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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!
Our rainy weather halted some second cutting 
hay production and wheat harvest here in NE 
Ohio. The forecast is supposed to remain 
mostly clear the next couple of days. We hope
that holds true so you can continue harvesting.

Have a great week!
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Weather Update: A Wet Start to Summer 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/weather-update-
wet-start-summer  
 
A few months ago, there was some concern 
that if May did not produce decent rainfall, 
we would be heading toward a hot, dry 
summer. However, since the start of 
summer, a strong heat dome has 
dominated the weather in the west, leaving 
an active jet stream and weather pattern 
across the Ohio and Missouri Valleys 
(Figure 1). This has brought frequent 
rounds of showers and storms, some of 
them locally heavy, and has greatly 
improved soil moisture and stream flow 
conditions across the Buckeye State. For 
some, it has been too much of a good thing. 
Parts of southwest and northeast Ohio have 
received 10-15 inches of rainfall over the 
last 30 days. For the Cincinnati area, this has been the second wettest start to summer 
(June 1 to present) on record, only behind 1876! Cleveland Hopkins Airport has 
received 7.18 inches since July 1, the most ever recorded through the first 17 days of 
July. 
 
Forecast 
The week ahead looks a bit more benign. Mostly dry and sunny conditions are expected 
Tuesday through Thursday. Skies will remain a bit hazy due to western wildfire smoke. 
A weak front moving through on Tuesday could provide a few isolated storms late in the 
day, mainly across northern counties. Temperatures are expected to run about average 
this week, with highs in the mid to upper-80s and lows in the mid-60s across southern 
counties. Upper-70s to mid-80s for highs with upper-50s to low-60s expected on 
Wednesday and Thursday across the north. A better chance of widespread summertime 
thunderstorms is expected on Friday through the weekend, with highs in the mid to 
upper-80s.  
 
The Climate Prediction Center’s 6–10-day outlook for the period of July 27 – August 2 
and the16-Day Rainfall Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center indicate a 
shift in the patter, with above average temperatures and below average precipitation 
expected (Figure 2). Climate averages for this period include a high temperature range 
of 83-87°F, a low temperature range of 62-66°F, and average rainfall of 0.70-0.90 
inches. 

Figure 1. Multi-sensor precipitation 
estimates for the last 30-days 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/weather-update-wet-start-summer
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/weather-update-wet-start-summer
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/newsletter_article/image/Fig1_CORN-0719.png
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Rainy Weather and Wheat Straw Quality  
By: Pierce Paul 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/rainy-weather-and-
wheat-straw-quality 
 

Not only has rain delayed the harvest of 
some fields for grain, it has also delayed 
the baling of straw in several fields that 
have been harvested. In Ohio, wheat 
straw is sometimes just as important or 
even more important than grain, as it is 
used as bedding for livestock, and in 
some cases, as a feed ingredient. 
Delayed baling due to excessive rainfall 
could cause the quality of the straw to 
deteriorate as a result of mold growth. To 
fungi (molds), wheat straw is nothing more than dead plant tissue ready to be 
colonized. Under warm, wet conditions, saprophytic fungi (molds that feed of dead 

Figure 2. Climate Prediction Center 6-10 Day Outlook valid for July 27 – August 2, 
2021, for left) temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability 
of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/rainy-weather-and-wheat-straw-quality
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/rainy-weather-and-wheat-straw-quality


Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 

 

 

 

3 

plant materials) readily colonize wheat stubble, resulting in a dark moldy cast being 
formed. This problem is particularly severe in lodged fields.  

Some of the molds growing on the wet straw in the field, including the fungus that 
causes head scab (Fusarium graminearum), also produce mycotoxins such as 
vomitoxin. This could be a concern when using straw for bedding or as a feed 
ingredient. In general, vomitoxin levels are much higher in straw than they are in 
the grain, and even when the straw is used as bedding, a small portion of it is 
consumed. For instance, depending on the production system, pigs may obtain up 
to 12% of their total feed intake from straw. Pig are particularly sensitive to 
vomitoixin – it causes vomiting (hence the name), feed refusal, and low weight 
gain. A good way to tell if the straw is colonized by the scab fungus it to look at the 
color of the mold growing on it – a pinkish-white mold would be a good indication 
that the straw could be contaminated with vomitoxin. 
 
