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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

Back in the county, after traveling for the National 

Association of County Agriculture Agents conference 
in Billings, MT. A ton of great information was 
presented this year, and we can’t wait to bring those 

ideas to our counties! 

Hopefully, everyone was able to get hay off the field 
during this window. If you have not already, consider 
sending in hay samples for analysis to make sure 

nutrition requirements are going to be met for 
livestock!

Stay safe and make the most of it!

NORTHEAST OHIO AGRI-CULTURE 

NEWSLETTER
Your Weekly Agriculture Update for July 8, 2025

Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

In This Issue:

➢ Early Detection, Better 
Decisions: Scout for 
Soybean Diseases and 

Test for SCN
➢ Lep Monitoring 

Network Update #11
➢ Statewide Slug 

Monitoring Project – 

Update #8
➢ July Plantings for 

Warm-Season Annual 
Grass Forages

➢ Hay barn fires a real 

hazard when mother 
nature keeps sending 

rain
➢ Managing ‘Untimely’ 

Pasture Grasses

➢ Selling home-produced 
foods that use fresh 

fruit: know the laws
➢ Upcoming Events

Lee Beers

Trumbull County 

Extension Educator

Feedlot in Billings, MT at Marbled! 

Noelle Barnes

Trumbull County 

Extension Educator

Amanda Barnum

Ashtabula County 

Extension Educator



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

1 

Early Detection, Better Decisions: Scout for Soybean 
Diseases and Test for SCN  
By: Horacio Lopez-Nicora 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-21/early-detection-
better-decisions-scout-soybean-diseases-and-test 

As soybeans across Ohio progress through V5, R1, and R3 growth stages, now is a 
great opportunity for growers to walk their fields and scout for early symptoms of 
disease and other abnormalities. At these stages, fields are still relatively easy to 
walk through, making it an ideal time to observe plant health and collect soil samples 
for soybean cyst nematode (SCN) testing. 

What to Look For: 

• While walking fields and collecting soil samples, keep an eye out for: 
• Dead or dying plants - especially in patches or along rows. 
• Stem lesions and root rot - early indicators of disease that can escalate under 

favorable conditions. 
• Foliar symptoms - such as yellowing, browning, or spotting on leaves. At the R3 

stage, most fungicide applications are being made, so scouting now is essential 
to determine whether a fungicide is needed based on disease presence and 
pressure. 

• Uneven growth or stunting - especially in fields with a history of SCN, warrants 
digging plants and checking roots for reduced mass or visible cysts. Knowing if 
SCN is present is the first step in managing it. Watch this video to learn how to 
check roots for SCN females.  Watch this video to learn how to check roots 
for SCN females. 

Scouting now helps guide in-season decisions and informs future variety and treatment 
choices. Early detection is key to managing disease outbreaks and protecting yield. 
Walk your fields, scout for symptoms, and submit samples to the Soybean Pathology 
and Nematology Lab at Ohio State. 

For more information on how to submit a sample to our lab, click HERE.  

SCN Sampling - Take Advantage of Free Testing 
With wheat harvest wrapping up and double-crop soybeans going in, this is also an 
ideal time to collect soil samples for SCN testing. Sampling now provides a snapshot of 
SCN populations before they potentially increase later in the season. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x1HHNw4R1k&feature=youtu.be
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With funding from the Ohio Soybean Council and in collaboration with The SCN 
Coalition, we are offering to process up to TWO soil samples per Ohio grower for 
SCN testing free of charge. We're excited to assist you in this important task.  

This is a great opportunity to monitor SCN levels and adjust management strategies 
accordingly. 

How to Sample for SCN 

• Collect soil cores: Use a soil probe to take 15-20 cores, 6-8 inches deep, in a 
zigzag pattern across the field or targeted area. 

• Mix thoroughly: Combine the cores in a clean bucket to create a representative 
sample. 

• Bag and label: Place about 1 pint of mixed soil into a labeled plastic bag. 
• Keep cool and ship promptly: Store samples in a cool place and send them to the 

lab as soon as possible. 
• Learn more: Visit The SCN Coalition for detailed guidance on SCN sampling and 

management strategies. 

