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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

Rain, rain go away. What a spring it has been for 

planting this year. Some have got hay of others have 
had time to go over equipment to make sure it is 
ready to roll. With the delay in hay production, it is 

important to think about the quality that will be coming 
off the field.

OSU Extension is offering Hay Testing. There is more 
details about the program later in the newsletter. If 

anyone has any questions or wants assistants with 
testing, please give us a call. 

Stay safe and make the most of it!
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Cover Crop ‘Forage’ an Option for Prevented Planting 
Acers 
By: Stan Smith 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/06/11/cover-crop-forage-an-option-for-prevented-
planting-acres/#more-18469 

1973, 1981, 2007, 2012, 2018, 2019, 2022 . . . we each recall one or more years in our 
past when an extraordinarily wet Ohio spring prevented us from planting corn and 
soybeans in a timely fashion, if at all. Many around Ohio are now adding 2025 to the list. 

According to USDA’s June 9 Crop Progress Report only 89% of Ohio’s corn had been 
planted. At the same time soybean planting progress stood at 84% complete. Today, as 
we sit here on June 11, we know a few things for certain: 

• Throughout Ohio there remain thousands of unplanted acres that were originally
intended for either corn or soybeans.

• The Risk Management Agency (RMA) ‘final planting date’ that allows planting
without reducing the crop insurance guarantee for corn in Ohio was June 5, and
is June 20 for soybeans.

• Despite the value of producing corn and soybeans for the marketplace, for those
with coverage, today the income resulting from the Prevented Planting option
offered by crop insurance must be considered a viable alternative. (see the
recent C.O.R.N. newsletter and Ohio AgManager blog posting June
Considerations When Using the Prevented Planting Option)

• With a short supply of high quality forage resulting from the 2024 Ohio drought,
and spring 2025 weather that has prevented completing a timely forage harvest,
for livestock producers, planting a cover crop mix that could be utilized as feed
later this year could add value to unplanted acres.

Today, insured corn and soybean growers throughout Ohio find themselves at the 
crossroads of decisions that pit the overwhelming desire to plant and grow a crop 
against the reality that financially and agronomically it might be a sound alternative to 
accept a Prevented Planting insurance payment. Adding further support to the notion 
that today one might be better off not planting remaining intended corn acres (or 
perhaps soybeans as June 20 quickly approaches) is the opportunity to plant a cover 
crop mix in those insured but unplanted acres and utilize it for cattle feed later this year. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-17/june-considerations-when-using-prevented-planting-option
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-17/june-considerations-when-using-prevented-planting-option
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Once the final planting date is passed and the decision to apply for Prevented Planting 
(PP) has been made, cover crop mixes – including those a cow can eat – may be 
planted on PP acres and hayed or grazed at any time without affecting the PP payment. 
It may take some creativity to turn cover crop mixes into feed later this summer or fall 
but considering that availability of quality forages in Ohio may be limited it merits 
consideration. 

When considering planting a cover crop mix on PP acres for it’s soil health benefits that 
you might later hay or graze, check with your crop insurance agent and Farm 
Service Agency for reporting requirements or any additional restrictions or timing 
issues you might need to consider. 

For more detail on past experiences with planting and feeding spring oats and other 
annual forage cover crops in Ohio, search ‘summer annual’ and find any one of a 
number of previous articles posted at https://u.osu.edu/beef/ including: 

Oats as a late summer forage crop 

Utilizing Annual Forages for Cattle Feed 

Wheat’s early, are oats a doublecrop ‘forage’ option? 

Lep Monitoring Network Update #7 – Corn Earworm 
and Western Bean Cutworm 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-17/lep-monitoring-
network-update-7-–-corn-earworm-and-western-bean  

It is our 7th week of monitoring moth pests in 
Ohio, and this week we will no longer be 
reporting on BCW and AMW because we are 
switching gears to start monitoring for the corn 
earworm (CEW) and Western bean cutworm 
(WBC). To monitor these pests, we will be 
using green bucket traps (similar to the traps 
we used for BCW and AMW). These pests are 
monitored starting the week of June 1st and 
will continue through the week of August 
4th for WBC and August 18th for CEW. For our 
first report, we saw low numbers of CEW and 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/06/24/oats-as-a-late-summer-forage-crop/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/02/10/utilizing-annual-forages-for-cattle-feed/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/06/26/wheats-early-are-oats-a-doublecrop-forage-option/
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no WBC. Read below for more specific county information.  

