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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

For the next two days, Lee, Amanda, and I are  
at the Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Retreat. Each year, this event gives us the 
opportunity to network with peers, receive 
important updates, and come back with fresh 
ideas of how to serve our communities. 

I hope you are all able to take advantage of this 
short string of nice days and get some field work 
accomplished. 

With temps in the 80s, remember to keep 
hydrated. 

Stay cool! 



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

1 

Can We Shake This Cool, Wet Pattern? 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-16/can-we-shake-
cool-wet-pattern 
 
June 1 is the meteorological start of summer, and I 
think we are all hoping for much warmer conditions 
than we have experienced lately. Temperatures in 
Ohio during May ran 2-4°F below average. This led 
to accumulated growing degree days since May 1 
running 60-90 GDDs below normal. The other big 
weather story has been the wet conditions, 
especially for southern and eastern Ohio. Another 
widespread 1-2 inches this past week has those 
areas running much above normal for the past 
month (Figure 1). Counties in the far west have been below normal in quantity of 
rainfall over the last 30 days, but this masks the very few stretches of dry weather 
that we have seen. Most locations had a least a trace of rainfall on 18-21 days of 
May, with an average suitable fieldwork total of 2 days per week during the 
month.   
 

 
Finally, this past week has featured 
several days with occluded sunshine 
due to elevated wildfire smoke across 
our skies. While not close to the 
quantity that we experienced in 2023, 
concerns are being heard. It is 
important to know that May and June 
solar radiation is not strongly correlated 
with crop yields. As described in 2023, 
wildfire smoke can impact crop growth 
on a limited basis, but this depends on 
other environmental conditions and 
whether smoke is present at the 
surface or not. For a more detailed 
analysis of 2023, check out this article 
from Lindsey et al. 2024. For the latest 
up-to-date conditions, seasonal 
outlooks, and monthly climate 
summaries, please visit the State 
Climate Office of Ohio. 

Figure 1: Percent of normal precipitation 
over the 30 days, ending at 8 am EDT 
Monday June 2, 2025. Figure courtesy of 
the Ohio River Forecast Center in 
Wilmington, Ohio. 
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Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the 
National Weather Service for 8pm June 
2 – 8 am June 9, 2025. 
 
Weather Forecast 
High pressure will remain in control 
early this week, with much warmer 
conditions expected across the state. 
Filtered sunshine due to the 
continued presence of wildfire smoke 
is expected, but temperatures will 
jump up in the low to mid 80s on 
Tuesday and mid to upper 80s on 
Wednesday. An approaching front 

will likely lead to a few showers and storms Wednesday night. Periods of showers 
and storms are likely on Thursday and Friday. Temperatures will remain mild with 
highs in the 70s and 80s and overnight lows in the 60s. Lingering showers are 
likely over the weekend as well. Overall, the National Weather Service is currently 
forecasting 1-2 inches of rain for much of the state over the next seven days, with 
locally heavier totals, especially in the west (Figure 2). 
 
The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center for the period of June 10-
16 and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast 
Center show probabilities leaning toward above normal temperatures and 
precipitation (Figure 3). Climate averages include a high-temperature range of 77-
81°F, a low-temperature range of 57-61°F, and weekly total precipitation of 0.90-
1.15 inches. 

 
Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for June 10 – 16, 2025, for the 
left) temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, 
normal, or above normal conditions. 
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May Showers May Lead to June Prevented Planting 
Decisions 
By: Eric Richer, Carl Zulauf, and Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/ohioagmanager/2025/05/29/may-showers-may-lead-to-june-
prevented-planting-decisions/ 
 
According to the May 27 Crop Progress Report by USDA National Ag Statistics Service, 
Ohio had only 54% of corn planted, well behind the 5-year average of 73% planted. In 
2024, 74% was planted by this report date. In 2019, a year with significant planting 
delay, only 22% of the corn had been planted by this report date. In that year, the 
wettest spring conditions were confined to northwest Ohio. In contrast, much more of 
the state has received well above average precipitation in 2025, with areas near the 
Ohio River and northeast Ohio seeing the largest difference compared to normal. 
 
The lag in corn planting progress this year has prompted increasing interest in 
evaluating the Prevented Planting option available through multi-peril crop insurance. 
The purpose of this article is to walk through the options, mechanics, and economics of 
electing prevented planting for your corn crop utilizing 2025 values. 
 