Download and complete the Soil Sample Submission Form and mail your samples 
to:  

OSU Soybean Pathology and Nematology Lab  
Attn: Horacio Lopez-Nicora, Ph.D. 
110 Kottman Hall 
2021 Coffey Rd.   
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
lopez-nicora.1@osu.edu 

 
Lep Monitoring Network Update #11 – Corn Earworm 
and Western Bean Cutworm 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2025-21/lep-monitoring-network-–-corn-
earworm-and-western-bean-cutworm-11   
	
This is our 11th week of monitoring moth pests in Ohio, 
and we are in our fifth week of monitoring Corn 
Earworm (CEW) and Western Bean Cutworm 
(WBC). Monitoring is reported for June 30th through 
July 6th. Over the past week we experienced a break in 
the rain and increased temperatures which resulted in 
low moth numbers for both CEW and WBC were 
reported. Please read below for more details.  

Figure 1. Corn earworm moth. 
Photo credit: Curtis Young, 
OSU 

mailto:lopez-nicora.1@osu.edu
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This week we monitored 31 traps in 14 counties across Ohio. Similar to last week, 
there were low numbers of CEW (Figure 1) across the state with an average of 1.8 
moths per county, except for one outlier of Muskingum who reported 12 moths 
(Figure 2). Overall, the statewide averages of CEW have remained low since the 
beginning of June. 
 
More information on CEW can be found	
here:  https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-27/corn-earworm-
field-corn-watch-molds 

Corn Earworm Moth Map 
Week #5 

June 30th to July 6th, 2025 

 

Figure 2. Average corn earworm (CEW) moths captured from June 30th to 
July 6th. The bold number indicates the average moth count for the week. The 
standard number indicates the total number of traps in that county. 

 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-27/corn-earworm-field-corn-watch-molds
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-27/corn-earworm-field-corn-watch-molds
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Western Bean Cutworm 
 
This week 17 counties monitored WBC (Figure 3) with a total of 26 traps. Thirteen 
counties trapped WBC this week, a stark increase from last week (only 3 counties 
reported). However, moth counts remain low with an average of 1.2 moths per 
county. Numbers of WBC may continue to increase in the coming weeks.  
 
For more information on how to scout WBC please visit: Western Bean Cutworm | 
Ohioline 
 

Western Bean Cutworm Moth Map 
Week #5 

June 30th to July 6th, 2025 
 

 
 
Figure 3. Average Western Bean Cutworm (WBC) moths captured from June 
30th to July 6th. The bold number indicates the average moth count for the 
week. The standard number indicates the total number of traps in that county. 
 
 

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-40
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-40
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Statewide Slug Monitoring Project – Update #8 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-21/statewide-slug-
monitoring-project-–-update-8 
 
Our eighth slug update covers monitoring from June 30th to July 6th. During this 
time, there were 12 counties that monitored a total of 90 shingle traps. Slug counts 
were similar to last week. The highest average slug count in a county was 2.2 slugs 
in Seneca county. Slug shingle monitoring in Ohio is funded by the United Soybean 
Board. 
 

Slugs in Ohio 
Week 8 

June 30th – July 6th, 2025 

 
 

Figure 2. Average slugs captured fromÂ June 30Â to July 6. The bold number on 
the left indicates the average slug count for the week, followed by the standard 
number on the right, which indicates the total traps set up in that county! 
 

Figure 1. Slug feeding on 
soybean cotyledon in the field. 
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July Plantings for Warm-Season Annual Grass 
Forages 
By: Emma Matcham, Marina Miquilini, Gigi Neal, Christine Gelley, Lauren Geiss 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-21/july-plantings-
warm-season-annual-grass-forages  
 
This spring’s wet weather delayed planting of 
some of our May forages. Combined with a 
cool June that kept soil temperatures below 
optimal for many warm-season annual grasses, 
there have been some questions about late-
planting options for forage crops.  
 
The success of early-planted warm-season 
annual grasses (sudangrass, sorghum-
sudangrass, millet, and teff) is typically 
determined by soil temperature, and soils 
should be above 60-65* F before you begin 
planting. Later in the summer, establishment 
success is more moisture dependent. Yields 
can also be reduced for late-planted crops, since they’ll have a reduced growing 
season.  
 
