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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

Northeast Ohio finally got some of the rain 

that we needed the last few days. It feels 

odd to hope for rain considering the weather 

patterns last few years. You can read about 

the differences in weather and future 

forecast in today’s first article.

We will continue to cover the Dicamba

situation and have included the latest

information in this edition of the newsletter.

Have a good week everyone!
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What a Difference a Year Makes in the Weather 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-19/what-difference-
year-makes-weather 
 
Things change quickly when it comes to 
weather and climate. Recall 2019, a record 
wet start to the year for many across Ohio, 
only to see 26% of the state enveloped in 
moderate drought conditions by October. 
Though not nearly as wet as last year, it 
has been wetter than average through the 
first five months of 2020. 
 
Since our calendar flipped to the 
meteorological summer on June 1, 
however, precipitation has all but turned off 
across western and northwest Ohio (Figure 
1). Most areas here have seen an inch or less 
of rainfall. Community Collaborative Rain, Hail 
and Snow Network (CoCoRaHS) observers in 
Ada, Napoleon, and Lima have only recorded 0.18”, 0.29”, and 0.40” of rainfall so far for 
the month! With warm summer conditions, this has led to intense evaporation rates and 
rapidly drying soils. To submit a report of drought impacts for your area, consider the 
Drought Impact Reporter. For more information on recent climate conditions and 
impacts, check out the latest Hydro-Climate Assessment from the State Climate Office 
of Ohio. 

 
Figure 2: Forecast precipitation for the next 7 days. Valid from 8 pm Monday June 23, 2020 through 8 pm Monday 

June 30, 2020. Figure from the Weather Prediction Center https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/). 

Figure 1: Multi-sensor observed month-to-date 
precipitation ending on June 22, 2020. Figure from the 

Midwestern Regional Climate Center 

(https://mrcc.illinois.edu). 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-19/what-difference-year-makes-weather
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-19/what-difference-year-makes-weather
https://cocorahs.org/
https://droughtreporter.unl.edu/map/
https://vimeo.com/430844871
https://climate.osu.edu/
https://climate.osu.edu/
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A cold front slowly moving through the region on Tuesday this week will provide a focus 
for showers and storms across the state. Behind this front, cooler and slightly less 
humid air will move in for Wednesday through Friday, with highs in the low to mid-70s 
across northern Ohio and mid to upper 70s across southern Ohio. Temperatures will 
moderate back into the 80s for the weekend. Though a few scattered storms cannot be 
ruled out for Wednesday through Friday, typical summertime storms will return for the 
weekend. Overall, we are expecting 1-2” of rain over the next seven days across 
northern Ohio, with 0.50-1.25” across our southern counties (Figure 2). There could be 
locally heavier rainfall where stronger storms occur. 
 
The latest NOAA/NWS/Climate Prediction Center outlook for the 6-10 day period 
(June 28 – July 2) shows elevated probabilities of above-average temperatures 
and above-average precipitation (Figure 3). This scenario strongly points to 
warmer than average overnight lows throughout the region. Normal highs during 
the period should be in the low- to mid-80s (north to south), normal lows in the low- 
to mid-60s, with 1.05-1.20 inches of rainfall per week. The 16-Day Rainfall Outlook 
from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center supports above-average precipitation 
over the next couple of weeks. 
 

 
Figure 3: Climate Prediction Center 6-10 Day Outlook valid for June 28 – July 2, 2020 for left) temperatures and right) 

precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Dicamba battles continue: court allows dicamba use 
By: Peggy Hall 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-19/dicamba-battles-
continue-court-allows-dicamba-use 
 

There was a great deal of action last Friday 
in the case that vacated the registrations of 
XtendiMax, Engenia, and FeXapan dicamba-
based products.  Despite a barrage of court 
filings on Friday, however, nothing has 
changed the current legal status of the 
dicamba products in Ohio, and Ohio 
growers may use existing stocks of the 
products now. Still, they must end-use by 
June 30th, 2020.  
 
Here's a rundown of the orders that the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals issued in the case last Friday: 

The court denied the emergency motion that the petitioners (National Family Farm 
Coalition, Center for Food Safety, Center for Biological Diversity, and Pesticide 
Action Network North America) filed on June 13th.  That motion asked the court to 
enforce its previous mandate to vacate the registrations, to prevent any further use 
of the products, and to hold the EPA in contempt for issuing the Cancellation Order 
the agency had made that allowed continued use of existing stocks of the 
products.  The court did not provide its reasoning for denying the motion. 