Vomitoxin contamination of straw tends to be highest when the straw is baled from 
fields with high levels of head scab. In addition, straw from fields that were planted 
with head scab resistant variates usually contain less vomitoxin than straw from 
fields plated with susceptible varieties. Thankfully, head scab levels were very low 
in most fields across the state this year, as a result, initial vomitoxin levels in the 
straw may be low. However, straw from scab-free fields can still be colonized by 
the fungus and contaminated with vomitoxin, especially if it goes through repeated 
wetting and drying cycles before being baled. This would be even more of a 
problem for those fields that have not yet been harvested, as both the gra in and the 
straw could be contaminated with vomitoxin. Moldy straw could also contain other 
mycotoxins that are harmful to livestock. So, in addition to examining the straw for 
mold growth (pinkish color), get a sample tested for mycotoxins before using it  for 
bedding or feed.  
 

To Spray or Not to Spray…Foliar Products at R3 
By: Laura Lindsey 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/spray-or-not-
spray…foliar-products-r3 
 
The R3 soybean growth stage is a common time to 
consider foliar application of fungicide, insecticide, 
and fertilizer. Before we jump into the potential yield 
outcomes of these products, let’s define the R3 
growth stage. A soybean plant is at the R3 growth 
stage when there is a pod at least 3/16 inch long (but 
less than 3/4 inch long) at one of the four uppermost 
nodes on the main stem with a fully developed 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/spray-or-not-spray…foliar-products-r3
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/23-2021/spray-or-not-spray…foliar-products-r3


Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 

 

 

 

4 

trifoliolate leaf. A leaf is fully developed, and the node is counted, when the trifoliolate 
leaf at the node immediately above it is open (Figure 1).  
 
Soybean plants within a field may be at different growth stages. Over half of the plants 
need to be at a certain growth stage for the whole field to be considered that growth 
stage. For more information on soybean growth stages R3 through R6, see this 
YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0A1fkU4oBU. 
 
 

When should I spray a foliar fungicide?  
First, consider the disease triangle. For a 
disease to develop, there must be a 1) host 
(Is your soybean variety resistant or 
susceptible?), 2) pathogen (Is there a 
history of a certain disease in your field? Do 
you see any visual symptoms of disease?), 
and 3) conducive environment. Most foliar 
diseases, such as brown leaf spot and 
frogeye leaf spot, are favored by wet 
conditions. 
 
In the soybean agronomic trials, brown leaf 
spot and frogeye leaf spot tend to be the 
two most common soybean diseases 
(Figure 2). In these trials, we’ve measured 
a yield response to foliar fungicide applied 
at R3 in 9 out of 28 environments, ranging 

from 4 to 8 bu/acre. At the responsive locations, which tended to be in central and 
southern Ohio, there was foliar disease present (brown spot and frogeye leaf spot). 
Additionally, these positive yield responses occurred in years with greater 
precipitation. Very little to no yield response occurred in dry years and in years 
when soybeans were flooded. If you have visual symptoms of disease, a conducive 
environment, and susceptible variety, R3 is a good time to spray a foliar fungicide.  

Figure 1 Soybean plant at the R3 growth stage. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0A1fkU4oBU
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Figure 2 Frogeye leaf spot (left) and brown spot (right). 

When should I spray a foliar insecticide?  
Often, if a farmer plans on spraying a foliar fungicide, they will tank-mix a foliar 
insecticide. From last week’s article on soybean defoliation, “It is very rare that we 
reach economic levels of defoliation here in Ohio.” (Click here to read the entire 
article: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/22-2021/soybean-
defoliation-it-takes-lot-really-matter). Over the past several years, we’ve tested 

foliar insecticide in 28 Ohio environments. Out of those 28 environments, we’ve 
only measured a yield response (+5 bu/acre) to foliar insecticide applied at R3 one 
time. In the other 27 environments, soybean yield was unaffected by foliar 
insecticide with defoliation levels in the mid- to upper canopy at <15%. As 
mentioned in last week’s article, “…treatment is advised when defoliation levels reach 
40% in pre-bloom stages, 15% in bloom, and 25% during pod fill to harvest.” 