We don’t have a lot of recent data on exact cut-off dates for warm-season annual 
forage establishment in Ohio. The Ohio Agronomy Guide recommends that 
plantings continue through late-June in northern Ohio, and that plantings can 
continue through mid-July in southern Ohio. Anecdotally, we’ve seen successful 
sorghum-sudangrass establishment into July throughout the state as long as 
adequate soil moisture is available during planting.  
 
If you’re considering a late planting of warm-season annual grasses on your farm, 
pay attention to ground prep. No-till establishment is certainly possible in many 
years, but the heavy, intense rains that covered most of Ohio in June has caused 
both crusting and extensive weed pressure in some fields. Tillage can help manage 
both crusting and weeds, although it may also reduce soil moisture. Plant quickly 
after tillage is completed to reduce these concerns.  
 
Regardless of whether you choose to till or not, proper drill set up will help optimize 
establishment. Teff should be planted 1/8-1/4 inch deep, and must be drilled, not 
broadcast. Species like millet and sorghum-sudangrass should be planted ½-1 inch 
deep. These larger-seeded warm-season annual grasses can also be broadcast 
and harrowed in, but fields established this way will be more sensitive to dry 

Sorghum sudangrass 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-21/july-plantings-warm-season-annual-grass-forages
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-21/july-plantings-warm-season-annual-grass-forages
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weather in the week or two following planting. Make sure to increase your seeding 
rate by about 1/3 for broadcast plantings as compared to drill plantings, and learn 
more about seeding rate recommendations in the Ohio Agronomy Guide.  
 
In short, you still have a few weeks to get warm-season annual grasses planted. 
Pay attention to weeds and soil moisture to optimize establishment.   
Don’t have an Ohio Agronomy Guide? Call your local extension office or get one 
here: https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/ohio-agronomy-guide-16th-edition-pdf/ 
 
Hay barn fires a real hazard when mother nature 
keeps sending rain 
By: Jason Hartschuh 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/07/02/hay-barn-fires-a-real-hazard-when-mother-
nature-keeps-sending-rain/  
 
Mother Nature has been at it again, hardly giving us 
enough days to make silage or balelage, let alone 
dry hay. It seems like there is a risk of pop-up 
showers every afternoon. Some areas of the state 
are better off than others, but the ground is often 
wet, so the forage lying against the ground does not 
dry very well. When it is not raining, the humidity is 
often high. When the relative humidity is 90%, the 
hay will never get dry enough to bale. Even when 
the relative humidity is 80% the moisture won’t fall 
below 20% to safely bale dry without propionic acid. 
These conditions are hazardous for hay harvest, as 
wet hay not only rots but also may burn. Hay fires 
are caused when bacteria in wet hay create so much 
heat that the hay spontaneously combusts in the presence of oxygen. At over 20% 
moisture, mesophilic bacteria release heat, causing the temperature to rise to 130 to 
140ºF, with the temperature staying high for up to 40 days. As temperatures rise, 
thermophilic bacteria can proliferate in your hay, raising the temperature into the fire 
danger zone, exceeding 175°F. 
 
Assessing your risk 
Monitoring haystack temperature is a good idea whenever hay is stored above 18% 
moisture. All hay with a moisture content over 15% undergoes a heating and sweating 
period, typically peaking in temperature between 125-130°F, within three to seven days 
after baling, with minimal risk of combustion or forage quality loss. After the peak 
temperature is reached, hay generally returns to normal temperature over the next 15 to 
60 days. 

At over 20% moisture, mesophilic 
bacteria release heat, causing stored 
hay temperature to rise. 

https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/ohio-agronomy-guide-16th-edition-pdf/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/07/02/hay-barn-fires-a-real-hazard-when-mother-nature-keeps-sending-rain/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/07/02/hay-barn-fires-a-real-hazard-when-mother-nature-keeps-sending-rain/
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If hay was baled between 15-20% moisture and acid preservatives were used, there is 
still potential for a hay fire, but not as great as on non-treated hay. Having a moisture 
tester on your baler can help you know the variability across your field in moisture and 
when to use hay preservatives. Without a moisture tester, if you occasionally find darker 
green damp spots or the humidity is high, be sure to monitor for heating. Most propionic 
acid-based products are effective when applied at the correct rates to inhibit bacterial 
growth in hay with up to 25% moisture, with variable effectiveness at 25-30% moisture. 
Some products contain preservatives such as ethoxyquin or butylated hydroxytoluene, 
which, at very high temperatures of 240°F or above, produce hydrogen cyanide gas, 
which is deadly. Products that contain primarily propionic acid do not have this risk. 