The court granted amicus curiae (friend of the court) status to CropLife America 
and American Farm Bureau (representing  itself as well as national soybean, 
cotton, wheat, corn and sorghum association interest.)  Those parties filed their 
amicus curiae briefs in support of the EPA's Cancellation Order and opposition to 
the petitioners' emergency motion. 

The court also granted emergency motions to intervene in the case filed by BASF 
Corporation, maker of Engenia, and DuPont (Corteva), maker of FeXapan.   The 
companies argued that they did not know that the scope of the court's order on 
Bayer's XtendiMax product registration would also affect their dicamba product 
registrations, and they should now be permitted an opportunity to defend their 
products.  

BASF filed a motion asking the court to recall the court's mandate that had 
canceled the registrations of the products, claiming that the court had not followed 
appropriate procedural rules.  In its brief, BASF also suggested that the company 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-19/dicamba-battles-continue-court-allows-dicamba-use
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-19/dicamba-battles-continue-court-allows-dicamba-use
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would be filing petitions for rehearing since BASF had not had an opportunity to be 
heard when the court vacated the registration of its Engenia product.  

The court ordered the original petitioners to file a brief in response to BASF's 
motion to recall the mandate by June 23rd, and for BASF to reply to that brief by 
June 24th. 

The companies that make the dicamba products clearly intend to challenge the 
vacatur of their product registrations, even though the EPA's Cancellation Order 
allows the continued use of existing stocks of the products until July 30th, 
2020.   This dicamba battle is not yet over, and we'll keep you posted on new 
developments. 

Read our previous posts on the court's vacatur in National Family Farm 
Coalition here, on the EPA's Cancellation Order here, and on the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture's ruling on the use of the products in Ohio here. 
 

Cover Crop Considerations After Wheat 
By: Jason Hartschuh 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/06/17/cover-crop-considerations-after-
wheat/#more-8905 
 
Wheat provides many additional opportunities for your operation. These options include 
drainage improvements, weed-control timing, double-crop soybeans, double-crop 
forages, compaction mitigation, and soil building through cover crops. From the time 
wheat is harvested, there is about nine months for weeds to grow and soil to erode. If 
double-crop soybeans are not planted, the use of cover crops will protect the soil and 
assist with weed control. High populations of cover crops provide competition and soil 
cover to control weeds. 

While wheat residue does a decent job of controlling erosion, cover crops can provide 
increased erosion control. The canopy protects soil from the impact of raindrops, and 
the roots hold it in place, leading to decreased surface erosion and retention of valuable 
nutrients. The cover crop acts as a trap to hold nutrients from soil and applications of 
manure or commercial fertilizer. They do an excellent job of absorbing nitrogen and 
holding it in plant residue. 

The type of crop you choose will determine what benefits you receive. If an operation 
uses tillage, annual cover crops can still have a benefit for the operation. The best time 
to till is the following spring, just before planting. The cover crop opens soil and allows it 
to dry out better in the spring for tillage or no-till planting. 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06042020-901pm/dicamba-takes-another-blow-court-appeals-vacates-dicamba-registration
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-06092020-1022am/us-epa-allows-use-dicamba-products-july-31-2020
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06112020-1140am/ohio-department-agriculture-dicamba-use-ohio-ends-june-30-2020
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/06/17/cover-crop-considerations-after-wheat/#more-8905
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/06/17/cover-crop-considerations-after-wheat/#more-8905
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One of the greatest economic benefits of cover crops can be found by using them as a 
forage. Growers receive the soil protection benefits along with a forage to feed cattle. 
The most common forages planted after wheat include forage sorghum, sorghum-sudan 
and oats. Forage sorghum and sorghum-sudan are the highest-yielding and should be 
planted in early July; they require 100 pounds of nitrogen to maximize yield. Oats 
should not be planted until Aug. 1, along with an application of 50 pounds of nitrogen. 
Oats is the only one of these crops with the potential to be made as dry hay. Often 
though, all of them will need to be harvested as silage or baleage. 
Another option for harvest is to graze the cover crop, allowing for more species to be 
planted — including turnips, radish, clover, peas and many more. 

When using cover crops for erosion control, weed control and soil building, there are 
many species — each with their own benefits to consider. One tool to assist with 
species selection and seeding rate is the cover crop selection tool from the Midwest 
Cover Crop Council. If new to cover cropping, you may want to select species that will 
winter-kill to allow for easier management. Selecting a single species, usually a grass 
species, allows for herbicide control of weeds. 
The two most common annual species are oats and radish. Both will winter-kill and are 
beneficial to help alleviate soil compaction, assist with nutrient retention and capture 
nitrogen. Oilseed radish should be seeded at 5 to 10 pounds per acre, and oats at 1 to 2 
bushels per acre. Use the higher seeding rates for pure stands and the lower rates for 
mixed stands. 

