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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

Welcome to June! There has been a lot of 

planting progress the last two weeks and 

crops seem to be popping up nicely. 

If you still have soybeans to plant, check out 

todays second article on June planting 

recommendations. Also, again we are 

including information regarding the USDA 

CFAP program and encourage everyone to 

look at the handout at the end of the 

newsletter!

Have a great week!
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Summer Weather Outlook 
By: Jim Noel  
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-15/summer-weather-
outlook-0 
 
Our attention now turns to the summer growing 
season and what is in store. Some things are 
different this summer. 
 

• The ocean temperatures are cooling in 
the eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean 
while ocean temperatures are above 
normal in the Gulf of Mexico into parts of 
the Caribbean. In addition, Lake Erie 
water temperatures will trend from cooler 
to warmer than normal as we get late into 
the growing season. 

 

• With recent rains, soil moisture has increased again in Ohio and remains above 
normal in much of the corn and soybean belt. The soils are not as wet as 2019 
but with above normal soil moisture will come plenty of evapotranspiration. In 
2019 for Ohio, soil moisture generally ranked in the top 1-5% wettest while 
currently we are in the top 5-15% wettest. 
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.
rank.daily.gif 

 

• Research shows 30-50% of summer rains come from local evapotranspiration 
from crops, trees etc. Given the wet soil conditions overall, expect a wetter than 
normal first half of summer, but not like last summer. We are likely to see the 
typical summer thunderstorm complexes in June and July ride along the high 
moisture content boundary of the corn crop from the northern Plains to Ohio. 

 

• Rainfall becomes more uncertain the second half of summer. Given the warm 
Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean it will likely favor increased storm activity down 
there. When that happens we often dry out some at least in late summer up here. 

• The outlook for June-August calls for slightly above normal temperatures with 
rainfall going from (above normal) first half to (normal or below normal) second 
half of summer.  

• The above normal temperatures are favored more on overnight low temperatures 
versus daytime high temperatures due to soil moisture. 

 
The latest climate outlooks are available at: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-15/summer-weather-outlook-0
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-15/summer-weather-outlook-0
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Recommendations for Soybeans Planted in June 
By: Laura Lindsey 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-16/recommendations-
soybeans-planted-june 
 
While progress is way ahead of last year, soybean 
planting is spilling into June. (According to USDA 
NASS, 53% of soybean acreage was planted by May 
24, 2020. Last year, at the same time, only 11% of 
soybean acreage was planted.) As planting continues 
into June, farmers may want to consider adjusting their 
cultural practices: 
 
Row spacing. Soybean planted in narrow rows (7.5 or 15-inch row width) generally 
yields higher than soybean planted in wide rows (30-inch). The row spacing for June-
planted soybeans should be 7.5 to 15 inches, if possible. Row width should be narrow 
enough for the soybean canopy to completely cover the interrow space by the time 
the soybean plants begin to flower. The later in the growing season soybeans are 
planted, the higher the yield increase due to narrow rows. 
 

Seeding rate. Higher seeding rates are recommended for June planting dates. The 
final (harvest) population for soybean planted in June should be 130,000 to 150,000 
plants/acre. (For May planting dates, a final stand of 100,000 to 120,000 plants/acre 
is generally adequate.) 
 

Relative maturity. Plant the latest maturity variety that will reach physiological 
maturity before the first killing frost. This is to allow the plants to grow vegetatively 
as long as possible to produce nodes where pods can form before vegetative growth 
is slowed due to flowering and pod formation. The recommended relative maturity 
ranges are shown in the table below. 

  Planting Date Suitable Relative Maturity 

Northern Ohio June 1-15 3.2-3.8 

  June 15-30 3.1-3.5 

  July 1-10 3.0-3.3 

Central Ohio June 1-15 3.4-4.0 

  June 15-30 3.3-3.7 

  July 1-10 3.2-3.5 

Southern Ohio June 1-15 3.6-4.2 

  June 15-30 3.5-3.9 

  July 1-10 3.4-3.7 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-16/recommendations-soybeans-planted-june
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-16/recommendations-soybeans-planted-june
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Scab Risk Low, but Keep Your Eyes on Leaf Diseases 
By: Pierce Paul 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-14/scab-risk-low-keep-
your-eyes-leaf-diseases 
 
