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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!
Most of NE Ohio got a decent rain shower over 
the weekend after an unusually warm and dry 
start to April. The second article discusses 
some of the recent weather events and how 
they effected planting conditions. 

Check out the first article in today’s issue that 
offers considerations for early April planting.

Have a great week!

NORTHEAST OHIO AGRI-CULTURE 
NEWSLETTER

Your Weekly Agriculture Update for April 13, 2021 
Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

In This Issue:

 Good Idea? Bad Idea?
Planting Corn and
Soybean in Early April

 CFAES Ag Weather
System 2021 Near-
Surface Air and Soil
Temperatures/Moisture

 Spring Pasture
Management Impacts
Overall Production

 USDA rolls out its
Pandemic Assistance
for Producers Initiative

 Got Mice??
Lee Beers
Trumbull County 
Extension 
Educator

Andrew Holden
Ashtabula County 
Extension 
Educator

Angie Arnold
Portage County 
Extension 
Educator

Some much-needed rain here in NE Ohio



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

1 

Good Idea? Bad Idea? Planting Corn and Soybean in 
Early April 
By: Alexander Lindsey, Laura Lindsey 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/09-2021/good-idea-bad-
idea-planting-corn-and-soybean-early-april  
  
Planting when conditions are 
adequate (soil temperatures above 
50°F and greater than 45% plant 
available water content) is 
recommended for corn and 
soybean. This year, these 
conditions are occurring sooner 
than normal. At a two-inch depth, 
average soil temperature ranged 
from 48 to 51°F between April 1 
and April 7 (Table 1). In general, 
early planting helps increase yield 
potential of both corn and soybean. 
For soybean, each day delay in 
planting after May 1 results in a 
yield decrease of 0.25 to 1 
bu/acre/day. Additionally, there is 
also the real observation of the last 
few years that if you don’t get 
planted early, rains in May could prevent planting all together (thinking of you, 2019). 
While there are benefits of early planting, there are also risks that should be considered 
(especially if the weather turns cool). 

 
Table 1. Average two-inch soil temperature from April 1 through April 7, 2021 and last 
freeze date (air temperature ≤32°F) for the past five years. (Data from CFAES Weather 
System: https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weather1/). 

Figure 1. Freeze damage below the 
cotyledons. The soybean plant will not 
recover. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/09-2021/good-idea-bad-idea-planting-corn-and-soybean-early-april
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/09-2021/good-idea-bad-idea-planting-corn-and-soybean-early-april
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The first step in germination is the process of imbibition, or absorbing water from the 
soil for 24-48 hours after planting. Generally, seeds need to return to their moisture 
levels at physiological maturity (30% moisture for corn, 50-55% for soybean) before 
germination begins. The temperature of the water should be above 50°F during this 
process or it can damage the cells in the seed (referred to as ‘imbibitional chilling’). We 
have had imbibitional chilling occur in parts of Ohio where soil temperatures were warm 
(>50°F) but then we had snow or cold rain within 12 hours of planting, which damaged 
seedlings and contributed to poor stands or seed mortality (forcing replant). 
The second phase of germination called the lag or activation phase involves seed 
reserve mobilization and cell wall loosening. Cool temperatures can slow this phase, 
which can affect how quickly the seeds will sprout. The final step is growth and is 
marked by radicle emergence. The seed is now fully committed to growth and must rely 
on internal food reserves to fuel growth until it emerges and can start photosynthesizing. 
Rate of growth is influenced by accumulated growing degree days (GDDs) or heat units. 
If days turn cooler after planting, fewer GDDs are gained each day resulting in more 
days in the soil without photosynthesizing. This can deplete seed reserves. Recent work 
from Ohio (2017-2019) suggests 155 soil GDDs after planting are needed to facilitate 
corn emergence without incurring a yield penalty. 
 