Corn Earworm 

The corn earworm (CEW) is a crop pest 
native to Ohio whose larvae feed on corn. 
This not only directly damages the 
kernels; it also can cause pollination 
problems from silk damage, increase the 
risk of mold, and open the ear to other 
infestations. The adults are yellowish 
brown and have a wingspan of 32-45mm. 
Monitoring for larvae is difficult, so we will 
be monitoring for adults using bucket 
traps. Each trap has a lure that mimics 
the pheromones from the female moths. 
Traps will be checked weekly, and the 
numbers will be reported for each 
participating county. 

This week, we monitored corn earworm in 13 counties, with a total of 27 traps. 
CEW is starting to emerge across Ohio but is present in only small numbers. There 
seems to be more moths in the western half of the state at the moment, but with a 
state average of only 0.7 moths, it is hard to draw any meaningful conclusions. No 
counties have enough moths to cause any concern. 

More information on CEW can be found 
here https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-27/corn-earworm-
field-corn-watch-molds 

Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State 
University, Image from Bugwood.org 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-27/corn-earworm-field-corn-watch-molds
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-27/corn-earworm-field-corn-watch-molds
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Corn Earworm Moth Map 

Week 1 

June 2nd to June 8th, 2025 

Figure 1. Average corn 
earworm (CEW) moths 
captured from June 2nd to 
June 8th. The bold number 
indicates the average moth 
count for the week, 
followed by the standard 
deviation, which indicates 
the total traps set up in that 
county. 

June Consideration When Using the Prevented 
Planting Option 
By: Eric Richer, Dr. Carl Zulauf, Aaron Wilson  
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-17/june-
considerations-when-using-prevented-planting-option  

Note: This is a revised, re-post of an article originally written 
for www.ohioagmanager.osu.edu on May 29, 2025. 

According to the June 9th Crop Progress Report by the USDA National Ag Statistics 
Service, Ohio had 89% of corn planted, somewhat behind the 5-year average of 94% 
planted. In 2024, 94% was planted by this report date. While much of Ohio had a 
productive planting week, several areas of the state- Southwest and Northeast- remain 
behind in their planting progress due to wet weather.  

http://www.ohioagmanager.osu.edu/
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The lag in corn planting progress this year has 
prompted increasing interest in evaluating the 
Prevented Planting option available through 
multi-peril crop insurance. The purpose of this 
article is to walk through the options, 
mechanics, and economics of electing 
prevented planting for your corn crop utilizing 
2025 values. 

We are not crop insurance agents, so our most 
important message is that for those thinking 
about prevented planting, talk sooner rather 
than later with your insurance agent.  

In Ohio, June 5 is the date at which prevented planting becomes an electable 
option.  For soybeans, the date is June 20. 

As of June 5, a farmer who has individual farm yield (YP) and revenue (RP and RP-
HPE) insurance for corn has 3 basic options: 

Option 1: Plant corn. Until June 5, you are eligible for your full guarantee at the 
coverage level you elected. Using the 20-year USDA-NASS Trendline Ohio corn yield of 
190 bu/acre as the Actual Production History (APH) insurance yield and the $4.70/bu 
2025 projected insurance price for corn, the full guarantee at 80% coverage is 
$714/acre (190 x $4.70 x 80%). If you elect to plant corn after June 5, your guarantee 
declines 1% per day through June 25. For example, if you plant corn on June 8, the 
guarantee formula (190 APH, 80% coverage) would be: 80% x 190 bu/ac x $4.70 x 97% 
= $693/acre. If you plant after June 25, you can choose not to insure your corn crop, or 
you can insure at the policy’s prevented planting revenue level. Planting dates need to 
be recorded, as rules apply on a field-by-field and acre-by-acre basis. 

Option 2: Switch from corn to another crop, most likely soybeans. You are charged the 
soybean insurance premium, not the corn premium. A key agronomy question: Did you 
apply a chemistry that prevents you from planting soybeans? June weather (local and 
regional), supply/demand economics, geo-political issues, trade policy, and input 
options increase the complexity of this decision. 