According to the FHB forecasting system, the risk for head scab continues to be 
low across the state of Ohio, for wheat flowering (or barley heading) today, May 18. 
In spite of the wet weather we have had, it has been very cold over the last week to 
10 days. Cold temperatures between heading and flowering usually reduce the risk 
for scab, as the disease develops best under warm, wet, or humid conditions. 
However, you must continue to be vigilant as the crop in the northern half of the 
state approach heading and anthesis. If it continues to rain and stays wet and 
humid over the next few weeks, the risk for scab and vomitoxin will increase as the 
temperature increases. Be prepared to treat fields with Prosaro, Caramba, or 
Miravis Ace. Click on this link for more details on fungicide application for head 
scab control: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-
13/managing-head-scab-fungicides-qa 
 
While scab is not yet a concern, either because it is too early, or because it has 
been too cold, current conditions do favor leaf diseases such as Septoria leaf spot 
and powdery mildew. Both have been reported on the lower leaves of susceptible 
varieties and will continue to spread up the plant if it stays cool and wet. In 
addition, persistent rainfall and warmer temperatures over the next few weeks will 
not only increase the risk for scab,but will also increase the spread and severity of 
other diseases such Stagonospora leaf and glume blotch. All of these diseases can 
reduce grain yield and quality, if flag leaves and heads are severely damaged 
before grain fill is complete. Continue to walk fields and look for leaf diseases. If 
the variety is susceptible, an early fungicide application may be needed to keep 
leaf diseases in check. Otherwise, an application (of Prosaro, Caramba or Miravis 
Ace) at or shortly after flowering (at or shortly after heading in barley) for scab 
control will also provide effective control of leaf diseases.               

Limited Pesticide and Fertilizer Testing to Resume at 
ODA June 2nd 
By: Ohio Department of Agriculture 
Source: https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/news-and-
events/limited-pesticide-fertilizer-testing-to-resume-june-2 
 
If you are in need of a Pesticide or Fertilizer License, testing will resume in 
Reynoldsburg on June 2nd. Just as a reminder, those of you who’s license expired this 
spring and still haven’t received your recertification training we are still working with 
ODA for a solution. We will update you once we know more.  

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-14/scab-risk-low-keep-your-eyes-leaf-diseases
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-14/scab-risk-low-keep-your-eyes-leaf-diseases
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-13/managing-head-scab-fungicides-qa
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2020-13/managing-head-scab-fungicides-qa
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/news-and-events/limited-pesticide-fertilizer-testing-to-resume-june-2
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/news-and-events/limited-pesticide-fertilizer-testing-to-resume-june-2
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The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) will resume testing for pesticide and fertilizer 
applicators on Tuesday, June 2nd. Exam sessions will meet Ohio’s current standards for 
both meeting size and social distancing. Exams will be held in the Bromfield 
Administration Building on ODA’s campus in Reynoldsburg. 

Testing sessions will initially be scheduled on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Pre-registration is required and can be accessed here. No walk-in 
test takers will be permitted. Masks and photo IDs are required; pencils and 
calculators will be provided. 

Due to the COVD-19 Pandemic, we ask that every person taking the exam do a self-
check before entering ODA’s campus. Please take your temperature at home to ensure 
it is below 100 degrees. If you are feeling sick, please reschedule your exam. Please 
wear a mask and make sure it is covering your nose and mouth the entire time you are 
taking the exam. You can find additional information on how to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 here. 

Per OAC 901:5-11-08(A)(7), applicants must wait five business days between testing 
sessions. For additional information, please call the Pesticide & Fertilizer Regulation 
Section at 614-728-6987, option 1 or email pesticides@agri.ohio.gov. 

For additional information regarding testing sessions and steps ODA is taking to protect 
Ohioans, please visit our website. 

Exchange of arms between chromosomes using 
molecular scissors 
Reference: Natalja Beying, Carla Schmidt, Michael Pacher, Andreas Houben, 
Holger Puchta. CRISPR–Cas9-mediated induction of heritable chromosomal 
translocations in Arabidopsis. Nature Plants, 2020; DOI: 10.1038/s41477-020-0663-x 
Source:  https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/05/200527164331.htm 
 
The CRISPR/Cas molecular scissors work like a fine surgical instrument and can be 
used to modify genetic information in plants. The research teams of Professor Holger 
Puchta of Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) and Professor Andreas Houben from 
the Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK) in Gatersleben 
have now been the first to not only exchange single genes, but to recombine entire 
chromosomes with the CRISPR/Cas technology. In this way, desired properties can be 
combined in crops. Their work using the thale cress model plant is reported in Nature 
Plants. 
 