 
When should I spray foliar fertilizer?  
In Ohio, the most common micronutrient 
deficiency is manganese. However, even then, 
we’ve only measured a yield response to 
manganese foliar fertilizer in two out of 20 Ohio 
environments. Soybeans are most likely to 
respond to foliar fertilizer when there are visual 
symptoms of deficiency. Interveinal chlorosis is a 
visual symptom of manganese deficiency (Figure 
3). Manganese deficiency tends to occur in fields 
with high pH or high organic matter (muck), 
especially if soils are droughty. In dry soil, 
manganese is converted to a form that is 
unavailable for plant uptake. 
 
 

Figure 3 Manganese deficiency symptoms 

include interveinal chlorosis. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/22-2021/soybean-defoliation-it-takes-lot-really-matter
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/22-2021/soybean-defoliation-it-takes-lot-really-matter
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Recently, soybean agronomists across the U.S. evaluated foliar fertilizers in 46 
environments and found no soybean yield increase when the products were applied 
prophylactically (e.g., no visual deficiency symptoms). For more information on this 
study, see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DtNagk6ghI . In most situations, 
foliar fertilizers are unnecessary. 
 
Summary 
When soybean plants are yellow due to saturated soil conditions as seen in 
northern Ohio last week, it can be tempting to apply foliar products to help the 

plants ‘recover’ (Figure 4). These fields 
often already have a lower yield potential 
and are unlikely to respond to foliar 
products in the absence of disease, 
insects, and nutrient deficiency. 
Multiple trials in Ohio and across the U.S. 
have shown that prophylactic applications 
of foliar fungicide, insecticide, and fertilizer 
provide no yield benefit. Before applying 
these products, it’s important to scout your 
fields for disease, insects, and nutrient 
deficiencies. 

 

 

Ohio Legislation on the Move 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-07142021-1227pm/ohio-legislation-move  
 
Following a flurry of activity before its break, the 
Ohio General Assembly can now enjoy a few lazy 
days of summer.  While the legislature spent much 
of its energy passing the state budget, it also moved 
several bills affecting agriculture.  Here’s the latest 
update on legislation that's moving down at the 
capitol. 
 
Enacted bills 
Solar and wind facilities.  We wrote earlier about S.B. 52, the wind and solar facility 
siting bill the legislature passed in late June.  Despite pressure to veto the bill, 
Governor DeWine signed the legislation on July 12; its effective date is October 9, 
2021.  The new law requires developers to hold a public meeting in a community at 

Figure 4 No yield response foliar products when applied to 

flooded field in Delaware County in 2013. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DtNagk6ghI
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-07142021-1227pm/ohio-legislation-move
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07012021-254pm/ohio-legislature-passes-solar-and-wind-project-siting-and-approval-bill
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least 90 days prior to applying for project approval, allows counties to designate 
restricted areas where wind and solar projects may not locate, sets up a 
referendum process for county residents to have a voice in restricted area 
designations, adds two community officials to the project review process at the 
Power Siting Board, and establishes rules for decommissioning of projects, 
including performance bonds. 
 
Natural gas services.  While communities will have a say in siting wind and solar 
facilities after S.B. 52’s passage, the opposite will be true for natural gas 
services.  H.B. 201 guarantees that persons have a right to obtain natural gas and 
propane services, subject to municipal home rule authority and regulatory 
oversight.  The bill prohibits political subdivisions from limiting or preventing gas 
and propane services within its boundaries.  Governor DeWine signed the bill on 
July 1 and it becomes effective on September 28, 2021. 
 
State budget.  It took a good while, but the governor signed the state budget 
bill, H.B. 110, on June 30 and it took effect on July 1.  Highlights of agricultural 
provisions in the bill include: 

• H2Ohio.  Requires state agencies that prepare the already mandated annual 
report on the H2Ohio fund to present the report to the Senate and House 
finance committees each year.  ORC 126.60(D). 

• Ohio Proud.  Allows the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) to sell 
merchandise that promotes the Ohio Proud program, and to use proceeds 
for the Ohio proud, international, and domestic market development 
fund.  ORC 901.171(B) and (C). 