We are not crop insurance agents, so our most important message is that for those 
thinking about prevented planting talk sooner rather than later with your insurance 
agent. 
 
In Ohio, June 5 is the date at which prevented planting becomes an electable 
option.  For soybeans, the date is June 20. 
 
As of June 5, a farmer who has individual farm yield (YP) and revenue (RP and RP-
HPE) insurance for corn has 3 basic options: 
 
Option 1: Plant corn. Until June 5, you are eligible for your full guarantee at the 
coverage level you elected. Using the 20-year USDA-NASS Trendline Ohio corn yield of 
190 bu/acre as the Actual Production History (APH) insurance yield and the $4.70/bu 
2025 projected insurance price for corn, the full guarantee at 80% coverage is 
$714/acre (190 x $4.70 x 80%). If you elect to plant corn after June 5, your guarantee 
declines 1% per day through June 25. For example, if you plant corn on June 8, the 
guarantee formula (190 APH, 80% coverage) would be: 80% x 190 bu/ac x $4.70 x 97% 
= $693/acre. If you plant after June 25, you can choose not to insure your corn crop or 
you can insure at the policy’s prevented planting revenue level. Planting dates need to 
be recorded, as rules apply on a field-by-field and acre-by-acre basis. 
 
Option 2: Switch from corn to another crop, most likely soybeans. You are charged the 
soybean insurance premium, not the corn premium. A key agronomy question: Did you 
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apply a chemistry that prevents you from planting soybeans? June weather (local and 
regional), supply/demand economics, geo-political issues, trade policy and input options 
increase the complexity of this decision. 
 
Option 3: File for prevented planting, assuming corn is not planted by June 5. The 
mechanics of prevented planting are important. To qualify for prevented planting, a crop 
must have been planted, harvested, and insured on the acres in question in one of the 
last four years. Prevented planting acres must total at least 20 acres or 20% of the 
insured land unit (lesser of the two). Consult your crop insurance agent to determine 
your total eligible acres, as this is a key question. Also, prevented planting claims can 
be denied if prevented planting is not common in your area. 
 
A corn policy has a standard 55% prevented planting guarantee (buy-up available to 
60%). To be very clear, the Harvest Price Option does not apply. Prevented planting 
indemnity payments are not re-adjusted to a higher harvest price. Prevented planting 
does not affect your yield history as long as you do not plant a second crop. 
 
To continue our example from above, the indemnity payment for prevented planting 
corn would be: 190 bu/ac x $4.70 x 80% coverage x 55% prevented planting rate = 
$393/acre. Please remember that this calculation can vary widely based on coverage 
level elected (50-85%), prevented planting buy up (55% to 60%) and the insured 
APH yield for the claimed acres. In our example, this $393/acre would also be the 
amount at which you could chose to insure a corn crop planted after June 25 (versus no 
insurance at all). 
 
In comparing and evaluating the three options, questions to ask include: 
 

• What inputs (fertilizer, chemicals, etc.) have already been applied? 
• Will you need to pay ‘restocking fees’ for returned seed or other inputs? 
• Does my applied chemistry limit my options? 
• What are the year-long weed control costs? 
• If utilizing cover crops, what will their cost be? 
• Is the land owned, or cash or share rented? 
• Will the prevented planting indemnity cover costs already incurred and the fixed 

costs of Land, Labor, and Management? 
• What do I save on machinery wear and tear by not planting and harvesting? 
• What are potential additional drying costs due to late harvesting? 
• What is my expected price at harvest? 
• Are there missed opportunity costs (marketing) because of taking prevented 

planting? 
• What effect does your crop insurance unit structure have on your decision? 
• What are livestock feed needs? 
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• Are there costs associated with not fulfilling forward contracted corn? 
• Do I want to tile the field? 

 
This article does not address these questions, but you should address them and 
probably already have started to do so. 
 
Prevented planting insurance payments can qualify for a 1-year deferral for inclusion in 
income tax. If this is a consideration for you, please talk to your insurance agent and tax 
professional as specific conditions must be met. Check out a previous farm office blog 
for more insight. 
 
A summary comparison is net return to the prevented planting option vs. net return to 
planting a crop. This comparison involves a number of assumptions about price, yield, 
and cost. This is decision making under uncertainty. Your assumptions may or may not 
turn out to be accurate. 
 