Option 3: File for prevented planting, assuming corn is not planted by June 5. The 
mechanics of prevented planting are important. To qualify for prevented planting, a crop 
must have been planted, harvested, and insured on the acres in question in one of the 
last four years. Prevented planting acres must total at least 20 acres or 20% of the 
insured land unit (lesser of the two). Consult your crop insurance agent to determine 
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your total eligible acres, as this is a key question. Also, prevented planting claims can 
be denied if prevented planting is not common in your area. 

A corn policy has a standard 55% prevented planting guarantee (buy-up available to 
60%). To be very clear, the Harvest Price Option does not apply. Prevented planting 
indemnity payments are not re-adjusted to a higher harvest price. Prevented planting 
does not affect your yield history as long as you do not plant a second crop. 

To continue our example from above, the indemnity payment for prevented planting 
corn would be: 190 bu/ac x $4.70 x 80% coverage x 55% prevented planting rate = 
$393/acre. Please remember that this calculation can vary widely based on coverage 
level elected (50-85%), prevented planting buy up (55% to 60%), and the insured APH 
yield for the claimed acres. In our example, this $393/acre would also be the amount at 
which you could choose to insure a corn crop planted after June 25 (versus no 
insurance at all). 

In comparing and evaluating the three options, questions to ask include: 

• What inputs (fertilizer, chemicals, etc.) have already been applied? 
• Will you need to pay ‘restocking fees’ for returned seed or other inputs? 
• Does my applied chemistry limit my options? 
• What are the year-long weed control costs? 
• If utilizing cover crops, what will their cost be? 
• Is the land owned, or cash or share rented? 
• Will the prevented planting indemnity cover costs already incurred and the fixed 

costs of Land, Labor, and Management? 
• What do I save on machinery wear and tear by not planting and harvesting? 
• What are the potential additional drying costs due to late harvesting? 
• What is my expected price at harvest? 
• Are there missed opportunity costs (marketing) because of taking prevented 

planting? 
• What effect does your crop insurance unit structure have on your decision? 
• What are livestock feed needs? 
• Are there costs associated with not fulfilling forward-contracted corn? 
• Do I want to tile the field? 

This article does not address these questions, but you should as a part of this decision. 

Prevented planting insurance payments can qualify for a 1-year deferral for inclusion in 
income tax. If this is a consideration for you, please talk to your insurance agent, as 
specific conditions must be met   
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A summary comparison is the net return to the prevented planting option vs. the net 
return to planting a crop. This comparison involves a number of assumptions about 
price, yield, and cost. This is decision-making under uncertainty. Your assumptions may 
or may not turn out to be accurate. Prevented planting may or may not be the best 
choice for your farm at this moment. 

Reporting prevented planting acres, should you elect that option, is quite simple. To 
report prevented planting acres, you first need to turn in a notice (starting June 6) to 
your insurance agent. Then report prevented planting to the USDA Farm Service 
Agency to get it on your acreage report. Then, work with your adjuster to finalize the 
claim, which will generally be paid within 30 days. NOTE: The total acres of prevented 
planting corn that you can file in 2025 cannot exceed the greatest number of acres of 
corn you reported in any of the previous four years (2021-2024).  

Every farmer’s situation has unique considerations.  We encourage you to run the 
numbers for yourself and make an informed farm management decision with the tools 
you have available and in consultation with your crop insurance agent. 

References: 

Richer. E., Bruynis, C.  (2019). Prevent plant…What’s That Again? OSU’s Ohio Ag 
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again/ 

Richer. E., Bruynis, C. (2022). Evaluating the Prevent Plant Option. OSU’s Ohio Ag 
Manager Blog. https://u.osu.edu/ohioagmanager/2022/06/09/evaluating-the-prevent-
plant-option/ 
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USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (2019). Crop Progress-May 28, 
2019. https://downloads.usda.library.cornell.edu/usda-
esmis/files/8336h188j/4b29bg92m/8910k3910/prog2219.pdf 

USDA Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (2024).  Prevented Planting Standards 
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Statewide Slug Monitoring Project – Update #4 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-17/statewide-slug-
monitoring-project-–-update-4  
 
Our fourth slug report covers monitoring from 
June 2ndto June 8th. During this time, we 
had 18 counties monitoring a total of 143 
shingle traps. Because of the rain and cold 
temperatures, many fields have not been 
planted, and our slug numbers are low 
compared to last year. Our highest slug 
average over the past week was 5.8, which 
was an outlier from the statewide average of 
0.8 slugs per trap. We will continue to update 
slug numbers as the season continues, so stay 
tuned for slug updates over the next few 
weeks! Slug shingle monitoring in Ohio is 
funded by the United 
Soybean Board.  
 