• Liming inspections.  Allows the ODA director to enter into agreements with 
private parties for the inspection, sampling, and analysis of liming material 
and allows those parties to enter onto private and public land for 
inspections.  ORC 905.59. 

• OSU Extension.  Establishes a farm production, policy, and financial 
management institute in OSU Extension to address the integration of farm 
production practices, agricultural marketing, farm policy, and financial 
management challenges for farm owners and managers, lending agencies, 
ag teachers, and OSU professionals and provides the institute $250,000 
each year for two years. ORC 3335.38. 

• Farmers market inspections.  Removes the option for a farmers market to 
register and be inspected as a farm market with ODA.  ORC 3717.221(A) 
and (B). 

• Wine taxes.  Makes the 2 cents per gallon wine tax revenue credited to the 
Ohio Grape Industries Fund permanent.  R.C. 4301.43. 

• Southern Ohio Agricultural and Community Development Foundation .  At the 
end of 2021, abolishes the foundation and its board, which was established 
in 1998 through the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement with tobacco 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-HB-201
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-HB-110


Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 

 

 

 

8 

manufacturers.  Any remaining funds will transfer to the Ohio Proud 
Marketing Fund.  

• H2Ohio.  Appropriates $49.3 million each year to the H2Ohio program for 
2022 and 2023. 

• Farmland preservation.  Allocates $500,000 for the purchase of agricultural 
easements in 2022 and 2023. 

• Soil and water phosphorus program .  Allocates $10.7 million in 2022 and 
2023 for programs to assist in reducing phosphorus in the Western Lake Erie 
Basin. 

• SWCDs in Western Lake Erie Basin.  Allocates $3.85 million to support Soil 
and Water Districts in the Western Lake Erie Basin in complying with former 
S.B. 1 and assisting with soil testing, nutrient management plan 
development, manure management technologies, filter strips and water 
management. 

 
Bills on the move 
Beginning farmers.  H.B. 95 finally passed the House on June 28, 2021—it was 
introduced in February and lagged in the last legislative session.   The proposal 
allows individuals to be certified as beginning farmers either through USDA or a 
certification program by ODA, Ohio State or Central State.   Certification criteria 
includes: farming in Ohio less than 10 years, having a net worth of less than 
$800,000, providing a majority of labor and management for the farm, 
demonstrating adequate knowledge of farming, submitting projected earning and 
profits, demonstrating that farming will be a significant source of income, and 
participation in an approved financial management program.  The bill would 
establish two income tax credits, one for owners who sell land and agricultural 
assets to certified beginning farmers and another for beginning farmers that attend 
a financial management program.  The bill now requires Senate approval. 
 
Slow-moving vehicles.  H.B. 30 had its first hearing before the Senate 
Transportation committee on June 23.  The proposal passed the House in 
April.  The bill aims to increase visibility of animal-drawn vehicles by changing 
marking and lighting requirements.  The vehicles would have to display either an 
SMV emblem or reflective micro prism tape rather than reflective tape on the rear, 
a flashing yellow lamp at the top and rear, in addition to current lighting 
requirements. 
 
Earning statements.  A bill passed by the House on June 16 has been referred to 
the Senate Small Business and Economic Opportunity Committee.  H.B. 187 would 
require all employers to provide employee with a written or electronic statement of 
the employee’s earnings and deductions for each pay period, to include total hours 
worked and hourly rate, total gross wages, amounts and purposes of addition or 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-HB-30
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-HB-187
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deductions from wages, and total net wages.  The bill also establishes a request 
and violation reporting system for employers who fail to provide the statements.  
 
New bills 
Moratorium on animal feeding facilities.   A bill introduced by two representatives 
from northwestern Ohio would affect new and expanding animal feeding facilities in 
the Maumee watershed.  H.B. 349 would not allow the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture to approve a permit for a new construction or expansion of a “regulated 
animal feeding facility” if it is in the Maumee watershed and the director of ODA 
has determined that the spring load of total phosphorus for the Maumee River 
exceeded 860 metric tons and total dissolved reactive phosphorus exceeded 186 
metric tons in the preceding calendar year. Regulated animal feeding facilities are 
those housing over 250 dairy cattle; 300 beef cattle; 3,000 piglets; 750 hogs; 
25,000 egg layers; 37,500 meat chickens; 9,000 egg layers and meat chickens if on 
liquid manure handling system; 16,500 turkeys; 3,000 sheep and 150 horses.   H.B. 
349 was referred to the House Agriculture and Conservation committee on June 
16, 2021. 
 

