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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

It may be slightly damp this morning, but after
today, dry conditions will persist for another long
stretch into mid-September. I've seen some
nutrient deficiencies in both soybeans and corn on
sandier soils, likely due to the dry conditions.

Keep an eye out for soybean diseases! Don’t
confuse sudden death syndrome, red crown rot,
and other diseases with drought symptoms. If you
see anything concerning give us a call and we can
help diagnose the symptoms.

Stay safe!

Amanda Barnum

Ashtabula County
Extension Educator

Noelle Barnes

Trumbull County
Extension Educator

Lee Beers

Trumbull County
Extension Educator



Ohio State helps farmers manage impacts as drought

conditions spread across Ohio

By Tracy Turner

Source: https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/ohio-state-helps-farmers-manage-
impacts-drought-conditions-spread-across-ohio

COLUMBUS, Ohio — While not yet reaching
the severity of last year’s growing season,
drought conditions are once again taking
hold across Ohio, raising renewed concern
among agricultural experts and farmers
about the health of crops, livestock and
water resources.

According to Aaron Wilson, state
climatologist and field specialist with The
Ohio State University College of Food,

Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences Corn at the Northwest
(CFAES), parts of northwest, east central, Agricultural Research Station,
and south central Ohio are experiencing located in the D1 drought
rapid moisture loss, with declining soil intensity area, shows visible
moisture and stream flows following weeks stress, with lower leaves drying
of below-average rainfall. and yellowing up to the second

, leaf below the ear. Some ears
“We’'re not currently near the severity of are also smaller than usual, with
2024, when parts of the state were more damage at the tips. Photo:
experiencing exceptional drought,” Wilson Logan Minter

said. “However, recent flash drought-like
conditions — particularly in areas like Henry, Wood, Hancock, Coshocton, Carroll
and Scioto counties — are a growing concern.”

The August dry spell marks a sharp reversal after what was the eighth-wettest
April-duly period on record for Ohio.

In the past month, much of the state received less than 1 inch of rain due to
persistent high-pressure systems that brought warm, dry air and limited
precipitation. While cooler temperatures in recent days have helped slow
evaporation and reduce crop stress slightly, the outlook remains dry.

“Cooler temperatures will ease some impacts,” Wilson said. “But many counties
have only received 25% to 50% of their normal precipitation over the last 60 days.
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With limited rainfall in the forecast, stream and river levels are already falling below
historical median flows.”

According to the Aug. 28 U.S. Drought Monitor, more than half of Ohio is now
experiencing abnormally dry conditions, with nearly 2% of the state classified as
moderate drought. The outlook for early September shows continued below- or
near-normal precipitation, which could further intensify existing conditions.

CFAES support and drought response

With dry weather tightening its grip, CFAES experts are expanding efforts to
monitor crop health, provide drought-specific guidance and assist producers across
the state.

To help farmers and communities stay informed, CFAES has reactivated

its Drought Conditions and Resources webpage at go.osu.edu/ohiodrought, which
provides up-to-date tools, expert insights and field-based guidance for managing
crops, forage, soil and water supplies.

Although the CFAES-led Drought Rapid Response Team has not yet resumed
formal meetings, the team is already actively coordinating with state agencies and
Ohio State University Extension field staff to assess needs and respond
accordingly.

“We’ve already had internal conversations this week about the flash drought
conditions we’re seeing,” Wilson said. “We’ve updated the information hub so
farmers and stakeholders can easily access region-specific resources.”

CFAES and OSU Extension — CFAES’ outreach arm — are also working closely
with the Ohio Department of Agriculture to ensure farmers have access to the tools,
information and technical assistance they need as conditions evolve.

Corn, soybeans and specialty crops facing stress

Ohio’s staple row crops are already showing signs of stress. In northwest Ohio,
corn is prematurely senescing, or aging, as a result of drought stress during the
critical pollination and grain-fill stages.

“I've observed tip dieback in corn, with missing kernels at the ends of the ears,”
said Stephanie Karhoff, field specialist in agronomic systems with CFAES.

“Soybeans are also senescing early, which will likely reduce pod fill and ultimately
lower yields.”

Specialty crop producers are also experiencing challenges.
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Logan Minter, CFAES field specialist for specialty crops, said the season’s early
excess moisture followed by extreme heat has resulted in shallow root systems in
many vegetable crops, now leaving them vulnerable to the current dry conditions.