Temperature assessment 
125° F/51.6° C – No Action needed. 
 
150° F/65.6° C  – Hay is entering the danger zone, check temperatures twice per day. 
Disassemble haystacks moving bales outside to allow air circulation to cool the hay. 

160° F/71.1° C – Hay has reached the danger zone. Carefully check hay temperature 
every few hours. Disassemble stacked hay to promote air circulation to cool hay be very 
careful of even hotter spots. Have a tank of water present while unstacking. 

175-190° F/79.4-87.8° C – Hot spots or fire pockets are likely. Alert fire service to the 
possible hay fire incident. Close barns to minimize air movement around the hay. With 
the assistance of the fire service, remove hot hay. Be aware that bales may burst into 
flames, so keep tractors wet so the tractor does not catch fire. 

200°+ F/93.3°+ C – Fire is present within the haystack near the temperature probe. With 
the assistance of the fire service, remove hot hay. If possible, inject water into the hot 
spot to cool hay before moving. Most likely a fire will occur, keep tractors wet and fire 
hose lines charged in the barn and along the route to where bales will be stacked. 

Monitoring the haystack 
There are a couple of options available to monitor hay temperature. One of these uses 
technology, like the cables that can be used to monitor the temperature in stored grain. 
There are a couple of companies that produce cables that can be placed between bales 
in a stack. Monitoring probes are also available, which are placed in bales and use radio 
frequency signals to communicate with a receiver that uploads these temperatures to 
the web. 
 
If you believe that your hay is at risk of heating, monitoring temperature is critical.  It 
should be done daily until temperatures stabilize in the safe zone or reach 150°F, when 
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monitoring needs to be increased twice daily. This can be done with technology or 
manual temperature probes. When monitoring hay temperature, be very cautious; hot 
hay can burn within the stack and cause cavities underneath that you can fall into. Use 
planks to spread out your weight while walking on the stack and have a harness system 
attached to the ceiling in case you fall into a burned-out cavity. Also, work in pairs with 
someone on the ground within voice range to assist you if you find yourself in a bad 
situation. Temperature monitoring should continue for approximately six weeks, until 
values stabilize within the safe zone. 

Temperature monitoring depends on the stack size but should be taken close to the 
center of the stack. In larger stacks, ideally, this is 8 feet down in the stack. This can be 
done by purchasing a long probe thermometer or building your own. This length of 
probe will be hard to push into the stack, so handles will be helpful. Building your own 
can be done with a 3/8-to 3/4-inch piece of pipe or electrical tube cut to a closed point. 
The pipe size will depend on the size of the thermometer probe that you will insert into 
the pipe. A digital or dial thermometer with a remote probe sensor works well. A larger 
pipe can be used, and a thermometer on a string can be lowered into the pipe. Drill 
3/16-inch holes in the bottom four feet of the pipe. Leave the thermometer in the stack 
for about 10 minutes to get an accurate reading. A less accurate method is to leave a 
pipe in the stack all day, and if a section is too hot to hold in your hand when removed, 
you are at risk of fire. An infrared thermometer can also be used to assess the 
temperature of the pipe as soon as you pull it out. Any time temperatures are above 
175ºF, hay should not be removed from the barn until the local fire department is 
present; you are at risk for fire. Once the fire department is present, hay should be 
carefully removed from the barn, with charged fire hoses ready in case spontaneous 
combustion occurs. 

Have a safe and well-drying hay season this year! 

Managing ‘Untimely’ Pasture Grasses 
By: Victor Shelton 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/07/02/managing-untimely-pasture-grasses/ 
 
I was recently at a pasture ecology workshop in 
Southern Indiana and there was a lot of 
discussion about the weather and its impact on 
pastures this year. For most of the area east of 
the Mississippi River there was a lot of forage 
growth, and it came on fast. 

Most of those same areas have had a lot of 
rain. Prolonged rainfall and saturated soils create 

Grazing the best and laying 
down the rest has benefits. 
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anaerobic conditions, leading to nitrogen losses through denitrification, leaching and 
reduced uptake.  Grasses are highly affected, while legumes may lose some nitrogen-
fixing ability. 