After emergence, growth in corn is fueled by GDD accumulation. Late frosts can 
damage leaf tissue, but the growing point remains belowground for corn until V6 growth 
stage (approximately 550-600 GDDs from planting). If the growing point is not 
damaged, the plant should be able to re-grow and no yield loss is expected. (Complete 
defoliation of corn through the V5 growth stage resulted in no yield loss.) For soybean, 
the growing point is above the soil surface at emergence (VE growth stage). If freeze 
damage occurs below the cotyledons, the plant will not recover (Figure 1). The last 
freeze date (air temperature ≤32°F) for the past five years has ranged from as early as 
April 2 to as late as May 16. However, a temperature of ≤32°F does not necessarily 
mean there will be freeze damage. Freeze damage can be variable based on soil 
moisture, landscape position, and crop residue in the field. Also, keep in mind, reported 
air temperatures are usually from several feet above the soil surface. Temperatures 
near the soil are often warmer, especially when the soil is wetter. If we do encounter a 
drop in temperature, wait at least five days to check your plants for damage. 
 
One final consideration with planting early is planting depth. Shallower planted seeds 
will accumulate GDDs faster than deeper-planted seeds, which may result in more rapid 
emergence. However, moisture for imbibition tends to be more variable at shallow 
depths, which can lead to: i) greater fluctuations in temperatures (high temperatures will 
be greater and low temperatures will be lower compared to deeper planted seeds); and 
ii) less uniform emergence (takes longer to get all plants to emerge), which can 
ultimately cause yield decreases. Additionally, the crown of the plant (where the growing 
point resides) may be closer to the soil surface if planted shallow. This means there is 
less protection for the crown if temperatures drop unexpectedly prior to V6 growth stage 
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of corn, possibly causing damage to the growing point. Shallow planting can also result 
in poor nodal root formation in the season and may cause rootless or floppy corn 
syndrome to develop at the V4-6 growth stages. 
 
CFAES Ag Weather System 2021 Near-Surface Air and 
Soil Temperatures/Moisture 
By: Aaron Wilson, Greg LaBarge, CPAg/CCA 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/09-2021/cfaes-ag-weather-
system-2021-near-surface-air-and-soil  

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/09-2021/cfaes-ag-weather-system-2021-near-surface-air-and-soil
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/09-2021/cfaes-ag-weather-system-2021-near-surface-air-and-soil


Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

4 

 Figure 1: Daily average air temperature (dashed red), two-inch (green) and four-inch (blue) 
soil temperatures for spring 2021. Current daily average soil temperatures are noted for each 
location. Soil type and location of measurements (under sod or bare soil) are provided in the 
lower right corner of each panel. A map of all locations is in the bottom right.  Data provided by 
The College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) Agricultural Research 
Stations located throughout the state. All sites are reported on Figure 1 as a daily average. 
 
Figure 1 shows that two- and four-inch soil temperatures warmed significantly over the past 
week, with most stations reaching soil temperatures into the upper 50s to low 60s. This was in 
response to much above average temperatures, with highs reaching the upper 70s to low 80s 
across the state. An upper-level cutoff low pressure with clouds and rain showers over the last 
couple of days has led to a slight cooling of soil temperatures, with current soil temperatures in 
the mid to upper 50s.    
 
Figure 2 (left) shows that beneficial rain fell across Ohio this week, with widespread 1-2” 
reports, and portions of Wayne, Medina, and Summit Counties reported up to 3”. Precipitation 
over the last couple of weeks has slowed the progress of drought conditions across Ohio, with 
about 16% of the state still designated as having Moderate Drought Conditions according to 
the U.S. Drought Monitor. Dry soils are prevalent across northern and eastern Ohio, with 0-40cm 
soil moisture running low (yellow and red shading in Fig. 2 – right) compared to historical 
values for this period.   

 
Figure 2: (Left) Precipitation estimates for the last 7 days ending on 4/12/2021. Figure provided 
by the Midwestern Regional Climate Center (https://www.mrcc.illinois.edu). (Right) 0-40 cm Soil 
Moisture Percentile as of 4/12/2021 according to NASA’s SPORT-LIS 
(https://weather.msfc.nasa.gov/sport/modeling/lis.html). 
 
For more complete weather records for CFAES research stations, including temperature, 
precipitation, growing degree days, and other useful weather observations, please 
visit https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weather1/. 
 
 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://weather.msfc.nasa.gov/sport/modeling/lis.html
https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weather1/
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Spring Pasture Management Impacts Overall 
Production  
By: Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/04/07/even-on-spring-grass-cows-may-need-more-
fiber/  
 
Yes, it’s getting to be that time of year — new spring green growth!  The cows start 
complaining about eating hay and bellowing when they hear my voice or even just see 
me.  It’s not that the hay is any less delectable, it’s just not what they know is available 
across the fence.  It’s about like a kid walking by a candy store; the focus is on the treat. 