Slugs in Ohio 
Week 4 
June 2nd – June 8th, 2025  
 
Figure 2. Average slugs 
captured from June 2nd 
to June 8th. The bold 
number on the left 
indicates the average 
slug count for the week, 
followed by the standard 
number on the right, 
which indicates the total 
traps set up in that 
county 
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Stockpiling Cool-Season Grasses with Fall Nitrogen 
Applications 
By: Ted Wiseman  
Source: https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-0185 
 

Stockpiling cool-season grasses is a widely recommended forage management practice 
that helps extend the grazing season and reduce reliance on stored feeds during winter. 
This method involves allowing grasses such as tall fescue, orchardgrass, and Kentucky 
bluegrass to grow during late summer and fall without grazing so they can be used later 
in the season. 

Applying nitrogen fertilizer in late summer or early fall enhances the yield and quality of 
the stockpiled forage. The timing and rate of nitrogen application, along with the choice 
of grass species, are key factors that influence the effectiveness of this approach. The 
application of nitrogen (N) to increase forage dry matter (DM) is well documented 
(Collins & Balasko, 1981; Gerrish et al., 1994; Riesterer et al., 2000; Scarbrough et al., 
2004; Teutsch et al., 2011). 

By combining fall nitrogen applications with proper grazing management, livestock 
producers can improve pasture productivity, reduce feed costs, and support more 
sustainable forage systems. 

Tall fescue is commonly considered a versatile and persistent perennial forage for 
grazing livestock. It is the most desirable grass to stockpile for late-fall and winter 
grazing. During the fall, this grass produces higher yields of stockpiled forage of 
superior quality compared to most other temperate grasses. The fall-saved forage is 
very palatable and high in digestibility (high in soluble sugars). Forage-quality losses 
from leaf deterioration after frost are lower for tall fescue compared to most other 
forages. 

In southern Ohio, tall fescue will stay green and may even grow a little during warm 
winter days. Tall fescue forms a strong sod tolerant of trampling damage, which is 
common on wet pasture soils during the winter. Winter grazing has minimal influence on 
the yield or quality of this grass in the following season. 

Tall fescue has a bad reputation among many Ohio producers because animals do not 
graze it readily during the summer months. Some of this reduced summer palatability is 
associated with the presence of an endophyte fungus, Neotyphodium coenophialum, in 
the plant. This fungal endophyte produces alkaloids toxic to animals which cause 
various animal health problems. Many existing fescue stands are endophyte-infected, 
but the level of infection varies considerably. Animal health problems associated with 

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-0185
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endophyte-infected stands occur primarily in the summer when animals are under heat 
stress. Adverse health effects are less common on infected-fescue pastures in the fall 
and winter. The toxin produced by the fungal endophyte is less concentrated in leaf 
tissue than in the seedheads and stems, so the amount of toxin consumed in the fall is 
less than in the spring and early summer. The cooler temperatures in the fall and winter 
reduce the heat-stress problems associated with endophyte-infected fescue. 

Endophyte-free cultivars are available which are equal or superior to endophyte-infected 
cultivars in yield, quality, animal preference, and stockpiling. Persistence can be 
maintained with a high level of management. New cultivars have a novel endophyte that 
can be as aggressive as infected fescue, but they do not contain ergovaline—the 
alkaloid that causes livestock health problems. 

Considerations for Stockpiling 

Two components to consider when planning to stockpile tall fescue are the desired level 
of forage quality and yield. Each producer should consider feed requirements and 
determine whether high-quality forage is needed for young animals, stockers, and 
lactating animals, or if a maximum yield is required to stretch limited stored-feed 
supplies. Important management factors affect the balance between the yield and 
quality of stockpiled fescue: 

1. date of the last summer harvest or clipping (when to begin stockpiling) 
2. nitrogen application date 
3. nitrogen application rate 
4. amount of legume in the pasture. 