Saturated soils and nitrogen loss place significant stress on cool-season forages, 
weakening root function, reducing nutrient uptake, and slowing growth. In response to 
this stress, many cool-season grasses may shift into reproductive mode earlier than 
normal, going to seed sooner as a survival mechanism. While this helps the plant 
reproduce, it leads to lower forage quality, reduced regrowth and more stemmy, less 
digestible feed. This spurred a fair amount of discussion at the workshop about how you 
should manage this grass gone wild! 
Timely grazing starts before grasses are in late boot stage, the stage when the seed 
head is almost ready to emerge from the stem but hasn’t fully developed. If it’s grazed 
during this time, you will stop most seed head production. This is also true with regard 
to clipping during this stage of growth. You generally can only graze so much once this 
begins and when conditions favor or push reproduction because of environmental 
stresses, it quickly gets out of control. 

Moving faster and top grazing can produce comparable results, but it’s hard, if not 
impossible, to keep the entire farm in that condition through grazing alone. Plan B is 
almost always clipping.   In my experience, clipping can be beneficial for maintaining 
forage quality. I typically clip most fields at least once, with the best results occurring 
when it’s done during late boot.  That timing not only reduces seed head production for 
the year but also encourages tillering and regrowth and helps maintain quality. These 
fields are usually ready to be grazed again in about 30 days depending on fertility, 
rainfall and stop grazing height. 

Timeliness wasn’t in the picture this year, at least not for me and many others. Periods 
dry enough to even consider doing any clipping were shadowed by minute thoughts on 
forage harvesting on designated hay fields. Do you mow or clip when there is enough 
soil moisture to run off the wheels or leave tracks in the field? I don’t want to create or 
add to any compaction issues – the cows are doing enough pugging in wet areas 
already. Compacted soils can show their dirty side later on especially if it decides to turn 
dry. 

Now, there’s no argument that clipping pastures won’t improve forage quality and likely 
help promote new forage growth if done timely but what if it’s not timely? What if it’s 
already fully mature or at least appears to be? We must consider the cost of the 
endeavor and the impact on the forages if forced procrastination was present. Most 
brush-hogs can’t mow high enough to not remove valuable forage and the solar panel if 
not previously grazed. So, no matter the time frame, I won’t clip before grazing first, 
period.  We’ve been so wet this year that I hate to admit I’ve not got any clipping done 
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yet – but the brush-hog is hooked up and I’m hopefully progressing by the time you read 
this.  I’m now at 32.95 inches of rain for the year as I write this. The soil has been wetter 
than I prefer to have a tractor on. That can change quickly though — and it has — 
drought is always only two weeks away. 

Now, that said, if you are trying to build soil organic matter or improve soil health and 
you are not trying to maximize average daily gain on finishing animals on just forages, 
then a slightly more relaxed approach is workable. Graze the best and leave the rest. 
For best results, allocate forages for short grazing periods – ideally less than two days 
allowing the animals to eat the best and lay down the rest to help improve soil health 
and increase soil organic matter. These allocations are generally ready to graze again 
in 45 to 60 days depending on the year. 

I’ve been recently asked how those “laid down” pastures compare to tightly grazed 
fields –i.e., overgrazed. They both appear to be flattened and short in nature and what 
about stop grazing heights? 

When you overgraze, grazing to less than three inches in most cases, you are removing 
a high percentage of the solar panel for the system, so photosynthesis is tremendously 
slowed, forage roots die back with self-pruning, energy reserves are reduced, generally 
less residue is left on the soil surface and the recovery time is extended the closer it 
was grazed. 

If you allocate short moves allowing the ruminants to graze the best and leaving the 
majority of the rest flattened on the ground, the solar panel isn’t completely removed or 
disrupted, there is significantly less root dieback, the soil is kept covered with residue, 
less energy is lost, and regrowth is not impacted near as much as overgrazing. 

Sometimes I think there’s a bit too much emphasis on building soil organic matter and 
soil health. Not that those aren’t important, they are, but I believe it’s more effective to 
keep the primary focus on the forage with livestock in mind. When managed well, both 
the forage and the soil will benefit. 