For thousands of years, humans have taken advantage of the fact that the genetic 
material of organisms changes by evolution. They cultivate crops that produce high 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/pesticides/exam-registration
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/licenses/pesticide-licenses
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/licenses/pesticide-licenses
mailto:pesticides@agri.ohio.gov
https://agri.ohio.gov/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41477-020-0663-x
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/05/200527164331.htm
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yields, are aromatic or resistant against diseases, pests, and extreme climatic 
conditions. For this purpose, they choose plants with various favorable properties and 
crossbreed them. This approach, however, is very time-consuming. Moreover, it is 
impossible to prevent disadvantageous traits from entering the plants. 
 
Molecular biologist Professor Holger Puchta studies how plants can be cultivated more 
quickly and more precisely. For his CRISBREED project, he received an Advanced 
Grant of the European Research Council (ERC) in the amount of EUR 2.5 million. 
Holger Puchta is considered a pioneer of genome editing. He uses molecular scissors 
to specifically modify the DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) that carries the genetic 
information in crops. With the help of this CRISPR/Cas technology, genes can be 
removed, inserted, or exchanged easily. CRISPR/Cas stands for a certain section on 
the DNA (CRISPR -- Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) and 
an enzyme (Cas) that recognizes this section and cuts the DNA precisely at this point. 
Crops produced by genome editing do not contain any DNA, which is why they are not 
to be equated with classical genetically modified organisms. 
 
First Exchange of Arms between Chromosomes 
 
Within CRISBREED, researchers of the Chair for Molecular Biology and Biochemistry of 
KIT's Botanical Institute headed by Professor Holger Puchta, in cooperation with 
Professor Andreas Houben from IPK, Gatersleben, have now achieved first decisive 
progress in using the molecular CRISPR/Cas scissors: For the first time, they have 
exchanged arms between chromosomes of the thale cress model plant (Arabidopsis 
thaliana) with the help of the Cas9 protein originating from the Staphylococcus aureus 
bacterium. "The genome consists of a certain number of chromosomes, on which the 
individual genes are arranged in fixed order," Puchta explains. "So far, CRISPR/Cas 
has enabled modifications of single genes only. Now, we can modify and recombine 
entire chromosomes." These novel chromosomes are then heritable. 
 
The findings presented in Nature Plants promise to result in major advantages for crop 
cultivation: It is generally difficult to combine positive properties and eliminate negative 
properties at the same time, because the decisive genes often are arranged in very 
close proximity on the same chromosome and transmitted together. By the exchange of 
arms between chromosomes, these properties can now be separated. "We now have 
the possibility to specifically control the modification of chromosomes and to strengthen 
or loosen the links between properties," Puchta explains. "This controlled restructuring 
of the genome will revolutionize future crop cultivation." 
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Sign up for USDA-CFAP Direct Support to Begin May 
26, 2020 
By: Ben Brown, Peggy Kirk Hall, David Marrison, Dianne Shoemaker and Barry Ward 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-
library/CFAP_Payments_Final_5_20_2020.pdf 
 
Since the enactment of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act on March 27, 2020 and the announcement of the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) on April 17, 2020, producers in Ohio and across the country have 
been anxiously awaiting additional details in how the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) will provide financial assistance for losses experienced as a result of 
lost demand, short-term oversupply and shipping pattern disruptions caused by COVID-
19. The additional details on CFAP eligibility, payment limitations, payment rates, and 
enrollment timeline arrived on May 19, 2020, when the USDA issued its Final Rule for 
CFAP. We explain the Final Rule in this issue of the News from the Farm Office.  
 