“Tomatoes, cucurbits, peppers and apples in northwest and southern Ohio are
showing signs of nutrient deficiency and drought stress during peak fruit
production,” Minter said. “It's a double-edged sword. Dry conditions reduce disease
pressure from many plant pathogens, but they also limit plant growth and fruit
quality.”

Livestock producers managing forage and water needs

Water availability is also tightening for livestock producers across the state.
Surface water sources such as creeks and ponds are beginning to dry up,
prompting some producers to haul water to fields or rely on rural water systems,
according to Garth Ruff, beef cattle field specialist with CFAES.

Meanwhile, forage yields are expected to decline.

“We’'re already seeing lower silage moisture than expected,” said Jason Hartschuh,
CFAES field specialist in dairy management. “Plant material is drier than it looks
based on grain development, so it’s critical for producers to test whole-plant
moisture before harvest.”

Hartschuh added that future cuts of alfalfa or grass silage could also be limited,
depending on how long the dry conditions persist.

Forests feeling the strain

The impacts of drought are also visible in Ohio’s forests. In southeast and east
central Ohio, trees are shedding leaves prematurely, and yellow poplar dieback has
been observed, said Jim Downs, forestry program coordinator with CFAES.

“While one year of early leaf drop may not be significant, repeated years of drought
weaken trees, making them more vulnerable to pests and disease,” Downs said.

“‘Right now, wildfire risk is low, but in future years, fallen dead trees could create
high fuel loads and increase the risk of intense fires — especially in unmanaged
areas.”

As Ohio’s growing season nears its close, CFAES remains committed to supporting
farmers, communities and industries across the state through science-based
guidance, on-the-ground expertise and responsive outreach.
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For ongoing updates and drought-related resources,
visit climate.osu.edu/drought or go.osu.edu/ohiodrought.

Current Status of New World Screwworm (NWS)

Infestations in the U.S.

By Gustavo M. Schuenemann, The Ohio State University

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/09/03/current-status-of-new-world-screwworm-nws-
infestations-in-the-u-s/

The NWS has been largely eradicated in the United States
for over 50 years, but a current outbreak in Central
America and Mexico is moving closer to the U.S. On
August 18, 2025, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services issued the emergency declaration after
determining that NWS “has a significant potential to affect
national security or the health and security of United
States citizens living abroad and that involves New World
Screwworm.” This emergency declaration allows

veterinarians to use certain treatments under extra-label

use provisions, to help control potential infestations. New World Screwworm, a
parasitic fly

What is NWS?

It is a parasitic fly (Cochliomyia hominivorax) that lays eggs in and on openwounds and
mucous membranes of warm-blooded animals. When larvae hatch (maggot), they
burrow into the flesh of these animals and eat healthy living tissue causing the myiasis.
This infestation is seasonal in livestock, with outbreaks linked to warm conditions that
favor the fly’s life cycle and host availability, often peaking in the warmer spring and
summer months, and being suppressed by cold winters. NWS can infest all warm-
blooded animals, including livestock, pets, wildlife, humans, and even birds.

What to Look For in my Animals?

Be alert for the following clinical signs that may indicate NWS infestation:
e Unusual or irritated behavior (restlessness, excessive movement)

Isolation from the herd or flock (reduced interaction)

Frequent head shaking or rubbing against objects

Foul odor with strong smell of tissue decay

Visible fly larvae (maggots) in wounds or natural body openings

Bloody or pus-like discharge from wounds

Even small wounds (e.g., castration, dehorning, navel in newborns) can become
infested. EARLY DETECTION AND TREATMENT ARE CRITICAL.
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Fly Cochliomyia hominivorax.

Source: New World Screwworm Larvae or maggots. Source: New World
by USDA-APHIS Screwworm by USDA-APHIS

Here is the Photo Gallery. Warning: Graphic Images!

What are the Treatment Options?

Treatment for NWS involves killing and removing larvae from wounds using topical
parasiticides, wound dressings, and insecticides, with potential for systemic treatments.
Currently there are no animal drugs approved by the FDA to treat or prevent of NWS
myiasis in animals. However, the emergency declaration by the Secretary of HHS
allowed FDA to authorize the emergency use of certain animal drugs to treat NWS
infestation. This requires a prescription from a license Veterinarian due to the
emergency use authorization and the need for extra-label use of these drugs under a
valid Veterinary-Client-Patient Relationship. Farmers and livestock owners should work
closely with their regular herd veterinarian to access and use these emergency
treatments.