When to Begin Stockpiling 

The last-summer harvest or clipping should be timed so that stockpiled tall fescue 
growth can begin by mid-July in northern Ohio and by August 1 in southern Ohio. These 
dates provide the best compromise between the yield and quality of stockpiled forage 
for fall and winter grazing. If higher-quality forage is desired, perform the last clipping or 
harvest about two weeks later—early August in northern Ohio and mid-August in 
southern Ohio. If maximum yields are desired and the forage will be grazed in 
November or December, then make the last harvest or clipping earlier in the summer—
July 1 in northern Ohio and July 15 in southern Ohio. The effect of the final summer 
clipping date on the yield and quality of stockpiled tall fescue is illustrated in results from 
research in southeast Ohio (Table 1). Clipping the fescue in early July compared to mid-
August increased yields for November grazing but resulted in slightly lower crude-
protein levels. 
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Final Clipping 
Date 

Yield on 11/3 
(lb/acre) 

% Crude Protein 
(CP) on 11/3 

% CP on 12/20 %Cp on 2/11 

7/1 3,761 13.9 10.1 9.6 
8/16 3,194 15.2 11.0 10.9 

Table 1. Effect of final clipping date on dry matter yield and crude protein (CP) 
concentration in stockpiled tall fescue forage in SE Ohio 

Nitrogen Application Date 

The date of nitrogen-fertilizer application can influence the yield and quality of the 
stockpiled fescue. In general, nitrogen should be applied when the stockpiling period is 
initiated (soon after the last summer harvest). If nitrogen is applied during early August 
compared with late September, yields can potentially be higher (Figure 1), but forage 
quality will be slightly lower (Table 2). If nitrogen is applied after mid-August in northern 
Ohio and late August in southern Ohio, less yield response can be expected in most 
years because of the shorter growing period (Figure 1). Forage yield and quality 
response to late nitrogen applications will depend on growing conditions during the fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Effect of nitrogen application rate and date on dry matter forage yield of 
stockpiled tall fescue in SE Ohio. Date graphic by Ohio State University Extension. 

Application 
Date 

%CP on 
11/3 

%CP on 
12/20 

%CP 
on 2/1 

% Acid Detergent 
Fiber (ADF) on 11/3 

%ADF 
on 12/20 

%ADF 
on 2/11 

8/20 14.4 10.9 10.2 33.1 36.5 40.3 
9/24 17.3 11.3 11.8 30.0 34.6 38.9 

Table 2. Effect of nitrogen application date on crude protein (CP) and acid detergent 
fiber (ADF) concentrations in stockpiled tall fescue forage in SE Ohio. 
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Nitrogen Rate 
 
Stockpiled fescue yield and quality are also influenced by the rate of nitrogen 
applied. In southeastern Ohio, nitrogen application improved forage yield (Figure 1) 
and quality (Table 3) compared with no nitrogen. The highest forage yields were 
obtained at 92 lb/acre of N and 200 lb/acre of urea; however, the additional yield 
improvement with applications above 50 lb of actual N per acre is usually not great 
enough to warrant the additional expense. 
 
Nitrogen 
Rate 
(lb/ac) 

%CP on 
11/3 

%CP on 
12/20 

%CP on 
2/11 

%ADF on 
11/3 

%ADF on 
12/20 

%ADF on 
2/11 

0 9.4 8.4 7.2 35.6 36.2 44.6 
46 14.0 10.3 10.5 32.4 36.9 39.8 
92 17.7 12.0 11.5 30.7 34.2 39.4 

Table 3. E Effect of nitrogen application date on crude protein (CP) and acid detergent 
fiber (ADF) concentrations in stockpiled fescue forage in SE Ohio. 