The other common annual species for beginners is buckwheat at 20 pounds per acre, 
which has been shown to take up large amounts of phosphorus and be beneficial to 
pollinators. Buckwheat should be mixed with one of the other cover crops due to its 
short life span. All three crops should be planted in late July. Other annual cover crops 
such as sorghum, millet, and sudangrass can be used just as a cover, but they produce 
higher residues to manage the following spring. 

Most overwintering cover crops are not planted until fall except a few legume species. 
Legumes have the additional benefit of producing nitrogen. Red clover has long been 
used as a cover crop with wheat, but it needs to be planted in spring. Options for July 
seeding include cowpeas, crimson clover, and hairy vetch. Keeping your cover crop 
selection simple increases success rates and allows for better management in planting, 
timing and weed control. For successful cover cropping after wheat, start weed-free, 
and no-till the cover crops into soil moisture. 

Next week we’ll take a close look at using oats as both a cover crop and forage. 

 

http://mccc.msu.edu/covercroptool/covercroptool.php
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Tax value of farmland expected to drop 
By: Kurt Knebusch 
Source: https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/tax-value-farmland-expected-drop  

There’s a bit of good news for Ohio farmers to counter the bad news caused by COVID-
19, as well as by last year’s historic rain. 

In counties scheduled for property value updates in 2020—about half of Ohio’s 88 
counties—the average value of farmland enrolled in the Current Agricultural Use Value 
(CAUV) program should be about 40% lower than 2017–2019, or about $665 per acre. 

That’s according to projections by researchers at The Ohio State University College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES). 

The same projections say that in counties due for property value updates in 2021—
another quarter of Ohio’s counties—average CAUV values should be about 25% less 
than 2018–2020, or about $760 per acre. 

The declines should mean lower property taxes, on average, for most of the farmers in 
those counties.  

The projections were published in a May report by postdoctoral researcher Robert 
Dinterman and Ani Katchova, associate professor and farm income enhancement chair, 
both of CFAES’ Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development 
Economics. 

“Less money paid in property tax will help reduce farmers’ costs and allow them to keep 
a greater share of the revenues they bring in,” Dinterman said. 

But he noted that CAUV values are “not exactly equal to the property tax someone will 
pay.” A farm’s total property tax bill, he said, also depends on how many taxing 
jurisdictions the land is subject to and the tax rate, or millage rate, within those 
jurisdictions. 

There could “certainly be a few cases where an agricultural landowner sees a large 
reduction in their CAUV value but has a corresponding increase in their millage rate and 
ends up paying the same in property taxes,” Dinterman said. 

Ohio counties update their property values, including their CAUV values, every three 
years on a rotating basis, with about a third of the counties seeing updates every year. 
The new values then apply for the next three years. 

https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/tax-value-farmland-expected-drop
https://cfaes.osu.edu/
https://cfaes.osu.edu/
https://aede.osu.edu/our-people/robert-dinterman
https://aede.osu.edu/our-people/robert-dinterman
https://aede.osu.edu/our-people/ani-katchova
https://aede.osu.edu/
https://aede.osu.edu/
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The state’s CAUV program allows farmland to be taxed based on its agricultural value 
instead of its full market value. Enrollment in the program, which is voluntary, “normally 
results in a substantially lower tax bill for working farmers,” an Ohio Department of 
Taxation website says. 

A county’s CAUV values are based, roughly, on a formula using net farm income data 
from over the past five to seven years. More specifically, the data comes from a 
hypothetical farm producing soybeans, corn, and wheat during that period.  

“In a nutshell, CAUV values are high when the previous five to seven years of farm 
income were high. CAUV values are low when the previous five to seven years of farm 
income were low,” Dinterman said. 

Farmers had a boom in net income from about 2010-2014, which was partly a major 
cause of rising CAUV values in the past, he said. 

“So now that we have been in a prolonged period of what people might consider low 
farm incomes, those values start to enter the CAUV formula and in turn lower their 
values,” Dinterman said.  

“Clearly a farmer does not want to have low income, but a bit of good news that comes 
with that is that at least their tax bills will be a bit lower,” he said. 

Dinterman and Katchova’s report also states that based on early projections, the quarter 
of Ohio counties scheduled for CAUV updates in 2022 will see only a small decrease in 
their values, about 1%, to $880 per acre.  