How to Prevent NWS?
The most effective way to protect the United States from NWS is to prevent its
introduction. To help prevent NWS infestation in your animals, follow these key steps:
e Monitor animals closely for early signs of infestation in pets and livestock.
e Promptly treat all wounds, including umbilical cords of newborn animals, using an
approved insecticide or would dressing to prevent egg-laying by adult flies.
e Ensure returning pets from international travel are properly inspected for NWS
before entering the U.S.
e Requirements for pet dogs returning from FMD or Screwworm-affected countries.

When it comes to protecting your animals from preventable diseases like New World
Screwworm, early detection and timely treatment are critical to protect your animals.
After all, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure!
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Farm Science Review 2025 puts the latest agricultural

technology in action

By Tracy Turner

Source: https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/farm-science-review-2025-puts-the-latest-
agricultural-technology-in-action

LONDON, Ohio — Tractors that drive
themselves, sprayers that use artificial
intelligence to make decisions in real
time and experts ready to answer
farmers’ most pressing questions — it’s
all taking center stage at the Molly
Caren Agricultural Center this
September.

Drawing more than 100,000 visitors and
600 exhibitors each year, Farm Science
Review is one of the nation’s largest
agricultural events and a vital hub for
Ohio’s producers.

This year’s three-day event will immerse attendees in innovations such as
autonomous tractors and Al-powered sprayers, all while honoring the traditions that
have long shaped the industry.

The 63rd Farm Science Review, hosted by The Ohio State University College of
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES), will be held Sept. 16-18
in London, Ohio. The show offers access to more than 4,000 product lines and over
180 educational sessions led by CFAES researchers and Ohio State University
Extension experts. OSU Extension is CFAES’ outreach arm.

This year’s theme, “Transforming Tradition,” is an invitation for visitors to explore
new ideas while building on the roots of their agricultural heritage, said Nick
Zachrich, Farm Science Review manager.

“Transforming Tradition is a mindset for visitors to consider while visiting Farm
Science Review this year,” Zachrich said. “Tradition is very important to a lot of
people in the agricultural industry. We want visitors to embrace those traditions but
transform them into something better and stronger than ever before.”

That transformation will be on full display in the show’s 400 acres of field
demonstrations. This year’s lineup includes a fully autonomous tractor operating in
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the tillage demo each day, along with harvest automation technology running live in
the field.

“This will be an opportunity for attendees to see these technologies up close,” said
Nate Douridas, farm manager of Molly Caren Agricultural Center. “With harvest
automation, visitors will be able to see what’'s happening inside the cab of the
combine from the edge of the field, giving them the same real-time perspective the
operator has.”

Al-powered sprayers will also be in the spotlight.

Douridas said the Molly Caren Ag Center has seen a 60%-70% reduction in
herbicide use with Al-powered sprayers on corn and soybean fields, while
maintaining the same weed control as traditional broadcast methods.

“That translates to improved efficiency, profitability and sustainability,” he said.

While new machinery and technology capture much of the attention, Zachrich noted
that educational sessions are a major reason visitors return yearly. Covering topics
from farm succession planning to weather resilience, the sessions provide quick,
research-based insights that farmers can put to use right away.

“Having such a wide range of topics means there’s something for everyone,” he
said. “Visitors can also learn about opportunities on-site to explore topics more
deeply through other CFAES and OSU Extension programs.”

The event also serves as a gateway for students and young professionals to
explore agricultural careers and to network with industry leaders.

“Many exhibitors tell us this show is not only great for business connections but
also for connecting with the next generation of agricultural talent,” Zachrich said.

The 2025 show runs from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 16-17, and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept.
18. Advance tickets are $10 online, at participating OSU Extension offices and at
select agribusinesses, or $15 at the gate. Children ages 5 and under are admitted
free.