See the attached PDF to read this entire article or click the source link above.  
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Lee Beers 

Trumbull County Extension 

520 West Main Street 

Cortland, OH 44410 

330-638-6783 

beers.66@osu.edu 

trumbull.osu.edu 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

 

Andrew Holden 

Ashtabula County Extension  

39 Wall Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047 

440-576-9008 

holden.155@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu 

 

Angie Arnold 

Portage County Extension 

705 Oakwood St., Suite 103 

Ravenna, OH 44266 

330-296-6432 

arnold.1143@osu.edu 

portage.osu.edu 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/CFAP_Payments_Final_5_20_2020.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/CFAP_Payments_Final_5_20_2020.pdf
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity
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Eligible non-specialty crops and wool include malting
barley, canola, corn, upland cotton, millet, oats, soybeans,
sorghum, sunflowers, durum wheat, hard red spring wheat,
and wool. Notable for Ohio producers is the absence of soft
red winter wheat.

Eligible specialty crops include apples, avocados,
blueberries, cantaloupe, grapefruit, kiwifruit, lemons, oranges,
papaya, peaches, pears, raspberries, strawberries,
tangerines, tomatoes, and watermelons, artichokes,
asparagus, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, celery,
sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, garlic, iceberg lettuce,
romaine lettuce, dry onions, green onions, peppers, rhubarb,
spinach, squash, sweet potatoes, taro, almonds, pecans,
walnuts, beans, and mushrooms. Additional crops may be
added later, specifically aquaculture and nursery crops
including cut flowers. The Agricultural Marketing Service will
assist the Farm Service Agency with respect to matters
dealing with producers of specialty crops.

Eligible livestock include cattle, sheep (yearlings and lambs
only), and hogs. Dairy milk is eligible but has a separate
payment calculation.

To be eligible, commodities had to experience a 5% or
greater drop in their corresponding futures prices
between the weeks of January 13-27 and April 6-9, 2020.
For non-specialty crops and livestock, the decline in price
was calculated by using the average of futures prices or cash
prices if futures prices were not available. For specialty crops,
the price decline was calculated using the same periods and
reported prices by the Agricultural Marketing Service.

Background
CFAP will utilize $9.5 billion of funding provided from the
CARES Act and $6.5 billion from the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) to provide $19 billion in total support to
agricultural producers through two elements: $16 billion in
Direct Support to Farmers and Ranchers and $3 billion in the
USDA Purchase and Distribution Program. The Purchase
and Distribution Program is already underway.

Until May 19, little was known about the Direct Support for
Farmers and Ranchers Program. Early in May, Senate
Agricultural Appropriations Chairman John Hoeven (SD)
released to reporters the anticipated payment breakdowns
per commodity at $5.1 billion for cattle, $2.9 billion for dairy,
$1.6 billion for hogs, $3.9 billion for row crops, $2.1 billion for
specialty crops and $0.5 billion for other crops. These
breakdowns in funding have not been confirmed by USDA
nor were they mentioned in USDA’s press conference and
press release on May 19, 2020. The remainder of this article
focuses on what we do know about the Direct Support to
Farmers and Ranchers Program portion in CFAP based
upon the USDA’s Final Rule.

Eligibility Requirements
Eligible producers are defined as any person or legal entity
that shared in the risk of producing the crop or is entitled to
share in the revenue from marketing on January 15, 2020 or
April 16, 2020 through May 14, 2020. An eligible producer
must also be a U.S. citizen or resident alien.

Photo Source: United States Department of Agriculture

Sign up for USDA-CFAP Direct 
Support to Begin May 26, 2020
Ben Brown, Peggy Kirk Hall, David Marrison, Dianne Shoemaker and Barry Ward 
The Ohio State University

News from The Farm Office
May 20, 2020

https://farmoffice.osu.edu

Since the enactment of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act on March 27, 2020 and the
announcement of the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP) on April 17, 2020, producers in Ohio and
across the country have been anxiously awaiting additional
details on how the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
(CFAP) will provide financial assistance for losses
experienced as a result of lost demand, short-term
oversupply and shipping pattern disruptions caused by
COVID-19. The additional details on CFAP eligibility,
payment limitations, payment rates, and enrollment timeline
arrived on May 19, 2020, when the USDA issued its Final
Rule for CFAP. We explain the Final Rule in this issue of
News from the Farm Office.