The Ag Law Harvest 
By: Jeffrey K. Lewis, Attorney and Research Specialist, Agricultural & Resource Law 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07162021-432pm/ag-law-harvest  
 
Did you know that Giant Panda cubs can be as 
small as a stick of butter?  A panda mother is 
approximately 900 times bigger than her newborn 
cub, which can weigh less than 5 ounces.  This is 
like an 8-pound human baby having a mother that 
weighed 7,200 pounds – this size difference may 
explain why so many panda cubs die from 
accidentally being crushed by their 
mothers.  However, not everything is doom and 
gloom for the Giant Panda.  Chinese officials have 
officially downgraded pandas from “endangered” to 
“vulnerable.”  Although the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature re-labelled, the Panda as “vulnerable” in 2016, China 
wanted to make sure that the population of its national treasure continued to grow 
before downgrading the panda’s classification.   
Although it seems as though pandas are thriving thanks to conservation efforts in 
China, not all animal species in China are so lucky.  This week’s Ag Law Harvest 
takes a trip around the world to bring you domestic and international agricultural 
and resource issues.  We take a look at court decisions, Congress’ latest actions, 
China’s struggle with African Swine Fever, and President Biden’s latest executive 
order.  

https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb349/IN/00/hb349_00_IN?format=pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07162021-432pm/ag-law-harvest
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-57773472
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-57773472


Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 

 

 

 

10 

 
Iowa Supreme Court Dismisses Raccoon River Lawsuit.  Environmental 
organizations (“Plaintiffs”) filed a lawsuit against the state of Iowa and its agencies 
(“Defendants”) asking the court to compel Defendants to adopt legislation that 
would require Iowa farmers to implement practices that would help reduce the 
levels of nitrogen and phosphorus in Raccoon River.  The Plaintiffs argued that 
Defendants violated their duty under the Public Trust Doctrine (“PTD”), which is a 
legal doctrine that requires states to hold certain natural resources in trust for the 
benefit of the state’s citizens.  Defendants argued that Plaintiffs lacked standing to 
bring the lawsuit.  The Iowa Supreme Court agreed with Defendants and found that 
a ruling in Plaintiffs’ favor would not necessarily remediate Plaintiffs’ alleged 
injuries, and therefore the Plaintiffs lacked standing to bring the lawsuit.   The Iowa 
Supreme Court also found that Plaintiffs’ issue was a nonjusticiable political 
question.  The political question doctrine is a principle that helps prevent upsetting 
the balance of power between the branches of government.   Under the doctrine, 
courts will not decide certain issues because they are better suited to be decided 
by another branch of government.  In this case, the court reasoned that Plaintiffs’ 
issue was better suited to be resolved through the legislative branch of 
government, not the judicial branch.  The Iowa Supreme Court decision is 
significant because, as it stands, agricultural producers in the Raccoon River 
Watershed will not be required to adopt any new practices but the decision leaves 
it up to Iowa’s legislature to determine whether farmers should be required to adopt 
new practices under the PTD to help reduce nitrogen and phosphorus in Raccoon 
River.   
 
U.S. House of Representatives’ spending bill increases focuses on climate 
action and environmental protection.  Before the July 4th break, the United 
States House Appropriations Committee approved the first of its Fiscal Year 2022 
(“FY22”) funding bills.  Included in these bills is the agriculture funding bill, which 
will be sent to the House floor for full consideration.  The bill provides $26.55 billion 
in the discretionary funding of agencies and programs within the USDA, FDA, the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, and the Farm Credit Administration – an 
increase of $2.851 billion from 2021.  In total, the agriculture funding bill includes 
$196.7 billion for both mandatory and discretionary programs.  The bill focuses on: 
(1) rural development and infrastructure – including rural broadband; (2) food and 
nutrition programs to help combat hunger and food insecurity; (3) international food 
assistance to promote U.S. agricultural exports; (4) conservation programs to help 
farmers, ranchers, and other landowners protect their land; (5) ag lending; (6) 
climate-related work to help research and remedy the climate crisis; and (7) 
enforcement of environmental programs.  The agriculture spending bill will, 
however, have to be reconciled with any spending bill produced by the U.S. 
Senate. 
 