For tickets and more information, visit fsr.osu.edu.
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Lep Monitoring Network — Fall armyworm and
Imposters # 19

Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-29/lep-monitoring-
network-—fall-armyworm-and-imposters-19

Fall Armyworm Update

Nights are starting to cool off across Ohio, but

we continue to monitor for FAW moths! We

just completed our 19" week of monitoring

moth pests in Ohio which ran from August

25t to August 31st. We are currently only

monitoring FAW moths and over the past

week we have had 13 counties participate in

monitoring. The statewide average did

increase to 14.0 moths per trap over the past

week, but there has also been an increase in

‘imposters” in the traps. An imposter is when

another moth, in this case a wainscot moth, is attracted to the trap and may skew
the numbers. In Wayne and Van Wert counties, the majority of moths in the traps
were Wainscot moths. To differentiate between wainscot moths and FAW moths
you can look at the wings (Figure 1). Sometimes this is difficult because the wing
patterns wear off with extended time in the traps, but the wing patterns are so
different between these two, it makes it a bit easier. The image below is a
comparison of the two moths. On the left is a Wainscot, which has a lighter wing
color and less variation in color patterns. On the right is a FAW moth, which has a
much darker forewing with more dark and light color variations. In summary, over
the past week our monitoring network reported the highest moth average of 88
moths in Lucas Co, followed by 60 in Hancock. However, numbers are very wide
spread with the majority of counties reporting low numbers, including zeros (Figure
2).

Figure 1. (Left) Wainscot moth, (right) fall armyworm.
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For more information on FAW biology and management, visit our factsheet
at https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ent-0093

Fall Armyworm Moth Map

Week #5

August 25" — August 315t

Figure 2. Fall Armyworm (FAW) moths captured from August 25th to August 31st.
The bold number indicates the average moth count for the week, followed by the
total number of traps in that county.

Weeds, especially challenging this year in both

pastures and hay fields!

By Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS Agronomist/Grazing Specialist

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/09/03/weeds-especially-challenging-this-year-in-
both-pastures-and-hay-fields/
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Weather has been the biggest variable again this year, and it's made clear just how
different conditions can be from one farm to the next. From my own place in southwest
Indiana, we’ve had more rain than we’d like, while others nearby have been dealing with
the opposite. No one set of

observations covers every situation, so

what | share each month comes from

what | see at home, along with farm

visits, conversations with producers

and the questions and challenges you

pass along. My goal is to offer ideas

and principles you can adapt to your

own conditions—rain or shine.

Weeds have been especially

challenging this year across both
pastures and hay fields. Prolonged Perilla Mint: Deadly to livestock, and it's no
periods of either excessive rainfall or longer hiding in the shade — watch for it in
drought have stressed desirable forage | open pastures.

species, opening the door
for opportunistic and often toxic weeds to expand. When cool-season grasses and
legumes are weakened, weed species are quick to exploit the gaps. This season has
seen widespread increases in Carolina horsenettle, nimblewill, ironweed, annual
ragweed, cocklebur and Perilla mint, all of which are showing up more frequently and
more aggressively than in recent years. Each of these presents its own risks and
management challenges.

Both excessively wet and droughty conditions can create voids in preferred forage
stands, whether through root damage, crown rot, dormancy or reduced regrowth. These
openings are quickly exploited by opportunistic weeds, many of which have been lying
dormant in the soil seed bank, waiting for the right conditions to emerge. Annual species
like ragweed and cocklebur in particular are well-adapted to take advantage of bare soll
and reduced competition, establishing quickly and spreading aggressively in stressed
pastures and hay fields.

This year’s hot, wet summer created ideal conditions in many areas for nimblewiill
(Muhlenbergia schreberi) to thrive across pastures, hayfields and lawns. As a warm-
season perennial grass, nimblewill takes full advantage of hot temperatures and ample
soil moisture—particularly in shaded, low-lying or poorly drained ground. In these
favorable areas, cool-season grasses and legumes often went dormant or struggled
with disease pressure, thinning out and leaving gaps that nimblewill quickly filled. Even
pastures with good fertility saw increased spread, as the grass’s creeping stolons rooted
easily in soft, saturated soils.
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Managing nimblewill going forward will require a combination of strategic grazing,
fertility management and timely reseeding. High-density, short-duration grazing (mob
grazing) or targeted bale grazing during winter can help suppress existing stands by
trampling growth and improving soil structure. Fall remains the best opportunity to
overseed thin or infested areas with cool-season grasses and legumes. Soil testing and
applying the correct balance of phosphorus, potassium and lime will support strong
regrowth of desirable species, helping them compete more effectively.

