetative covers also contribute to 
increased wildlife populations.    

• CLEAR30 (a component of the CLEAR Initiative): Offers additional incentives for 
water quality practice adoption and can be accessed in 30-year contracts.   

• Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program: Addresses high priority 
conservation objectives of states and Tribal governments on agricultural lands in 
specific geographic areas.   

 
Grassland and Expiring CRP Acres  
FSA will announce dates for Grassland CRP signup in the near future.   
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Additionally, landowners with acres enrolled in CRP set to expire Sept. 30, 2025, can 
offer acres for re-enrollment beginning today. A producer can offer to enroll new acres 
into CRP and also offer to re-enroll any acres expiring Sept. 30, 2025.  
 
For more information on CRP participant and land eligibility, approved conservation 
practices and detailed program fact sheets, visit FSA’s CRP webpage.   
 
More Information    
Interested producers should apply through the FSA at their local USDA Service Center.  
Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. Originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and 
potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production, the 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic 
benefits.      
 
FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in, improve, 
protect and expand their agricultural operations through the delivery of agricultural 
programs for all Americans. FSA implements agricultural policy, administers credit and 
loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity, disaster recovery and 
marketing programs through a national network of state and county offices and locally 
elected county committees. For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 
How Ohio’s Proposed Pesticide Rules Could Affect 
Teens Working on Farms 
By: Jeffrey K. Lewis, Esq.,  
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/proposed-pesticide-rules-could-affect-teens  
 
 
On April 9, 2025, the Ohio House of 
Representatives passed its version of 
the state’s biennial budget, also known 
as House Bill 96, which introduces 
substantial revisions to Ohio’s pesticide 
application laws. These updates aim to 
bring the state into closer alignment 
with current federal regulations and 
carry significant implications—
particularly for family farms that involve 
youth workers. As the school year ends 
and more minors begin working regularly on farms, the timing of these proposed 
changes raises concerns about how they may limit the roles young people can 
legally perform—especially when it comes to pesticide-related tasks.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Fconservation-reserve-program&data=05%7C02%7CBrooke.DeCubellis%40usda.gov%7C8e2f0ae81a564e48b05908dd8ee98f3d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638823855979876190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=48GIfppzCnXNh8cJ5IFxID5Aqyh3570wuTY0gXv6YOM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBrooke.DeCubellis%40usda.gov%7C8e2f0ae81a564e48b05908dd8ee98f3d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638823855979902246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bACwdSCKjVG4cUBQPwQSyMpG2%2FwSZHXL%2Bhh4YIM6x%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/proposed-pesticide-rules-could-affect-teens
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Changes on the Horizon? 
One of the most notable changes is the proposed restriction that only licensed 
commercial or private pesticide applicators may “use” Restricted Use Pesticides 
(“RUPs”). This would eliminate the previous allowance for trained service persons, 
immediate family members, or employees to apply RUPs under the direct 
supervision of a licensed applicator. 
 
Additionally, House Bill 96 expands the definition of “use” of RUPs to include not 
only the act of application but also: 

• Pre-application activities such as mixing and loading; 
• The application itself, performed by a licensed commercial or private 

applicator; 
• Other pesticide-related tasks, including transporting or storing opened 

containers, cleaning equipment, and disposing of leftover pesticides, spray 
mixtures, rinse water, containers, or any materials containing pesticides. 

 
The bill makes clear that no individual may use RUPs unless they are properly 
licensed under Ohio law, reinforcing the importance of formal certification for 
anyone involved in pesticide handling. 
 
What Does this Mean for Youth on the Farm? 
Under current Ohio law, immediate family members—including minors—are 
permitted to apply RUPs as long as they are under the direct supervision of a 
licensed applicator. For years, agricultural families have relied on this exemption to 
allow youth to assist with farm duties involving pesticide use. However, the 
proposed changes in House Bill 96 would eliminate this exception by requiring that 
anyone handling RUPs be individually licensed. Because Ohio law mandates that 
pesticide applicators be at least 18 years old, minors would no longer be permitted 
to perform any pesticide-related tasks, even under direct supervision. Of course, 
this provision is not just geared toward youth on the farm—it also affects 
employees and trained service persons who previously operated under a licensed 
applicator’s supervision. If the proposed changes go through, a violation of the law 
could result in significant civil penalties.  
 
Given the proposed changes in House Bill 96, it’s an appropriate time to take a 
broader look at the full range of youth labor regulations that apply to farm work. 
While pesticide use is just one area impacted by legal restrictions, there are 
numerous federal and state laws that govern what tasks minors can perform, what 
equipment they can operate, and how many hours they can legally work—
especially during the school year versus summer months. These rules can vary 
based on the age of the minor and their relationship to the farm owner. With 
regulatory changes potentially tightening in one area, it’s essential for farm families 
and employers to ensure they are in compliance across the board to avoid 
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penalties and ensure safe, lawful participation of youth in agricultural work. Read 
more about employing youth on the farm here.  
 