https://www.iowacourts.gov/courtcases/11808/embed/SupremeCourtOpinion
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr4356/BILLS-117hr4356rh.pdf
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U.S. House Agriculture Committee advances rural broadband bill .  The House 
Agriculture Committee (the “Committee”) unanimously voted to advance 
the Broadband Internet Connections for Rural America Act (the “Act”), which would 
authorize $4.5 billion in annual funding, starting in fiscal year 2022, for 
the Broadband ReConnect Program (the “Program”) through fiscal year 2029.  The 
existing Program is set to expire on June 30, 2022.  To demonstrate Congress’ 
commitment to expanding rural broadband, the Program was only given $742 
million in 2021.  It is unclear whether the Act will be included in the infrastructure 
package that is currently being negotiated between Congress and the White 
House.  Under the Act, the USDA must give the highest priority to projects that 
seek to provide broadband service to unserved communities that do not have any 
residential broadband service with speeds of at least 10/1 Mbps.   The USDA will 
then prioritize communities with less than 10,000 permanent residents and areas 
with a high percentage of low-income families. 
 
Small hog farmers in China no longer required to seek environmental 
approval.  China is the world’s largest pork producer and over the past few years, 
its hog herds have been decimated.  A deadly African Swine Fever (“ASF”) has 
wiped out about half of China’s hog herds, especially affecting small 
farmers.  According to Reuters, China relies heavily on small farmers for its pork 
output, but because of ASF, small farmers have been left with little to no product 
and mass amounts of debts.  Further, Chinese farmers are hesitant to rebuild their 
herds because ASF is an ongoing risk and farmers stand to lose everything if they 
continue to raise diseased hogs.  Addressing these concerns, China’s agriculture 
ministry will no longer require small hog farmers to get environmental approval 
from the government before breeding their hogs.  China hopes to reduce the costs 
and red tape for small farmers as China tries to incentivize small farmers to rebuild 
their hog herds.  African Swine Fever is a highly contagious and deadly viral 
disease affecting both domestic and feral swine.  The ASF poses no threat to 
human health but can decimate domestic hog populations.  Germany has recently 
reported its first two cases of ASF in domestic hogs.  Currently, ASF has not been 
found within the United States, and the USDA hopes to keep it that way.   To learn 
more about ASF, visit the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
website.  
 
President Biden signs executive order to reduce consolidation in 
agriculture.  President Biden’s recent Executive Order on Promoting Competition 
in the American Economy seeks to address inadequate competition within the U.S. 
economy that the administration believes holds back economic growth and 
innovation.  The Order includes more than 70 initiatives by more than a dozen 
federal agencies to promote competition.  With respect to agriculture, the Order 
seeks to break up agricultural markets “that have become more concentrated and 
less competitive.”  The Biden Administration believes that the markets for seeds, 

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG00/20210714/113914/HMKP-117-AG00-20210714-SD003.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL4N2OO19H
https://www.nationalhogfarmer.com/news/germany-discovers-first-two-cases-asf-pig-farms
https://www.nationalhogfarmer.com/news/germany-discovers-first-two-cases-asf-pig-farms
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/07/09/executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/07/09/executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy/
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equipment, feed, and fertilizer are dominated by a few large companies which 
negatively impacts family farmers and ranchers.  The Biden Administration believes 
that the lack of competition increases the costs of inputs for family farmers all while 
decreasing the revenue a family farmer receives.  The Order directs the USDA to 
consider issuing new rules: (1) making it easier for farmers to bring and win 
lawsuits under the Packers and Stockyards Act; (2) prohibiting chicken processors 
from exploiting and underpaying chicken farmers; (3) adopting anti -retaliation 
protections for farmers who speak out about a company’s bad practices; and (4) 
defining when meat producers can promote and label their products as a “Product 
of the USA.”  The Order also requires the USDA to develop a plan to increase 
opportunities for small farmers to access markets and receive a fair return and 
encourages the Federal Trade Commission to l imit when equipment companies can 
restrict farmers from repairing their own farm machinery.  Follow this link to learn 
more about President Biden’s recent Executive Order.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/09/fact-sheet-executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy/