Reporting prevented planting acres, should you elect that option, is quite simple. To 
report prevented planting acres, you first need to turn in a notice (starting June 6) to 
your insurance agent. Then report prevented planting to USDA Farm Service Agency to 
get it on your acreage report. Then, work with your adjuster to finalize the claim, which 
will generally be paid within 30 days. NOTE: total acres of prevented planting corn that 
you can file in 2025 cannot exceed the greatest number of acres of corn you reported in 
any of the previous four years (2021-2024). 
 
Every farmer’s situation has unique considerations.  We encourage you to run the 
numbers for yourself and make an informed farm management decision with the tools 
you have available and in consultation with your crop insurance agent. 
	
Lep Monitoring Network – Black Cutworm and True 
Armyworm # 6 
By: Trevor Mullen, Rosalind Holt-Frank, Evan Hodkinson, Amy Raudenbush, Nic 
Baumer, Lee Beers, CCA, JD Bethel, Trevor Corboy, Mary Jo Hassen, Seth Kannberg, 
Alan Leininger, Clifton Martin, CCA, Garth McDorman, Jordan Penrose, Amanda 
Perkins, Beth Sheckelhoff, Kyle Verhoff, Jacob Winters, Curtis Young, CCA, Andy 
Michel, Kelley Tilmon 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-16/lep-monitoring-
network-%E2%80%93-black-cutworm-and-true-armyworm-6 
 



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

6 

We are in our sixth week of monitoring for black cutworm 
(BCW) and true armyworm (AMW) across Ohio. Despite 
our cold, rainy weather last week, both BCW and AMW 
numbers remained high in some counties. This is our final 
week of monitoring BCW and AMW, and at the end of this 
week, we will switch our traps over to corn earworm 
(CEW) and Western bean cutworm (WBC) for early June. 
Read below for more specific county information.  

 
Black cutworm 
 
Black cutworm numbers have mostly 
reduced statewide, with only 
Muskingum and Morgan counties 
reporting high trap numbers. Over 
the past week, our team has 
monitored 47 traps in 18 counties. 
Our overall statewide average was 
down this past week to 4.3 (from 7.5 
last week). We recommend 
monitoring fields until plants reach 
the V6 growth stage, especially in 
counties that have had averages of 
7 moths or more per week. This 
week, those counties are 
Muskingum and Morgan (Figure 1). 
 
For more information on how to 
scout BCW, please 

visit: https://aginsects.osu.edu/sites/aginsects/files/imce/ENT_35_14 BCW.pdf 
 

Black Cutworm Moth Map 
Week 6 
May 26th – June 1st, 2025 

 
Figure 1. Average black cutworm (BCW) moths captured from May 26th to June 1st. The 
bold number on the left indicates the average moth count for the week, followed by the 
standard number which indicates the total traps set up in that county. 
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True Armyworm 
We also monitored 47 traps in 18 counties 
for AMW moths (Figure 2). We are still 
seeing AMW, but in fewer counties across 
Ohio compared to BCW. However, our 
overall statewide average did increase 
this week to 4.3 moths (from last week’s 
average of 3.0). Similar to last week, only 
3 counties reported an average of 7 or 
more moths: Muskingum, Van Wert, and 
Wood (different counties than last week). 
 
True Armyworm Moth Map 
Week 6 
May 26th – June 1st, 2025 
 
Figure 2. Average true armyworm (AMW) 
moths captured from May 26th to June 1st. 
The bold number indicates the average moth 
count for the week, followed by the standard deviation, which indicates the total traps set 
up in that county. 

 
Be Alert to Early Season Cucurbit Pests 
By: James Jasinski 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/vegnetnews/2025/05/24/be-alert-to-early-season-cucurbit-
pests/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

While most of us have a long holiday weekend, it’s late May which means early season 
cucurbit pests like striped cucumber beetles and squash bugs will soon exit their 

 
Striped cucumber beetle adult. 

 
Mating squash bugs. 
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overwintering sites and head to crop fields. Based on our biweekly fruit and vegetable 
conference calls, neither of these pests have been reported but growers should remain 
vigilant. 
 