While nimblewill may not be eliminated entirely, it can be pushed back with consistent
pasture management that prioritizes dense, vigorous forage. Addressing compaction,
improving drainage and rotating pastures thoughtfully are all key to keeping this
opportunistic invader in check—especially as weather extremes become more common
in the years ahead.

Another pest with a growing footprint is perilla mint. | first remember encountering perilla
mint back in the 1970s on a farm | knew well. You usually smelled it before you ever
saw it—that sharp, pungent, minty odor that filled the air when the plant was brushed or
disturbed. Back then, it was mostly a plant of the woods edge, showing up along fence
lines, in lightly grazed wooded areas or in spots where cattle had opened up the
understory a bit. It kept to the shadows, and you rarely saw it out in the open.

Fast forward to this year, and perilla mint is showing up in places it never used to—even
in full sun. This shift is concerning, not just because it signals the plant is adapting to a
wider range of conditions, but because of the serious toxicity risks it poses to livestock.
All parts of the plant—especially the seeds—contain perilla ketones, which can cause
fatal respiratory distress in cattle, horses, and other ruminants. There’s no antidote, and
symptoms often appear suddenly, including labored breathing and reluctance to move.

Perilla mint takes advantage of disturbed or thin pasture ground, thriving where
preferred forages have been weakened by drought, trampling, overgrazing or excess
moisture. Once it finds a foothold, it can spread rapidly—especially in late summer—
making it all the more important to scout regularly and take control measures before
seed set. Mowing, targeted herbicide use and maintaining dense forage cover are key
strategies to limit its spread. Given its toxicity and increased presence across a wider
range of conditions, perilla mint can no longer be viewed as just a woods-edge
nuisance, it's a pasture management priority.

It's considered safe to pull perilla mint by hand when individual plants are found,
especially far from wooded or shaded areas—though you might want to wear gloves, if
only to avoid carrying that strong, lingering minty smell with you all day!

When it comes to deciding whether to use mechanical or herbicide treatments for
pasture weeds based on how much canopy they cover, a good rule of thumb is that
once weeds hit around 20% coverage, it's usually time to act. If they’re under 10%,
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mowing or adjusting grazing often does the trick, and between 10 and 20%, it's worth
keeping a close eye and maybe spot-treating, especially if the weeds are aggressive or
toxic. | used to lean toward waiting until 30% coverage before jumping to herbicides—
and honestly, that might still be okay sometimes. It depends on the type of weed and
whether your livestock will eat it, since some weeds can be surprisingly nutritious. It’s all
about balancing how competitive and toxic the weeds are with how useful they might be
for your animals.

For areas with adequate moisture this year, the classic mix of oats, a brassica such as
turnips or radish, and cereal rye can deliver exceptional grazing benefits. The oats and
turnips mature early, providing high-quality forage that can be grazed comfortably well
into December or beyond. Then, the cereal rye kicks in during spring, offering additional
grazing or forage harvest opportunities before fields return to row crops. When grazing
cereal rye ahead of cropping, it's best to do so on dry or frozen soils to avoid
compaction. This rotation also allows fall pastures more time to recover before going
dormant, supporting healthier, more productive stands.

It's not about maximizing a single grazing event but optimizing the entire grazing
season. Observe, plan ahead and keep on grazing!

Urban Farm Education Field Day

Cohosted by The Ohio State University’s Student
Farm and Urban Ag. Team, the Urban Farm
Education Field Day will offer demonstrations and
presentations to support small-scale and urban
farming. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn
from Ohio State University Extension professionals
about a variety of topics, including the use of low
tunnels for season extension and insect exclusion,
high tunnel ventilation management, artificial
intelligence-enabled robotic weeders for vegetable
production, USDA funding to support urban high
tunnels, and more. Program details are below and in
the attached file; growers, producers, farmers,
students, extension educators, and community
members are all welcome to join the event!

Attendance is free. Mark your calendars and register here by September 14.
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Equine Pasture Walk
September 3, 2025
Grand Haven Horse Farm

Farm Science Review

September 16-18, 2025
London, Ohio

Northeast Ohio Agriculture

Upcoming Events
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