Next Steps 
Farm families and employers should begin preparing for the upcoming changes to 
Ohio’s pesticide rules. While these changes aren't law yet—they won’t take effect 
until the Governor signs the bill—they are needed to align Ohio’s regulations with 
federal law. If Ohio wants to keep its authority to enforce the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act ("FIFRA"), these updates are a forgone conclusion. 
To review the specific pesticide-related provisions in House Bill 96, begin on page 
903 of the bill text. Alternatively, for an overview of the proposed budget and 
potential changes, you can consult the summary prepared by the Ohio Legislative 
Service Commission. 
	
Cover crops may not be solution for both crop yield, 
carbon sequestration 
Source: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/05/250519131556.htm  
 
People have assumed climate change solutions that sequester carbon from the air into 
soils will also benefit crop yields. 
 
But a new study from Cornell University finds that most regenerative farming practices 
to build soil organic carbon -- such as planting cover crops, leaving stems and leaves on 
the ground and not tilling -- actually reduce yields in many situations. 
 
The computer model analysis showed that global adoption of such practices to improve 
soil health can benefit either greenhouse gas mitigation or crop yields but rarely both. 
 
The predictions will help farmers, policymakers and sustainability professionals mix and 
match optimal management plans based on location, as different practices will work 
better or worse depending on local conditions. For example, the model predicted that 
climate mitigation and improved yields had the best chance of occurring together when 
grains are planted, especially in soils with high clay content or that have limited 
nutrients. 
 
"For the first time, we can have contextualized information about how farmers can 
choose the optimal mix of practices that meet their needs to maintain crop yields while 
also providing climate change mitigation," said Dominic Woolf, senior research 
associate in the School of Integrative Plant Science, Soil and Crop Sciences Section, in 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University. 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/LawBulletins/YouthLaborLawBulletinJune2021.pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_136/legislation/hb96/02_PH/pdf/
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_136/legislation/hb96/02_PH/pdf/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/download?key=25102
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/download?key=25102
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/05/250519131556.htm
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Woolf is principal investigator of the project and senior author of the study published 
May 19 in Nature Climate Change. Shelby McClelland, a postdoctoral researcher at 
New York University's Department of Environmental Studies, formerly in Woolf's lab at 
Cornell, is the paper's first author. 
 
For farmers, climate mitigation strategies include cover crops that are planted and left in 
place. Cover crops benefit farms by adding soil organic carbon (carbon from organic 
matter in soils), improving soil health, reducing soil erosion, cycling nutrients and 
converting nitrogen to forms usable by plants (when legumes are planted). They also 
offer off-farm benefits of protecting surface water quality and mitigating climate change, 
by pulling carbon from the air for growing steams, leaves and roots, and sequestering it 
from being released back into the atmosphere. Other practices, such as eliminating 
tillage, reduce erosion, limit soil carbon losses and disruption of soil structure. 
 
The global computer model compared soil organic carbon changes, greenhouse gas 
release and yield outcomes of cropland climate mitigation practices with conventional 
cropland management. The researchers simulated a set of scenarios through the end of 
the century, including various combinations of four common management practices: 
planting grass cover crops, planting legume cover crops, zero-tillage, and leaving crop 
residues in fields. 
 
The analysis showed that grass cover crops combined with no tilling led to the highest 
potential for limiting greenhouse gasses, but were the worst for crop yields. Legume 
cover crops with no tilling provided higher crop yields but close to 70% lower climate 
benefits. Reduced yields were found to be most likely in drier climates where cover 
crops compete for available water. Also, in some regions, these climate mitigation 
practices led to higher greenhouse gas emissions than conventional farming due to 
increased soil nitrous oxide, which is 273 times more potent as a greenhouse gas than 
CO2. 
 
"We found a strong synergy in many locations between cover cropping and conducting 
no till," McClelland said. "If you do both those practices together, in many cases, that 
allows you to increase soil organic carbon much faster than individual practices alone, 
which offsets negative effects from things like nitrous oxide emissions," she said. 
Lowering nitrogen inputs into soil may also help address nitrous oxide emissions. 
 
The authors found that in order to maintain crop yields to feed a growing global 
population, the maximum greenhouse gas mitigation through 2100 would be about 85% 
lower than if yields were not considered and farming practices centered around optimal 
climate mitigation strategies. "So tradeoffs have a massive impact in terms of what's 
achievable at the global scale," Woolf said. 
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Co-authors include researchers from The Nature Conservancy, the Environmental 
Defense Fund, Colorado State University, and the Woodwell Climate Research Center. 
The research was funded by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, a U.S. 
Forest Service contract through an interagency agreement with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Nature Conservancy, the Environmental Defense Fund, the 
Bezos Earth Fund, King Philanthropies, and Arcadia, a charitable fund. 
 