If you do have to clip, try and mimic grazing or clip to remove stems and seed head, 
preferably before they form, which will promote more tillers. Clipping also evens out the 
stand if done at the right height and will help the livestock to graze more evenly next 
time around. Haying is the last option and one to be avoided if possible.  If it turns dry, 
that forage will be needed for grazing.  Haying pasture might increase your chances of 
feeding hay earlier and it is almost always better to leave nutrients where they are by 
grazing than to have to make sure to get them back where they should be. 
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It’s not about maximizing a single grazing event but optimizing the entire grazing 
season. Observe, plan ahead and keep on grazing! 

Selling home-produced foods that use fresh fruit: 
know the laws 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-07012025-332pm/selling-home-produced-
foods-use-fresh-fruit-know-laws  
 
Fresh fruits are coming into season all 
across Ohio, offering those who sell 
home-produced foods opportunities for 
new seasonal products.  But it’s 
important to know how Ohio law 
regulates fruit-based foods, which can 
include a wide range of products such as 
jams, pies, and cheesecakes.  Some of 
these food products are safe to make at 
home and sell to consumers with just 
minimal regulatory requirements, but 
producers might be surprised to learn that some fruit-based product ideas might 
require a different license or simply cannot be legally produced in a home-based 
kitchen.  Here’s a rundown on different laws that apply to fruit-based home-
produced foods. 
 
Baked goods using fresh fruit 
 
Adding fresh fruit to baked goods such as muffins, cookies, breads, pies, and 
cakes is permissible under Ohio’s “Cottage Food Law.”  The cottage food law 
regulates lower-risk foods and allows home producers to make and sell foods on 
the cottage food list without a license, although the law does contain labeling 
requirements and marketing restrictions on cottage foods.  For baked goods, the 
Cottage Food Law allows home-based producers to make any “non-hazardous” 
baked good without the need for a license or inspection.  Non-hazardous baked 
goods include cookies, brownies, cakes, breads, fruit pies, cobblers, granola bars, 
and unfilled baked donuts.   
 
But note that using fruit in certain ways can affect the food safety risk and change 
whether the Cottage Food Law applies to the food.  Here are three exceptions 
when using fruit with baked goods: 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-07012025-332pm/selling-home-produced-foods-use-fresh-fruit-know-laws
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-07012025-332pm/selling-home-produced-foods-use-fresh-fruit-know-laws
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• Drying or dehydrating the fruit.  A producer can’t dry or dehydrate the 
fresh fruit before adding it to the baked good. Because drying and 
dehydration processes increase food safety risk, the Cottage Food Law 
doesn’t allow those practices.  A producer can, however, purchase and 
add commercially dried or dehydrated fruits to baked goods. 
 

• Fruit garnishes and fillings.  A different law applies when using fresh 
fruit as a garnish or filling in or on a baked good, as the fruit now 
creates a food safety risk. Because the baked good must be prepared 
properly and held at certain temperatures to keep it from spoiling, a 
home-based producer must have a “Home Bakery” license and a home 
inspection to produce the higher-risk fruit-based product and also must 
obtain a “Retail Food Establishment” license to sell the goods at a 
farmer’s market. 
 

• Cheesecakes, cream pies and custard pies.  These types of baked 
goods are not included on the Cottage Food list, so the law differs for 
them—whether with or without fruit.  As dairy products, cheesecakes, 
cream pies and custard pies require temperature controls to reduce 
food safety risk. A producer who wants to sell any of these products 
must have a Home Bakery license, along with a Retail Food 
Establishment license if selling at a farmer’s market. 
 

Fruit-based jams and jellies 
 
Most jams, jellies, chutneys and fruit butters also fall under Ohio’s Cottage Food 
Law, and producers can make the products at home and sell them without a food 
license.  But there are exceptions! Home-based producers need to know that Ohio 
law treats these fruit-based jam and jelly products differently: 
 

• Freezer jam or jelly.   Freezer jam or jelly is made without cooking the 
fruit and to keep it from spoiling, it requires storage at lower 
temperatures in a freezer or refrigerator.  Freezer jam or jelly is not a 
cottage food, as it has higher food safety risk, and must be produced in 
a commercial kitchen with proper licensing. 
 