CFAP Sign up—page 2

Payment Limitations
CFAP payments are subject to a per person or per legal entity
payment limitation of $250,000. This is an increase from
normal USDA payment limitations of $125,000. This limit is the
sum of all eligible commodity payments paid to a person or
entity. The total payment amount of CFAP payments attributed
to one individual will be determined by taking into account the
individual’s direct and indirect ownership interest of all the
entities participating in CFAP funding. Unlike other FSA
administered programs, special payment limitations will be
applied to participants that are corporations, LLCs, and limited
partnerships classified as corporate entities. In these cases, the
entity can only receive funds for up to three shareholders who
are contributing at least 400 hours of management or active
personal labor to the business. The rate is $250,000 per person
with a maximum of $750,000 per entity.

A person or legal entity other than a joint venture or general
partnership is ineligible for payments if the average Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) for the 2016, 2017 and 2018 tax years is
more than $900,000 unless at least 75% of that person’s AGI is
derived from farming, ranching or forestry related activities.

Timeline and Application
Eligible producers can start signing up for assistance at their
local Farm Service Agency office on Tuesday, May 26, 2020.
Currently due to COVID-19 restrictions, FSA Service Centers
are open for business by phone appointment only. The FSA
has streamlined the sign-up process and will be working with
producers via phone and using e-mail, fax, mail, and online
tools to accept applications. Producers can find the local FSA
Service Center contact information by visiting this link:
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. Sign up concludes
at close of business on August 28, 2020.

Required forms at time of sign up include:
 A farm operating plan.
 CCC-901: name, address, Tax ID, citizen status.
 CCC-941: reports average gross income.
 CCC-942: certifies income source, if applicable.
 AD-1026: highly erodible land and wetland certification.
 AD-2047: provides basic customer contact information.
 SF-3881: collects bank information for direct deposit.

Producers who have previously participated in FSA programs
will have most of these forms on record at their local FSA
office. However, the forms are also available on USDA’s
website at https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms.

The USDA may also require documentation of ability to
harvest, transport, or market the crop in a quantity determined
based on the producer’s approved yield, expected production

or inventory of livestock, and the applicant’s ownership or
risk in the commodity.

Producers who are approved for participation in CFAP
funding must retain documentation in support of their
application for three years after the date of approval.

Payments and Payment Rates
Since funding sources include both the CARES Act and
the Commodity Credit Corporation with two stated
objectives, payment rates are split in three parts for
specialty crops and two parts for non-specialty crops and
livestock. The CFAP portion is intended to provide
producers with financial assistance to “help offset sales
losses and increased marketing expenses associated with
the COVID-19 pandemic.” Commodity Credit Corporation
funding is used to provide partial compensation for the
“purchases of materials and facilities required in
connection with the production and marketing of
agricultural commodities and the disposal of surplus
commodities from normal marketing channels that may be
currently unavailable.” This support is to assist producers
with losses, but not intended to cover total losses.

As applications are approved, 80% of the payment will be
released with the remaining 20% held and paid at a later
date if adequate funds remain. For all commodities listed
below, the CFAP and CCC rates mentioned are appended
in Tables 1 and 2. We explain the formulas and provide
examples for each commodity below.

Payments for non-specialty crops and wool
The formula to calculate non-specialty crops and wool has
two parts:
Part 1: The lesser of either 50% of 2019 production or
the unpriced inventory on hand as of January 15, 2020
multiplied by 50% and the CFAP per unit rate per
commodity.
Part 2: The lesser of either 50% of 2019 production or
the unpriced inventory as of January 15, 2020 multiplied
by 50% and the CCC per unit rate per commodity.

The January 15, 2020 inventory is calculated by adding
current inventory plus sales records between January 15
and the date of enrollment. Other forms of acceptable
documentation include ledgers of income, income
statements of deposit slips, register tapes, invoices for
custom harvesting, records to verify custom harvesting,
records to verify production costs, truck scale tickets, or
contemporaneous diaries that are determined acceptable
by USDA. It is uncertain at this time how held futures
contracts of commodities on January 15 will be treated.
This is the case for producers who sell their entire crop at

Ohio State University Extension

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home
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(Payments and Payment Rates, continued)

harvest then buy futures contracts to capture market rallies.
The grain producer has market risk, but no language was
included for these producers.

Non-specialty crop and wool formula
(50%* (Lesser of 50% 2019 production or inventory 1/15/20) 

* CFAP Rate) 
+

(50% * (Lesser of 50% 2019 production or inventory 1/15/20) 
* CCC Rate) = Payment

Non-specialty crop and wool example
Scenario: 40,000 bushels of unpriced corn on hand 1/15/2020 

representing 40% of 2019 production. 