As growers begin to plan for direct seeding or transplanting melons, pumpkin, squash, 
cucumbers and squash, recall that early planted fields will likely be infested soon after 
emergence or when placed in the field. For growers who purchased seed treated with 
FarMoreFI400, striped cucumber beetle populations should be controlled for 2-3 weeks. 
After this period if scouting reveals beetles in excess of plant stage threshold, foliar 
treatments are an option.  For growers who did not purchase systemic insecticide 
treated seed, remember to scout plants frequently in multiple parts of the field, edge and 
interior, and if the damage exceeds the following thresholds (see below), consider 
treating with a foliar insecticide to knock these pests down. Foliar insecticide options 
can be found here: 
Striped Cucumber Beetle – https://mwveguide.org/results/crop/586/pests/474 
Squash Bugs – https://mwveguide.org/results/crop/586/pests/501 
 
 

Systemic Insecticide Use Considerations 
Seed treatments containing thiamethoxam 
(FarMore FI400, Cruiser) offer maximum 
protection against cucumber beetles and 
other pests for about 2 to 3 weeks after 
seedling emergence. Seed treatments offer 
little protection to transplanted crops. For 
transplants and direct-seeded plants over 3 
weeks old, the concentration of insecticide 
from seed treatment is no longer strong 
enough to kill beetles but can still harm bees 
due to sublethal doses in the pollen and 
nectar. Treated seed should never be used 
in combination with at-plant soil drenches 
with imidacloprid (Admire or generics), or 
thiamethoxam (Platinum). At-plant soil 
drenches used alone, with non-treated seed, 

offer similar protection to treated seed for beetle control. Due to increased residues in 
nectar and pollen, in-furrow applications should be considered last and applied at the 
lowest recommended rate that provides control. Non-systemic foliar applications of 
insecticides can be used to control cucumber beetles if seed or in-furrow treatments 
were not used, or were ineffective. Once flowers are present, applications should be 
made in the evening when flowers are closed and bees are not actively foraging, which 
minimizes the risk to pollinators. 
 

Characteristic striped cucumber beetle 
feeding. FarMoreFI400 should prevent 
significant feeding and therefore limit 
bacterial wilt spread. 
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Thresholds range from 0.5 to 1 beetle per seedling, and 1 to 5 beetles per plant for 
plants after 4 leaf stage. The threshold for cantaloupe melons and cucumber is lower 
because these crops are susceptible to bacterial wilt, which is vectored by cucumber 
beetles. Pumpkin, squash, and watermelon have higher thresholds because these 
crops are less susceptible to bacterial wilt, but beetle feeding can occur on the fruit rind 
by both adult and larvae, causing marketable loss. Beetles found in pumpkin or squash 
flowers do not pose a risk to the plant but as flowering decreases, rind feeding may 
increase. 
 
Thresholds for squash bugs are one egg mass or adult per plant. 
 
Not sure how to identify striped or spotted cucumber beetle? Can’t remember what 
squash bug nymphs, egg masses or adults look like? Take a few minutes to peruse the 
OSU IPM Video Library where these resources are housed to help growers identify and 
manage all key cucurbit pests including squash vine borer. 
Videos on weed control, disease control (powdery mildew, plectosporium) and hybrid 
selection are also in this playlist collection. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0HRPaZDLHyH64oVLKdX5icKQFzqQ5nCA 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pumpkin playlist on OSU IPM Video 
Library. 
OSU IPM Video Library 

Cover shot of new pumpkin guide 



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

10 

NEW Pumpkin Resource Guide 
 
If you haven’t seen this announcement, a team from OSU, MSU and Cornell University 
developed a new 72-page guide, “A Modern Approach to Crop and Pest 
Management in Pumpkin – ANR 806”. This guide highlights modern IPM practices 
such as mechanical weed control, cover crops, pollinator protection and negative 
impacts of certain pesticide mixtures. Basic topics like weed, insect and disease 
management are also covered, as well as the benefits of natural enemies and a 
pumpkin enterprise budget to measure overall profitability. In addition to colorful images 
and layman’s text to explain each topic, QR codes are sprinkled throughout the guide to 
provide deeper dives on most topics via factsheets, bulletins, websites and videos from 
specialists around the country. 
 
Copies of the guide can be ordered and purchased at your local Extension county office 
or online at OSU Extension Publishing (https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/a-modern-
approach-to-crop-and-pest-management-in-pumpkin/).  
 