I’ve listened to several pretty intense arguments over the years on the topic of when to 
start grazing in the spring.  Some spoiled cows are never denied their micro-greens and 
sadly, the pastures usually show it.  I’ve heard some say, “the cows know best.”  They 
do have excellent biological feedback from their stomachs that tells them there is 
usually more energy and protein in that lush new forage.  This is even more true with 
small ruminants such as sheep and goats who can and will sometimes select specific 
plant parts because of differences in energy or nutrients that are needed at the 
time.  Perhaps this is the ruminant animals “gut” instinct. 

Unfortunately, just like eating too much candy from the candy store, ruminants eating 
too much lush green cotton candy growth early in the year can have its 
consequences.  If you don’t believe me, let them graze that short new growth for two or 
three days and then run them through the cattle chute to work them.  You won’t want to 
be the person tailing them in the chute. Like I’ve said before, don’t stand too close 
behind those cows!  One cough or skuttle from the cow in front of you and you might be 
covered. 
What the cows try to initially ignore is the same thing your doctor may tell you: you need 
fiber.  If that particular pasture was grazed down tight last fall and little or no residual 
was left behind, there is little or no fiber present.  This young lush forage is rapidly 
fermentable in the rumen and may not meet two critical forage roles: maintaining the 
rumen forage mat and stimulating cud chewing.  The rumen/fiber mat is essentially a 
mass of long-fiber plant matter that slows down and buffers the rumination and digestive 
processes of any other feeds that are consumed. It keeps the microbe balance, pH and 
digestive speed of the rumen stable throughout the day. 

I can hear my wife saying, “cut to the chase.”  Okay, it is somewhat situational.  Ideally, 
continue feeding hay until the forages have grown more and start containing more 
lignin.  Lignin is a major component of the plant cell wall and give plants 
structure.  Those fields grazed short last fall will lack sufficient fiber to go with all the 
washy high-water, high-protein forage that will come on with first growth.  All ruminant 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/04/07/even-on-spring-grass-cows-may-need-more-fiber/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/04/07/even-on-spring-grass-cows-may-need-more-fiber/
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livestock need to balance the carbon-nitrogen ratio in their rumen to maintain that 
mat.  If they don’t, then they will not perform the way you want them to and have less 
gain and milk production.  The plants just go through their system faster than they can 
effectively utilize it. 

If stop grazing heights were maintained with the last grazing prior to winter, then that dry 
forage left behind can help to balance out the lush forage.  At a minimum, everyone 
should leave at least one field, ideally the one they plan to use first in the spring, with a 
fair amount of residual over winter and, in this case, more is better (four to six 
inches).  That field can also provide a great alternative for calving over a muddy lot. 

If you watch the cows after early turnout, they will graze exclusively on the lush new 
forage for two to three days and if sufficient fiber is not present, they will quickly start 
hitting fence rows and eating about any dry material they can find and will actually eat 
straw too if available, something they would normally rarely do. 

Another alternative is to feed some hay along with the new growth.  The cows will then 
eat enough dry hay to help balance out the fiber needs to maintain that rumen 
mat.  This is certainly better for the cow, but not particularly ideal for the 
forage.  Grazing too early can be costly by reducing total forage production for the entire 
grazing season.  Grazing too early in the spring does nothing but remove the solar 
panel the plants need to start building sugars and growing new roots.  The forages 
really need to be able to fully leaf out or canopy and get a good start before animals 
start removing that new growth, otherwise production will be reduced.  Forages should 
be at least eight to ten inches tall, ideally more.  If the cows-to-pasture acres ratio is low, 
then starting to graze a bit early might help to keep growth under control later, but in 
most cases, the cows-to-pasture acres is higher than it should be and therefore, 
detrimental to overall production. 

If I have plenty of hay, then I’d continue feeding hay.  Strategically, saving the better hay 
for early spring and feeding less quality hay earlier is usually a good thing and that 
usually is also true nutritional-wise for spring calving cows too. 