That ties in with the researchers’ expectation that the CAUV declines won’t continue. 

“We should give a bit of a warning to farmers that the recent trend we’ve seen in 
reduced CAUV values has plateaued,” Dinterman said. 

The reason: a major legislative change to the CAUV formula—related to how 
capitalization rates are calculated—was started in 2017. The change was phased in, 
and 2020 marks the end of the phase-in. 

“That phase-in over 2017–2020 helped ease into the lowest CAUV values we’ve seen 
since about 2012,” Dinterman said. “We’re likely to stay within a range of about $650–
$900 for average CAUV values in the foreseeable future.” 

Read the report at go.osu.edu/may2020cauv. 

 

https://go.osu.edu/may2020cauv
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Eight questions about the Asian Giant Hornet, aka the 
“Murder Hornet” 
By: Aaron Nestor  
Source: https://news.osu.edu/eight-questions-about-the-asian-giant-hornet-aka-the-
murder-hornet/  
 
In a question-and-answer session, Ohio State University expert Joe Boggs answers 
questions people are asking about the Asian Giant Hornet. 
Boggs is an assistant professor in the Department of Entomology, College of Food, 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, and an OSU Extension commercial 
horticulture educator. 
 
Q: How did the Asian Giant Hornet get 
the name “Murder Hornet”? 
A: Well, you know, entomologists are 
kind of laughing about that. Presumably, 
the name came from Japan, with an 
entomologist over there that said, “You 
know, the sting is so painful. It’s like 
murder.” I’ve never seen it in writing to 
say that’s where it came from. But it has 
caused a bit of a challenge among 
entomologists because, you know, it’s 
not murdering anything. 
 
Q: How did the Asian Giant Hornet get to the United States? 
A: We don’t know for sure. I mean, there’s no smoking gun. But this insect behaves very 
much like our own native bald-faced hornets, for example in yellowjackets, and that is at 
the end of the season, queens emerge and they look for a place to spend the winter. So 
we might imagine a queen flying off to find somewhere protected for the winter and 
maybe accidentally making her way into something – they got loaded into a shipping 
container. But it does indicate that we need to be aware that this hornet can travel. And 
that’s very important. 
 
Q: Why should we be concerned? 
A: The concern we have is that it is a hunter. It is a meat eater and it is a major hunter 
of other insects. And what they’ve seen in Japan, is that they go after European 
honeybees. Now, I use that very deliberately because Asia does have its own 
honeybee. They have the Asian honeybee, but they’re not as good at gathering nectar 
and producing honey. The European honeybees like we have here are very good at 
that. So if you have an insect that will fly in and within a few hours just completely 

https://news.osu.edu/eight-questions-about-the-asian-giant-hornet-aka-the-murder-hornet/
https://news.osu.edu/eight-questions-about-the-asian-giant-hornet-aka-the-murder-hornet/
https://entomology.osu.edu/our-people/joe-boggs
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destroy a hive … it’s been very destructive on the European honeybees that 
beekeepers are keeping in Japan. 
 
 
Q: Are they really “giant”? 
A: They are the biggest hornet in the world. When you see pictures of them, it’s not an 
exaggeration. You pull out a ruler, an inch and a half is pretty darn big, but I would 
imagine if they’re flying around they probably look about one foot long. People that have 
seen these do say that they are a very big insect, and they buzz when they fly. 
 
Q: Are they aggressive? 
A: No, they’re not any more aggressive than our own yellowjackets and bald-faced 
hornets. I just stated that in a very deliberate way, if you grew up like I did, I learned 
firsthand bald-faced hornets can be very aggressive if you throw a rock at their nest. 
That’s the same with these Asian giant hornets. They’re not aggressive by themselves. 
As far as, is this a killer or is it going to murder us and all that? No, it’s not any worse 
than our natives. Again, if we leave them alone, they’ll leave us alone. However, if they 
do sting, we can’t look past the fact that this is a giant hornet. It has a big stinger. It 
does deliver a lot of venom. 
That does bring up a concern. It’s a concern we have whether we’re talking about paper 
wasps, yellowjackets or our own native bald-faced hornets. That is we don’t want 
people who are allergic to bee stings to get near one of these things, any more so that 
we would want them to get near yellowjackets’ nest because of that extra venom they 
pack. It’s a big insect, you’re more likely to have a problem if you have an allergy to 
bees. 
 