If fescue pastures are high in summer annual grasses, such as crabgrass or foxtail, 
nitrogen efficiency for tall fescue growth will be low. Summer-annual grasses growing 
vigorously in August have the potential to utilize the available nitrogen, leaving little for 
the fescue. The summer annuals die with the first killing frost, leaving very poor-quality 
feed while the nitrogen is immobilized (unavailable) in the slowly decaying weeds. 
Therefore, nitrogen fertilization for stockpiling should be limited to pastures with a 
vigorous fescue sod that are relatively free of summer-annual grassy weeds. Aspect 
also plays a role in choosing the field to stockpile. Choose a south- or southeasterly-
facing slope that receives adequate warmth and sunlight during the winter months. 

When applying nitrogen in the summer, keep in mind that some forms are subject to 
surface volatilization, which results in a loss of available nitrogen to the plants. Vitosh et 
al. (1996) recommends that urea-containing fertilizer should receive ½ inch or more of 
rainfall before hydrolysis occurs to reduce or eliminate volatilization losses. Urease 
inhibitor products such as Agrotain® (Agrotain International) are advertised to reduce 
such volatilization by lengthening the amount of time before such loss occurs. The most 
common urease inhibitor is NBPT (N-(n-butyl) thiophosphoric triamide), sold under the 
trade name Agrotain® (Schwab & Murdock, 2010). Do not use urea if the pasture has 
been surface limed within the past three months. 
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Treatment Lb dry 
matter 
(DM) per 
acre 

Lb DM per 
acre 
above 
control 

CP % Acid 
Detergent 
Fiber (ADF) % 

Total 
Digestible 
Nutrients 
(TDN) % 

Control 2497 a* - 11.5 37.1 62.7 
Urea 3102 b 605 11.7 38.8 61.7 
Urea+Agrotain ® 3381 b 884 12.0 36.6 63.0 
Ammonium 
Sulfate 

3252 b 756 11.9 38.4 61.9 

*Least Significant Difference (LSD) = 335 (p<0.05). Mean with the same letter are not 
significantly different. 
Note: Although the timing of rainfall after treatment varied for each of the three years, 
responses to treatment remained consistent; therefore, only the summary is 
presented.  

 
Table 4. Results from nitrogen applications for three years at three sites in Southeastern 

Ohio. 
 
Pasture Legume Density 
 
The need for late-summer nitrogen application on fescue-clover pastures should be 
evaluated in terms of the forage needs of each specific operation. Forage legumes 
can be used to economically improve the forage yield and quality of tall fescue 
pastures. 
 
Red clover is an excellent legume species to frost seed or no-till seed into existing 
tall fescue stands every two years. Annual lespedeza is also an option in southern 
Ohio. Introducing legumes into tall fescue can reduce the need for nitrogen 
fertilizer, improve forage quality, and dilute the toxic effects of endophyte-infected 
tall fescue. Research in Maryland has demonstrated greater animal gains on 
fescue-clover pastures in the fall compared with pure tall fescue fertilized with 
nitrogen. But the nutritive value of a legume-dominant sward will deteriorate more 
rapidly with freezing temperatures than a fescue-dominant sward; 
therefore, stockpiled tall fescue-clover stands should be grazed earlier than pure 
tall fescue. 
 
Late-summer nitrogen applications on fescue-clover pastures can be used to 
increase carrying capacity by stimulating more tall fescue growth that will be 
available for grazing well into the winter months. Missouri research demonstrates 
that red clover persists well in fescue pastures receiving late-summer nitrogen 
applications, provided nitrogen is not applied in the spring. In addition, Missouri 
research has indicated that a pasture composed of 50% legume dry weight 
responded the same as applying 60 units of nitrogen to stockpiled pastures. 
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Grazing Management 
 
Grazing management is critical to efficient utilization of the forage. Managed 
grazing of stockpiled tall fescue in the winter will provide a good economic return 
because winter is the highest feed-cost time of the year. Livestock turned into a 
large pasture area will waste 60%–70% of the forage due to trampling and 
manuring of uneaten forage. Restricting access to a three-day supply of forage will 
likely double the number of grazing days. The following example demonstrates how 
to calculate grazing days per acre for a field with 4000 pounds of dry matter 
stockpiled. A 1,200-pound dry beef cow needs to graze approximately 3% of its 
body weight (36 pounds) per day. If grazing management is poor, approximately 
35% of 4,000 pounds (1,400 pounds) is available for feed. This provides grazing for 
39 days. If grazing is managed to achieve 70% utilization, then 2,800 pounds of dry 
matter will be available, providing 78 grazing days. 
 