(40,000 bu. * 50% * $0.32/bu.) = $6,400 
+

(40,000 bu. * 50% * $0.35) = $7,000 
equals

Total Payment of $13,400 (80% will be paid up front)

Payments for livestock
For livestock, the payment is the sum of two parts:
Part 1: Livestock sales (number of head) between January
15, 2020 and April 15, 2020 multiplied by the corresponding
animal species CFAP payment rate per head.
Part 2: The highest amount of livestock inventory (number
of head) on any day between April 16, 2020 and May 14,
2020 multiplied by the corresponding species CCC payment
rate per head.

Separate payment rates exist for cattle and hogs of different
size and age classifications: slaughter cattle-mature cattle,
slaughter cattle-fed cattle, feeder cattle less than 600 pounds,
feeder cattle 600 pounds or more; all other cattle, pigs (less
than 120 pounds) and hogs.

Livestock formula
(Animals (head) sold 1/15/20-4/15/20 * CARES Rate)

plus
(Head of unpriced animals 4/16/20-5/14/20 * CCC Rate) = 

Payment

Livestock example
Scenario: 50 head of feeder cattle more than 600 pounds sold

3/20/20 and 100 head of other cattle 5/1/20.

(50 * $139) = $6,950
+

(100 * $33) = $3,300
equals

Total Payment of $10,250 (80% will be paid up front)

Payments for dairy
Dairy payments also have a two part formula:
Part 1 is based on the producer’s certified milk
production during the first quarter of 2020 (January
through March). The CARES rate represents 80% of the
USDA calculated first quarter price decline.
Part 2 multiplies first quarter production by 1.014
(adjusting for increased second quarter production) and
the CCC payment rate representing 25% of the calculated
price decline.

Dairy formula
(1st quarter production * CARES Rate) 

+ 
(1st quarter production * 1.014 * CCC Rate) = Payment

Dairy example
Scenario: 1st quarter milk production of 600,000 (6,000 cwt)

(6,000 * $4.71) = $28,260
+

(6,000 * 1.014 * $1.47) = $8,943.48
equals

Total Payment of $37,203.48 (80% will be paid up front)

Ohio State University Extension

Payments for specialty crops
Specialty crop producers will receive a payment based on the
sum of three parts:
Part 1: Total sales multiplied by the CARES Act rate for
sales lost, production that was shipped but unpaid.
Part 2: Production multiplied by CARES Act rate for
product that left the farm but spoiled due to loss of
marketing channel, and unharvested production that was
wasted due to lack of market access.
Part 3: Unharvested production multiplied by the CCC
payment rate.

Specialty crop formula
Part 1 * CARES Payment (Table 1, Column 2)

plus
Part 2 * CARES Payment (Table 1, Column 3)

plus
Part 3 * CCC Payment (Table 1, Column 4)

Specialty crop example
Scenario: A producer sold 1,000 lbs. of tomatoes on 3/1/20, 

had 200 lbs. shipped but unpaid, and had 4,000 lbs. rot in the 
hoop house. 

(1,000 lbs. * $0.64) = $640
+ 

(200 lbs. * $0.38) = $76
+

(4,000 lbs. * $0.07) = $280
equals

Total Payment of $996 (80% will be paid up front)
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Conclusion
Starting Tuesday, May 26, 2020, producers can contact their
local FSA office and begin to sign up for CFAP funding
authorized under the CARES Act and the Commodity Credit
Corporation. Producers who are new to FSA programs will
need to fill out paperwork and verify their ownership share or
risk exposure, adjusted gross income, wetland and erodible
land compliance and their contact information. Producers who
participate in Farm Bill programs like Agricultural Risk
Coverage, Price Loss Coverage or Dairy Margin Coverage will
already have these forms on file. While the payment rates per
commodity are the same for all producers, these payments are
based on actual losses experienced earlier this year and as a
result require certification of inventories, sales, or sometimes
both. While many forms of verification exist, sales tickets,
certified inventory statements or insurance records appear the
easiest to obtain.

References
“Coronavirus Food Assistance Program.” Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program Farmers.gov: Resources for Farmers and Producers, 
www.famers.gov/cfap.