That biological feedback mentioned earlier doesn’t always work quick enough when it 
come to poisonous weeds — for some, it doesn’t take very much.  I am already seeing 
a fair amount of poison hemlock in some fields and especially along roadsides and low 
areas.  Poison hemlock looks a lot like cow or wild parsnips but has purplish colored 
streaks and spots on the smooth stem.  This plant is poison to both livestock and 
humans.  It is a true biennial so it will set seed the second year — so kill it the first 
year!  It is a prolific seed producer.  Do not handle with bare hands.  According to 
Purdue’s toxic plant website, poison hemlock has toxic components that include the 
volatile alkaloids coniine and gamma-conicine. A lethal dose for a horse is four to five 
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pounds of leaves. Cattle may be poisoned with one to two pounds, and sheep with a 
half-pound or less. Humans are often poisoned, mistaking the roots for parsnips, the 
leaves for parsley or the seeds for anise. 

Poisoned animals show signs within two hours of eating the plant, and tend to become 
nervous, will tremble and become uncoordinated. After the excitement phase, the 
animal becomes depressed. The heart and respiratory rates slow down, the legs, ears 
and other extremities become cold, colic and/or bloating may occur. Even at this stage, 
the animal may not die, but may remain like this for several hours to days, and then 
recover. In lethal cases, the animals tend to die within five to 10 hours after the onset of 
the clinical signs, typically from respiratory failure (in which case the mucus membranes 
will appear blue). A mousy odor has been reported to emanate from affected animals. 
Contact your local extension office for more information on this plant or control methods. 

I’ll end today with a reminder on magnesium.  It is a good idea to move to a high 
magnesium type mineral supplement (usually 10-20% instead of 1 or 2%) and continue 
with it until we are past the early flush of new forage.  The issue with insufficient 
magnesium is more of a problem where nitrogen and/or potassium has been recently 
applied or in excessive amounts.  For more detailed information about grass tetany, 
contact your local extension service or large animal veterinarian. 

Management of spring regrowth will impact overall production.  The cows or sheep are 
the tools to help manage the forage!  Remember, it’s not about maximizing a grazing 
event, but maximizing a grazing season!  Keep on grazing! 

USDA rolls out its Pandemic Assistance for Producers 
Initiative 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-04122021-422pm/usda-rolls-out-its-
pandemic-assistance-producers-initiative  
 
We’re used to April showers in Ohio, but this year producers can also prepare for a 
showering of USDA pandemic assistance.  Secretary Vilsack just announced the new 
“USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers Initiative,” which will devote $12 billion to 
deliver financial assistance and programs for agricultural producers affected by COVID-
19 market disruptions.  The USDA aims to spread those programs to a wider set of 
producers than previous COVID-19 programs. 
 
While many program details and rules are still under development and expected later 
this spring, several types of CFAP assistance are in motion now.  First, the USDA 
announced the reopening of round two of the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-04122021-422pm/usda-rolls-out-its-pandemic-assistance-producers-initiative
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-04122021-422pm/usda-rolls-out-its-pandemic-assistance-producers-initiative
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/03/24/after-identifying-gaps-previous-aid-usda-announces-pandemic
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(CFAP2) on April 5.  Producers who haven’t yet signed up for CFAP2 may do so for at 
least the next 60 days at https://www.farmers.gov/cfap/apply.   USDA will be 
distributing $2.5 million in grants to further reach out to socially disadvantaged farmers 
who have not enrolled in CFAP2.     
 
Several automatically issued payments are also in the works for eligible producers 
already enrolled in CFAP1 and 2.  Producers need not submit new applications for 
these payments, and we’ve heard some producers have already received them.   The 
payments include: 

• Increased CFAP1 payment rates for cattle.  Cattle producers eligible under 
CFAP1 will automatically receive payments based on inventory of cattle between 
April 16, 2020 and May 14, 2020.  Rates per head will be $7 for feeder cattle less 
than 600 pounds, $25.50 for feeder cattle at 600 pounds or more, $63 for 
slaughter/fed cattle, $14.75 for slaughter/mature cattle and $17.25 for all other 
cattle. 

• CFAP2 crop payments.  Additional payments of $20 per acre for producers of 
eligible flat-rate or price-trigger crops under CFAP2, which includes Ohio crops of 
alfalfa, corn, hemp, sorghum, soybeans, sugar beets, wheat and other grains, 
listed at https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap. 