 



Thursday, August 5th, 6:30 P.M.
The Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association and the Ohio State University Extension 
invite you to join us for the 2021 Beef Twilight Tour on August 5th, in Gustavus, Ohio. 
Auchsu Lenno Farm has been raising black and red Angus cattle in Gustavus for over 17 
years after transitioning from dairy farming. The tour will showcase their cow-calf operation 
and the various production practices used at their facility. All beef producers and industry 
individuals are invited to attend. No reservations are required. Do not miss this opportunity 
to visit this outstanding local beef operation. We hope to see you there!

A Free Beef Hamburger and Hotdog Meal will be served at the conclusion of the 
program, compliments of Cherry Valley Slaughtering & Processing. 

Thank you to the Chad & Cheryl Wildman for hosting this event!

Location: 10023 St. R-193, Farmdale, OH 44417 Cost: Free
Contact information: Call Andrew Holden at 440-576-9008 or Email Holden.155@osu.edu for more info

Ohio State University Extension

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele 
on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit

cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit
cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Sponsored by the Ashtabula 
County Cattleman's Association 

mailto:Holden.155@osu.edu


Preserving the Harvest - Canning Basics

DATES: Tuesday, August 3rd
TIME: 6 PM – 8:30 PM
LOCATION: 5154 S Prospect St Ravenna, OH 44266
COST: $10.00

The Ohio State University Portage County Extension Office & 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele 
on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit

cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit
cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Portage.osu.edu

The Portage County Master Gardeners

It's home canning time again! Canning can be a safe and 
economical way to "put food by" as well as a source of enjoyment 
and pride for many. Kate Shumaker, Holmes County FCS Educator, 

joins us to teach how to safely preserve food at home using a 
boiling water bath and a pressure canner. 

To register: Scan the QR code, go to 
https://go.osu.edu/portagecanningbasics and click the link next to 
register here.

or call the Portage County Extension Office at  330-296-6432

https://portage.osu.edu/events/preserving-harvest-canning-basics


2021 ODA Clean Sweep: 
Portage County 

DATE: Tuesday August 17th

TIME: 9 AM - 3 PM
LOCATION : Deerfield Ag Services, 9041 US-224, Deerfield, Ohio 44411

Do you have old unwanted or unused pesticides? This year the NE Ohio Clean Sweep Program 
is being held at Deerfield Ag Services. This is a FREE service but is intended for farm chemicals
only. Paint, antifreeze, solvents, and household or non-farm pesticides will not be accepted. 

The Ohio State University Extension Portage County 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit

cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit
cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Portage.osu.edu

For more information: Scan the QR code, go to 
https://go.osu.edu/portagecleansweep
or call the Portage County Extension Office at  330-296-6432



So You're Thinking About Selling Your Timber...

Date: Thursday, July 29th

Time: 6 - 7:30PM 

Location: 
Working Woods at Holden Arboretum
 9649 - 9577 Sperry Rd
Kirtland Hills, OH 44094

Cost:

Contact: 

No charge  (registration required)

Join Central State University Extension, the Ohio Division of 
Forestry and Holden Arboretum for a discussion of timber 
sale fundamentals. The event will consists of a field tour of 
Holden Arboretum's Working Woods with conversation and 
discussion indoors. We will cover how to know if and when 
a timber harvest is right for you and your property and 
outline the basic do's and don'ts of a timber sale.

All are welcome to participate. There is no cost to attend 
but registration is requested. 

Please be prepared for inclement weather, bugs, etc...

Register at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/so-youre-

thinking-about-selling-your-timber-
tickets-163393078095

Central State University is an Equal Opportunity Institution. 

 Central State University Extension  |  1400 Brush Row Road  |  Wilberforce, OH 45384  |  (937) 376.6101  |  CentralState.edu/csuextension 

Adam Regula
aregula@centralstate.edu

OR
Jessica Miller
jmiller@holdenfg.org
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