7 CFR Part 9, Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, Final Rule, 
available at  www.farmers.gov/cfap. 

Ohio State University Extension

We await additional details about this program. This bulletin
serves as the authors’ interpretations of the Final Rule released
by USDA, and FSA interpretation may be different.

OSU Extension and Ohio FSA will conduct a webinar in the
upcoming days to outline program materials and answer
questions. For information about the webinar and additional
information on CFAP, please visit farmoffice.osu.edu.
Information provided on the program by USDA along with a
webinar for new FSA program participants is available at
farmers.gov/CFAP.

http://www.famers.gov/cfap
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/home
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
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Appendix 1

Table 1. Payment rates for specialty crops 

Commodity

CARES Act Payment 
Rates for Sales Losses 

($/lb.)
Column 2

CARES Act Payment Rate for 
Product that left the farm, but 

spoiled due to loss of 
marketing channel ($/lb.)

Column 3

CCC Payment Rate 
($/lb.)

Column 4
Almonds $0.26 $0.57 $0.11
Apples -- $0.18 $0.03
Artichokes $0.66 $0.49 $0.10
Asparagus -- $0.38 $0.07
Avocados -- $0.14 $0.03
Beans $0.17 $0.16 $0.03
Blueberries -- $0.62 $0.12
Broccoli $0.62 $0.49 $0.10
Cabbage $0.04 $0.07 $0.01
Cantaloupe -- $0.10 $0.02
Carrots $0.2 $0.11 $0.02
Cauliflower $0.11 $0.31 $0.06
Celery -- $0.07 $0.01
Corn, sweet $0.09 $0.13 $0.03
Cucumbers $0.13 $0.15 $0.03
Eggplant $0.07 $0.15 $0.03
Garlic -- $0.85 $0.17
Grapefruit -- $0.11 $0.02
Kiwifruit -- $0.32 $0.06
Lemons $0.08 $0.21 $0.04
Lettuce, iceberg $0.20 $0.15 $0.03
Lettuce, romaine $0.07 $0.12 $0.02
Mushrooms -- $0.59 $0.11
Onion, dry $0.01 $0.05 $0.01
Onions, green -- $0.30 $0.06
Oranges -- $0.14 $0.03
Papaya -- $0.32 $0.06
Peaches $0.08 $0.32 $0.06
Pears $0.08 $0.18 $0.03
Pecans $0.28 $0.93 $0.18
Peppers, bell $0.14 $0.22 $0.04
Peppers, other $0.15 $0.22 $0.04
Potatoes $0.04 $0.01
Raspberries $1.45 $0.28
Rhubarb $0.15 $1.03 $0.20
Spinach $0.37 $0.37 $0.07
Squash $0.72 $0.39 $0.08
Strawberries $0.84 $0.72 $0.14
Sweet Potatoes -- $0.18 $0.04
Tangerines -- $0.22 $0.04
Taro -- $0.23 $0.05
Tomatoes $0.64 $0.38 $0.07
Walnuts -- $0.45 $0.09
Watermelons -- $0.02 --

Ohio State University Extension
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Table 2: Payment rates for non-specialty crops, dairy, and livestock

Commodity Unit
CARES Act Payment 

Rate ($/unit)
CCC Payment Rate 

($/unit)
Barley (malting) bushel $0.34 $0.37
Canola pound $0.01 $0.01
Corn bushel $0.32 $0.35
Durum Wheat bushel $0.19 $0.20
Hard Red Spring Wheat bushel $0.18 $0.20
Millet bushel $0.31 $0.34
Oats bushel $0.15 $0.17
Sorghum bushel $0.30 $0.32
Soybeans bushel $0.45 $0.50
Sunflowers pound $0.02 $0.02
Upland Cotton pound $0.09 $0.10
Dairy hundredweight $4.71 $1.47
Slaughter Cattle-
Mature cattle head $92 $33

Slaughter Cattle-Fed 
cattle head $214 $33

Feeder cattle less than 
600 pounds head $102 $33

Feeder cattle 600 
pounds or more head $139 $33

All other cattle head $102 $33
Pigs head $28 $17
Hogs head $18 $17
Lambs and Yearlings head $33 $7
Wool (graded, clean 
basis) pound $0.71 $0.78

Wool (non-graded, 
greasy basis) pound $0.36 $0.39
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