• CFAP additional assistance payments.  Formula adjustments and payments 
for applications filed under the CFAP AA program will include pullets and 
turfgrass sod, corrections for row-crop producers with non-Actual Production 
History insurance to use 100% of 2019 ARC-county option benchmark yield in 
the payment calculation, revisions to sales commodity applications to include 
insurance indemnities, noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments, 
and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus payments. 
 

The additional payments for swine producers and contract growers included in the 
CFAP Additional Assistance are not yet are their way.  These payments are on hold as 
they will require regulatory revisions, but FSA is accepting applications 
at https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap. 
 
Also in the still-under-development category is an additional $6 billion for new and 
modified programs from the Consolidated Appropriations Act as well as other unspent 
COVID-19 funds.  The USDA projects that rules for these programs will also begin this 
Spring and will include funding for: 

• Dairy Donation Program purchases and other assistance for dairy farmers 
• Euthanized livestock and poultry 
• Biofuels 
• Specialty crops, beginning farmers and local, urban, and organic farms 
• Organic certification costs or to continue or add conservation activities 
• Other possible expansion and corrections to the Coronavirus Food Assistance 

Program such as to support dairy or other livestock producers. 

https://www.farmers.gov/cfap/apply
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap
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• Timber harvesting and hauling. 
• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other protective measures for food 

and farm workers and specialty crops and seafood processors and distributors. 
• Improving the resilience of the food supply chain. 
• Developing infrastructure to support donation and distribution of perishable 

commodities, including food donation and distribution through farm-to-school, 
restaurants, or other community organizations. 

• Reducing food waste. 
•  

And that’s not all.  Details for allocating an additional $500 million in new funding are 
also in development.  That funding will be distributed as follows: 

• $100M for Specialty Crop Block Program 
• $100M for Local Agricultural Marketing Program 
• $80M for Domestic Textile Mills Program 
• $75M for Farmers Opportunities Training and Outreach Program. 
• $75M for Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program 
• $28M for National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
• $20M for Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
• $20M for Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 

 
The USDA has stated that it will continue to develop program details and regulations 
through the spring.  We’ll do our best to forecast what's to come, so stay tuned for more 
information on the Pandemic Assistance for Producers Initiative. 
 
 
Got Mice?? 
 
The Community Cats Coalition of Ashtabula County (CCCAC) is a grass-roots group of 
volunteers who saw a need to establish a Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) program in 
Ashtabula.  While our primary purpose is to trap and neuter community cats and then 
return them to where they trapped, there are times when it is not safe for a cat to return 
to their neighborhood.   
 
We also are hoping to place semi-feral or feral cats where they can live in a safe 
environment and where caretakers can benefit from the cats being there.  For owners of 
barns, workshops, gardens, breweries and wineries, or any other environment, these 
cats are a source of natural rodent control. 
 
Cats that are trapped as part of the CCCAC’s TNR program are spayed/neutered, given 
a rabies shot, and receive an “ear tip” – the universal sign that a cat has been altered.  
Volunteers with CCCAC will deliver the cat (or cats) to you, help set up a containment 
area (and we may be able to assist with containment crates), and advise throughout the 
process. 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance
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“Barn” cats are generally not over sociable although they may become friendly to the 
person(s) who feeds them.  These cats only ask for regular, daily meals, shelter from 
the elements and wildlife, and their “freedom”.  As with any animal, always let the cat 
decide how much they want to interact with you.  Some cats that are placed will do 
everything they can to avoid human contact but be quite happy to be a “mouser” for 
you.  Other cats may enjoy being petted or even talked to.  If you have a preference 
(feral or semi-feral) please let us know! 
 
If you would like to give a home to a cat that has run out of options while benefitting 
from pesticide-free, natural-rodent control, please email us at 
CCCAshtabula@gmail.com or message us on Facebook (Community Cats Coalition of 
Ashtabula County).   
 
 

mailto:CCCAshtabula@gmail.com


CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an 
accessible format of this publication, visit

cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

SPONSOR: Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation
Camps are open to Ohio students interested in science, food and a variety of ag 
careers.  Students must be a high school freshman,  sophomore or junior.