Lee’s Monthly News Column 
 
Hello Trumbull County! The warm and sunny weather has really pushed the growing 
season along and many are working to prepare their gardens. When it comes time to 
plant, it is easy to get in a rush and forget gardening basics. Below are a few tips and 
reminders to set your garden off right this year.  
 
Be patient. With nice weather it can be tempting to plant all of your garden at once, but 
for most crops you should ideally wait until the risk of frost has passed. For Trumbull 
County, our “frost free” date is May 15th. In other words, this is the date when the risk of 
frost has passed for most of our area and is generally safe to plant most crops. Frost 
can kill young seedlings, but waiting also allows for soil temperatures to increase above 
50F which are preferred germination conditions. Cold soils can lead to poor 
germination, disease, and seedlings that lack vigor. Cucumbers, squash, and other 
cucurbits are especially sensitive to cold soil temperatures.  
 
Select good plants. We’ve all been to the garden centers with discounted plants that are 
damaged, neglected, and are looking for a good home. If you’re like me, you have a soft 
spot and want to save every plant and give it a good home. It’s not what most want to 
hear, but the best thing to do with those plants is to avoid eye contact and keep walking. 
Healthy vigorous plants will tolerate planting better than stressed plants. For vegetables, 
this will result in fruit earlier than stressed plants, and most likely better quality. For 
larger perennials like trees and shrubs, healthy plants will root faster and be more 
resilient throughout the summer.  
 
Plant appropriately. In my job as an Extension Educator, I am frequently asked to 
diagnose issues with plants. One of the biggest issues I see each year is improper 
planting techniques, especially with trees. When planting, dig the hole two to three times 
the diameter of the pot or root ball, and equal to the depth of the pot/root ball. Do not 
plant too deep! If your tree looks like a fence post in the ground, it is likely too deep. 
Trees should be planted approximately with the root crown at grade or preferable 
slightly (1”-3”) above grade to promote root growth. Trees will survive planting too deep, 
but in about 7-10 years they will decline and at that point it is too late to fix. Avoid 
adding any soil amendments to the hole such as fertilizer or lime. These products may 
damage the roots, and will be best applied after planting. 
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Water when needed. During the height of summer, plants will need approximately 1” of 
rain (or more) each week. In dry periods, you will need to water with a sprinkler, drip 
irrigation, or another method to reach an equivalent amount of water to 1” of rain. Last 
summer during the drought a lot of newly planted trees and vegetables died due to a 
lack of water. Too much water (like 3”+ of rain) can also be detrimental to the plants. 
Roots need oxygen, and in saturated soils they can drown and shut down 
photosynthesis. Even if the top of the soil looks dry, there may be adequate moisture in 
the root zone. You should use a small trowel to dig into the soil three to four inches to 
look for moisture. At this depth, the soil should not be mud but have enough moisture to 
hold together when formed into a ball.  
 
I hope these tips and reminders are helpful, but you can always call our office for 
assistance. Our Master Gardener Volunteers are a great resource to answer your 
gardening questions. If you’re looking to add new plants to your gardens this year, don’t 
miss their annual plant sale on May 17th from 9AM to 1PM at 520 West Main Street, 
Cortland, OH. They will have a great selection of plants that grow well in our area, and 
many are straight from our gardens! I hope to see you there.  
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
June 12, 2025  
11:00am – 12:00pm   
Wild Mushrooms of Ohio Program 
OSUE Trumbull County  



JOIN OUR TEAM AS A

Program

4-H/ANR Ashtabula County

POSITION HIGHLIGHTS

HOW TO APPLY

APPLICATION DEADLINE

The primary role of the program assistant in Ashtabula 
County is to provide participants and stakeholders with 
research-backed information that will better their lives. This 
includes, but is not limited to:
• Developing, planning, and assisting in delivering 

educational programming (formal and informal).
• Collaborating with the Extension educator to market and 

promote programming through social media and other 
outreach tools.

• Assisting the educator to build relationships with 
community partners and help work with committees and 
groups.

• Working with local and state-level Extension professionals 
to make resources and research available to members of 
the community.

• Assisting in identifying community needs and providing 
information or programming to address them.

• Leading programs consistent with the AA/EEO policy of 
OSU Extension, the outreach arm of the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences.

Visit hr.osu.edu/careers and search for job R122695  to 
view the complete position description and to apply.

Open until midnight June 2, 2025

hr.osu.edu/careers

Assistant



COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Trumbull County

Wild 
Mushrooms 
of Ohio

Taught by: Erika Lyon, ANR Educator, 
Jefferson and Harrison Counties

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Learn about the 
identification and ecology of 
various species of fungi that 
thrive in Ohio. This class will 
also review foraging tips for 
spring mushroom hunters, 
including morels. 

RSVP Required
Sign Up here: 
https://go.osu.edu/mgvwild
mushrooms

THURSDAY

June 12
11 AM-Noon
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