An Update on Ticks and Tick-borne Disease in Ohio, 
plus the Buckeye Tick Test Lab 
By: Tim McDermott 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/05/28/an-update-on-ticks-and-tick-borne-disease-
in-ohio-plus-the-buckeye-tick-test-lab/ 
 
 
The Buckeye Tick Testing Lab at OSU is up and running. 
 
It seems in Ohio it is never too early to start scouting animals for ticks. 
While we commonly think of summer as tick season, we actually see 
tick activity and positive detections of tick-borne disease all 12 months 
of the year in Ohio. One of the ticks of the biggest concern impacting 
livestock, especially cattle, in Ohio is the invasive Longhorned Tick 
(LHT). This tick was first discovered in Ohio on a dog in Gallia County 
in 2020 and has rapidly increased its range in Ohio since then. As of 
the beginning of 2024 we had positively identified LHT in 11 counties in 
Ohio including Franklin, Delaware, Ross, Gallia, Vinton, Jackson, Athens, Morgan, 
Monroe, Belmont, and Guernsey county. Since that point we have added Pike, 
Lawrence, Noble, Coshocton, Wayne, Muskingum, Washington, and Licking bringing 
our total up to 19 affected counties. We anticipate adding to that list in 2025. 
 
The Longhorned tick can be a tremendous problem for cattle being able to cause 
mortality through blood feeding as well as through the transmission of the protozoal 
disease Theileria orientalis. Theileria is a protozoal blood parasite of cattle that can 
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cause increased heart rates, respiratory rates, anemia, jaundice, open cows, and 
increased mortality. There is no treatment, except supportive, approved in the US. The 
Longhorned tick is the primary vector of Theileria in Ohio. Other routes that we see this 
disease enter the state through purchased cattle coming from states that have high 
rates of Theileria, as once the cows have recovered from disease, they become 
asymptomatic carriers. If you suspect Theileria in your herd, contact your veterinarian 
as there is a blood test available. 
 
I had discussions with producers last year about when to start scouting for Longhorned 
ticks and what you use on cattle that protects against them. I think the time to start 
scouting has already started! While Longhorned ticks prefer heat and humidity, and 
most of our largest outbreaks of ticks in high numbers have occurred in July, we have 
seen that Longhorned tick can emerge as soon as the weather works for them and in 
fact, we had our first Ohio Longhorned tick discovery in 2025 in March! This breaks the 
record emergence of April in 2023. The other discussion I have had with producers is 
regarding using fly products and do fly products also give protection against ticks? 
While some fly protection and prevention products also work to prevent ticks, that is not 
the case with every product. It is important that you read, understand, and follow the 
label on all pesticides and that label will provide the necessary guidance on what pest 
you are allowed to treat for. Long story short, it has to be labelled for use on flies and 
ticks to be effective against flies and ticks. That still gives us several choices. The next 
answer is what form of product do we use and when do we apply? I have found that 
those choices have to be individual to the farm and the production operation. You know 
how you work animals best and each farm is different. Making sure you are picking the 
correct product and scouting to find out when the pests are coming are two of the major 
inputs into determining which product to use, and when to use it. 
 
I have great news to share for Ohio producers, their families, and their animals. Ohio 
State University has just opened the Buckeye Tick Test Laboratory. The Buckeye Tick 
Test is addressing the increase in tick-borne disease in Ohio by offering cost effective 
tick-borne pathogen testing for the general public within 72 hours at a cost of $49.99 per 
tick. You can find more details regarding the submission process and what pathogens 
are tested for at the laboratory website: https://buckeyebugbite.osu.edu/ 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
June 12, 2025  
11:00am – 12:00pm   
Wild Mushrooms of Ohio Program 
OSUE Trumbull County  



COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Trumbull County

Wild 
Mushrooms 
of Ohio

Taught by: Erika Lyon, ANR Educator, 
Jefferson and Harrison Counties

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Learn about the 
identification and ecology of 
various species of fungi that 
thrive in Ohio. This class will 
also review foraging tips for 
spring mushroom hunters, 
including morels. 

RSVP Required
Sign Up here: 
https://go.osu.edu/mgvwild
mushrooms

THURSDAY

June 12
11 AM-Noon
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