• A one-three minute video "Please tell us about one
agricultural career and why that interests you."

• One reference that is not a friend or family member

OVERVIEW OF PROGRAM: 
Why and who should attend
With an ever growing population and concerns over food security, there 
is a need for a workforce of talented young scientists who are able to 
think critically about the issues associated with providing safe, 
economical, and aesthetically pleasing food and fiber. This one of a kind 
STEM camp will engage students in the various careers in science, 
engineering and technology in the food, fuel, and fiber industry that will 
be needed to face our world’s challenges. Through hands-on tours and 
activities in state-of-the-art laboratories, campers will get a unique look at 
what careers in STEM can entail. Days will be filled with learning from the 
top agricultural science companies and researchers at Ohio State and 
Central State Universities . Campers will have the opportunity to network 
with leaders in the industry while gaining a new perspective on the 
variety of careers available to them in Ohio related to food, fuel, and fiber 
production. At the end of each day, counselors will lead the students in 
leadership development activities and programs to show them how to 
prepare for college and their future careers.

This action packed week will be highlighted each day 
with a field trip to a different agricultural/food 
business (i.e. Smuckers, Mohican State Park, Select 
Sires) followed by an interactive,  on-campus lab 
activity (i.e. food science, greenhouses, meat lab). 
Students will be challenged through various activities 
to discuss current scientific issues facing Ohio and the 
world. Daily activities will engage them as they 
critically think through such issues.

DATES OF WEEKLONG CAMPS: 
June 13-18  - Ohio State University 
Main Campus 

June 20-25 - Ohio State University 
ATI Campus 

DATES OF WEEKEND CAMPS: 
Locations will be announced in conjunction with 
colleges or universities across the state

July 9-11 

July 16-18

September 10-12

COST FOR CAMPS:  Free
APPLICATION DEADLINES: 
Priority Deadline - March 5th 
Final Deadline - April 2nd 

REGISTRATION: exploreag.org

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:



TENTATIVE AGENDA/PROGRAMMING

Wednesday 
9:00 a.m. - John Deere, Plain City 
10:30 a.m. - Select Sires Tour and Lunch
3:00 p.m. - Battelle Darby Creek 
6:00 p.m. - Dinner 
6:45 p.m. - Evening activities 

Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Tour Entomology Lab
10:30 a.m. - Tour Plant Science Facility 
12:30 p.m. - Lunch 
1:15 p.m. - Tour Soil Science Lab
3:00 p.m. - Return to dorm to prepare for dinner celebration
5:00 p.m. -  Celebration Dinner

Friday
8:30 a.m. - Ag Career Pathway Planning 
9:30 a.m. - Service Activity 
11:30 a.m. - Lunch 
12:30 p.m. - Pack up 
1:00 p.m. - Depart 

Sunday
3:00 p.m. - Registration and move in 
5:00 p.m. - Introductions and camp overview 
6 p.m. - Dinner 
7 p.m. - Leadership Training 
8 p.m. - Evening Activities 
Monday:
8:00 a.m. - Team Building/Ag Challenge Time
10:00 a.m. - Food Science Tour 
12:00 p.m. - Tour OSU Waterman Farm and Lunch
2:00 p.m. - Freshtown Farm tour
3:30 p.m. - Food Science & Technology Tour
6:00 p.m. - Dinner 
6:45 p.m. - Evening Activities
Tuesday:
9:00 a.m. - Turf Grass Presentation at OSU stadium   
10:30 a.m.- Veterinary School 
12:00 p.m. - Lunch 
1:00 p.m. - OSU Agricultural Engineering
3:00 p.m.  - Meat Science Lab
6:00 p.m. - Dinner 
6:45 p.m. - Evening Recreation **This is sample schedule that is subject to 

change based on site university**

STUDENT COMMENTS: 

“My favorite part of 
camp was meeting 

new people and 
exploring different 
agricultural jobs.” 

-Lauren K

For additional information, please 
visit exploreag.com or email 

mulligan.70@osu.edu

“I liked getting to see every aspect of some 
ag careers. From hands-on lab to testing to 

hearing perspective to getting to see 
equipment. Every part was interesting and 
gave me a taste of ag careers.” -Charley P
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