The forage yield and quality of stockpiled fescue decreases as the winter 
progresses. In late fall and early winter, nutritive value may be adequate to support 
good growth rates for weaned calves or stockers, but it rapidly becomes more 
appropriate as a dry cow feed. Crude protein levels may not decrease greatly, but 
total energy will decrease significantly from November to March. If the length of the 
stockpiling period among pastures is different, begin grazing the oldest material 
first before it becomes too deteriorated. If some areas have a significant amount of 
red clover, graze them early as well because red clover deteriorates more rapidly 
after frost than tall fescue. 
 
Supplementation 
 
Stockpiled tall fescue forage is likely to become deficient in some nutrients as the 
winter progresses. It may be necessary to provide supplemental energy and protein 
in late winter and early spring for animals with higher nutrient requirements. 
Mineral supplementation is normally recommended for animals grazing dormant 
forages. Monitor your animals’ body condition, the forage analysis of stockpiled 
pasture, and any hay being fed to determine the need for 
additional supplementation. 
 
Management of stockpiled tall fescue is a key to cutting feed costs. Restrict access 
to a three-day supply of forage for November grazing. In early fall, the nutritive 
value of stockpiled fescue will most likely support weaned calves and stockers, but 
as winter progresses it becomes more suitable for dry cows. A mineral supplement 
is recommended for all animals grazing dormant forages. 
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Summary 
 
Stockpiled tall fescue is an economical source of feed for beef-cow herds and 
sheep in late fall and winter. Fields used for stockpiling should be well-drained to 
decrease problems with mud during the winter-grazing period. Where possible, use 
stands that are endophyte-free. Improved varieties of endophyte-free tall fescue 
stockpile as well as older endophyte-infected stands. Also, choose areas that 
provide good shelter, preferably with a southeast exposure. Hay or other stored 
feed should be available, especially during periods of extreme cold, heavy snow, 
and ice storms. 
 
Winter-grazing provides savings in feed and labor costs in caring for animals when 
good management practices are followed. Selecting the right combination of last 
summer harvest date, nitrogen rate, and nitrogen application date helps the 
producer tailor the tall fescue yield and quality to animals' nutritional requirements. 
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OSU Extension Offering Hay Testing Program 

By: Garth Ruff  
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/06/11/osu-extension-offering-hay-testing-program/ 
 

“Make hay while the sun shines.” How many times 
have you heard that said throughout the years? 
We’ve had some sunshine this spring/summer, but 
making first cutting “dry” hay has really been 
challenging for most farmers this year. Getting two 
or more days in a row without rain has been rare in 
the spring of 2025. 

In response to these challenges OSU Extension is 
offering a forage testing program with the goal of 
providing timely education regarding forage quality and winter supplementation and if 
enough samples are submitted, creating an eBarn’s county hay quality summary. Reach 
out to your local Extension office to confirm that they are participating in the testing 
program and the availability of a forage sampling probe. 

To participate you may submit dry hay or baleage samples to your local OSU Extension 
office by July 31, 2025 along with a form for each sample, and include this 
completed program summary sheet with your payment. The first sample analysis will 
cost $15, with subsequent samples costing $20. Near Infrared (NIR) Analysis will be 
completed. In return producers will receive values for Dry Matter Content, Total 
Digestible Nutrients, Crude Protein, ADF, NDF, Ash, Fat, C, P, K for each sample 
submitted. 

For more detailing the challenges of making hay during a wet May and June, see You 
Finally Got the Hay Made, How Good is It? by Mark Landefeld, retired Monroe County 
ANR Extension Educator 

 

 

You can’t manage what you don’t 
measure, including forage quality! 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/06/11/osu-extension-offering-hay-testing-program/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/files/2025/06/Hay-Sampling-Program.pdf
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2018/07/11/you-finally-got-the-hay-made-how-good-is-it/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2018/07/11/you-finally-got-the-hay-made-how-good-is-it/
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Upcoming Events 

 
July 30-31, 2025 
North American Manure Expo 
Fulton County Fairgrounds 
 
August 12, 2025  
9:00am – 5:00pm 
Spraying Technologies Vineyards 
Quarry Hill Winery & Orchard 
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