• Sugar-free jam, jelly or fruit butter.  Using certain types of artificial 
sweeteners increases the food safety risk of these types of 
products.  For this reason, sugar-free jam and jelly products are not on 
the cottage food list.  As with freezer jams and jellies, production in a 
licensed commercial kitchen is necessary. 
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Salsas and relishes 
 
A fresh peach salsa is a sure sign of summer, but home-based producers need to 
know that they can't make and sell salsa from a home kitchen.  Salsas, relishes, 
fermented foods, pickles, sauces—all of these types of foods carry higher food 
safety risks.  Proper facilities and processing practices are critical to maintain the 
food’s safety, so the foods must be made in a licensed commercial facility. 
 
For more information 
 
Do you want to know more about the Cottage Food Law and Home Bakery 
Law?  Visit the Food Law Library on OSU’s Farm Office website for videos and 
bulletins, along with information about our Food Business Central online 
course.  For questions about making foods in licensed food processing facilities 
and commercial kitchens, the two governmental agencies to contact with questions 
are the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety Division and your 
local Health Department.   Do you need help developing a food product idea? See 
the resources offered by the Northeast Ohio Ag Innovation Center. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
July 30-31, 2025 
North American Manure Expo 
Fulton County Fairgrounds 
 
August 2, 2025  
Northeast Ohio Hay Day 
Norden MFG, Mesopotamia, OH 
 
August 12, 2025  
9:00am – 5:00pm 
Spraying Technologies Vineyards 
Quarry Hill Winery & Orchard 
 
August 28, 2025  
Trumbull County Corn Field Night 
WI Miller and Sons, Farmdale, OH 
 
 
 

September 3, 2025  
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Equine Pasture Walks 
Grand Haven Horse Farm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/food-law
https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/food-safety
https://odh.ohio.gov/find-local-health-districts
https://senr.osu.edu/extension-outreach/northeast-ohio-ag-innovation-center




CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory bas is . For more information, visit 
cfaesdivers ity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, 

visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ashtabula, Clermont, and Wayne County Extension Offices

Equine Pasture Walks
Join us for a unique, statewide hands-on learning experience focused on 
equine pasture management. This interactive tour takes place on a working 
horse pasture—perfect for seeing best practices in action. Bring your 
questions and curiosity as we explore how to create healthier, more 
productive grazing environments for your horses!
• Plant/root physiology 
• Mud management/ dry lots 
• Grazing sticks and forage calculations 
• Weed ID and poisonous plants 

Light refreshments served at 5:30 PM at each location. No RSVP required. 
Free for all to attend. 

DATES:
July 23rd Wayne County, OSU ATI 
August 20th Clermont County
September 3rd Ashtabula County

TIME: 6:00–8:00 p.m.

Pick one to join us that is closest to you, or feel free to visit different farms throughout 

Ohio! 

Wayne County 
Jul 23rd 2025 

Ohio State ATI Equine Center
3339 S Apple Creek Rd.
Apple Creek, OH 44606
Contact: Janessa Hill at 
hill.1357@osu.edu or 

330-674-3015

Clermont County 
Aug 20th 2025

Grassy Acres Horse Retreat, 
3991 Afton-Elklick Rd.

Batavia, OH 45103
Contact: Gigi Neal at 
neal.331@osu.edu or 

513-732-7070

Ashtabula County
Sept 3rd 2025

Grand Haven Horse Farm
2000 E Union Rd.

Jefferson, OH 44047
Contact: Amanda Barnum at 

barnum.28@osu.edu or  
440-576-9008 

EVENT SPONSORS:

OSU ATI Equine Center 

Ashtabula SWCD 

Clermont SWCD 

Holmes SWCD

Wayne SWCD 
Ashtabula Extension Office 

Clermont Extension Office 

Holmes Extension Office 
Wayne Extension Office

OSU Extension Equine Team 

OSU Forage Team 

mailto:hill.1357@osu.edu
mailto:nea.331@osu.edu
mailto:barnum.28@ous.edu


Forage Testing Now Available!
The Ohio State University

Sustainable Agroecosystems Laboratory

Gauge forage quality 
of your hay and pasture with test results for:

Dry matter - Crude protein - Digestibility - Fiber content 
(ADF and NDF) - Nutrients AND MORE!

Plus! Get helpful test interpretation!

Standing Forage Stored Forage (hay and silage) 

For more information:
https://u.osu.edu/forageanalysis/

Marília Chiavegato, Assistant Professor
chiavegato.1@osu.edu (614) 625-7512

mailto:chiavegato.1@osu.edu
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