Q: What are the main characteristics of Asian Giant Hornets? 
A: They are a social insect. So you have a colony and that colony’s objective is to make 
more hornets overall. Starting out in the spring, each one of these colonies are started 
by a single queen. She’s all by herself. She has to go out and gather materials to build 
the nest, then once she starts laying eggs, those eggs hatch, she has to tend to the 
young. Now, this is where what do they do really comes into play. These are meat 
eaters. Now the workers go out, what are they doing? Well, they’re going out looking 
primarily for meat. Here’s another behavioral trait, they appear to be more of a forest 
insect, and when you think about that, it makes sense for meat eaters because you 
have multiple canopies, a lot more meat out there. 
 
Q: Do we have similar hornets in Ohio? 
A: Yes and no. As I mentioned before, we have bald-faced hornets and yellowjackets. 
You think of these black and yellow small insects that sting, which may make a nest in 
the ground or occasionally in the wall of a house. Those yellowjackets are highly 
aggressive against their nest. Bald-faced hornets, that’s the stinging insects that make 
those round balls of paper that are hanging up in trees. 
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So far, all the pictures that we’ve gotten where people are suspecting it’s an Asian Giant 
Hornet turn out to be another non-native called the European Hornet. 
So we have another non-native that’s already here. They don’t seem to cause much 
trouble, but they are big. They look like a yellowjacket on steroids. We’re probably going 
to have a lot of folks mistaking the European Hornet for the Asian Giant Hornet. It’s not 
as common as bald-faced or yellowjackets, but it can be mistaken for it. 
 
Q: How will we know when the Asian Giant Hornet reaches Ohio ? 
A: Well, that’s an excellent question, one that we’re very proud of here in Ohio. The 
Ohio Department of Agriculture has a website, they’re the regulatory agency that would 
be involved if these Asian Giant Hornets are found in Ohio. A person can make a report 
on this website but there is one stipulation, you need to have a picture. The reason for 
that is pretty straightforward. ODA would like to identify the insect before committing 
resources to investigate. We are the only state beyond Washington State that has a 
reporting site for this hornet, and reporting it’s very important. We’ve gotten almost 
exclusively images of European Hornets, which is good – we would rather have people 
send a hundred images of something else, as opposed to missing that single image that 
could be an Asian Giant Hornet. We urge that people take pictures and report it. 
More information is available at https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1544 
 

A Message from the 2019 Ashtabula County Dairy 
Princess  
 
Hello everyone,  
 
I am KattieJo Hass the 2019 Ashtabula County Dairy Princess and first I’d like to thank 
the county of Ashtabula for letting me represent them and the dairy industry. Without the 
continuous support from everyone, it would have been hard for me to be able to teach 
others about the industry. I’d like to thank the dairy farmers for their guidance, support, 
and picking me to represent them. And also just for persevering to keep giving to the 
consumers. I’d like to thank Katie Stokes and Lindsay Zaebst for helping me organize 
events and helping me to represent the best I could and also the Ashtabula County 
Dairy Service Unit for hosting the banquet I was crowned at and for not only  supporting 
me but the industry for countless years. Also to Bossy’s Way Farm for allowing me to 
help with farm tours. I’d like to thank all the people who put on Ag Day at the fairgrounds 
for allowing  me to teach how to milk a cow and give some cow facts to kids. I want to 
thank my parents, Theresa and Scott Hass for giving me ideas and knowledge to help 
spread to the kids and also for supporting me. I’d like to thank any school in the county 
that had me out to talk to kids and also allowing me to bring in some of my cows to 
show the students. Thank you to all of the cities and counties that showed me their fairs 
and allowed me in their parades. I also want to thank the Ashtabula County 
Commissioners for letting me talk during the proclamation of 4H week, they support a 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/invasive-pests/agh
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1544
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lot of the events put on by  4Hers and other members of the Ag community.  It was so 
much fun meeting other royalty and more people involved in dairy from around Ohio. I 
even met some from around the world who took time to talk dairy with me which was a 
very cool experience.   
 
So many people are involved in what made my year one to remember and what makes 
the Dairy Princess crown so special. I got to teach thousands of kids, be in dozens of 
parades, and visited many fairs all to promote the industry I love the most. I got to talk to 
business owners and give farm tours to kids. I learned so much more this year about 
our county and the industry than I ever imagined I would.  I’m very saddened that I will 
not be passing the crown to someone else or give this speech in person  this year but 
I’m sure when the next one is crowned, she will do fantastic and have as much fun as I 
did. Thank you everyone, it was an honor to be the 2019 Ashtabula County Dairy 
Princess.  
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