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Study Guide

For fancy, you will also need to study
breeds of birds and learn about feed.



Junior (age 9-12)
Where is the fluff?
-the soft feathers
around the vent,
cloaca, under tail

How many primary
flight feathers are
there?
-10

How many
secondary flight
feathers are there?
-10

How many tail
feathers are there?
-10-12

What should the
brooder temperature
be set on 1st?
-95 degrees

What is the
incubation period?
-Chickens-20-21 days
-Turkeys-28 days
-Ducks-28 days
-Geese-28-35 days

What is the keel?
-flexible wedge of
cartilage at tip of
breastbone

Intermediate (age13-15)
Where is the preen
gland?
-near the base of tail

What does OPA
stand for?
-Ohio Poultry
Association

What & where is the
keel?
-flexible wedge of
cartilage at tip of
breastbone

Where is the vent?
-small opening on
fluffy butt where eggs
& excrement (poop)
come out

Where do you check
for lice?
-near base of feathers
& around vent

What does NPIP
stand for?
-National Poultry
Improvement Plan

Senior (age 16-18)
What is dubbing?
-procedure of
removing the comb &
wattles; helps prevent
damage from freezing
& fighting

What does APA
stand for?
-American Poultry
Association

What is the purpose
of the gizzard?
-mechanical stomach
of the bird; helps grind
food

Name a parasite that
attacks feathers &
how to treat.
-Lice. Dust or spray,
sanitize

What is the most
important nutrient?
-Water

Name a young
turkey.
-poult

Name a male turkey.
-Tom

Name a female
turkey.
-Hen



Showmanship Tasks to Demonstrate

Novice (1st year)
● Parts of the head
● Display the wing
● Primary flight feathers
● Secondary flight feathers
● Display the tail
● Parts of the leg (toe & hock)
● Incubation period
● Brooder temperature
● Name a disease
● Find the back
● Find the saddle
● Show the wing bar or bow

Junior (age 9-12)
● Any questions from novice list
● Where is the fluff
● Name an internal parasite & how

to treat it
● Dew claw
● Display the feet
● What does NPIP stand for
● # of primary flight feathers
● # of secondary flight feathers
● Where is the keel

Intermediate (age 13-15)
● Any questions from novice & junior
● Find the preen gland
● Where do you check for lice &

how to treat it
● Find the vent
● Show main tail feathers
● What does OPA stand for

Senior (age 16-18)
● Questions from previous lists
● What is dubbing
● Name a parasite that attacks

feathers & how to treat
● Who administers NPIP in Ohio
● Describe artificial insemination in

poultry
● Most important nutrient
● What does APA stand for
● Name 3 popular meat ducks
● Name of young turkey, male,

female

Advanced (any winner from each class)
● Any questions from all classes
● Purpose of the gizzard
● Where sex feathers are on a

chicken
● Name a breed with a speculum
● Purpose of the snood
● Only breed with double spurs
● Name 3 breeds named after

states
● Two ways to sex chickens
● Three ways to sex a duck



Showmanship Task Answers…

Incubation period
Chickens 20-21 days
Turkeys 28 days
Ducks 28 days
Geese 28-35 days
(breed dependent)

Brooder temperature–95 degrees

NPIP-National Poultry Improvement Plan

Primary flight feathers-10
Secondary flight feathers-10
Tail feathers- 10-12

Keel–Flexible wedge of cartilage at tip
of breastbone

Preen gland (uropygial)-near base of tail

Lice-check near base of feathers &
around vent

Vent location–small opening on fluffy
butt where eggs & excrement come
Out

OPA–Ohio Poultry Association

Dubbing-Procedure of removing the
comb & wattles; helps prevent
damage from freezing & fighting

NPIP–administered by the Ohio Poultry
Association

Most important nutrient–water

APA–American Poultry Association

Purpose of gizzard–the mechanical
stomach of the bird; grinds food

Sex feather on a chicken–wings;
females longer varying in size,
males are all same length

Breed with a speculum–Mallards &
Green Winged Teal; an iridescent
patch of feathers

Purpose of a snood–to attract a mate

Breed with double spurs–Sumatra

Breeds named after states–Jersey
Giant, New Hampshire, Delaware,
Rhode Island Red

2 ways to sex a chicken–feathers & vent

3 popular meat duck breeds–Pekin,
Rouen, Muscovy

3 ways to sex a duck–feathers, vent,
voice

Terms for young turkey, male, female–
Poult, tom, hen















Chicken Wing Parts 



Turkey Wing Parts 



DISEASE Symptoms Transmission Treatment
Avian Influenza (all poultry) usually no symptoms, 

(sometimes respiratory 
problems); sudden death

viral; transmission from wild 
birds (esp water fowl), bird 
droppings, bird to bird

eradication (to prevent, practice 
strict biosecurity measures)

Blackhead (all poultry) decreased appetite, increased 
thirst, droopiness, diarrhea, 
darkening of the head

protozoan parasites in worms; 
birds eat infected worms or soil 
that contains it

sanitation, medication

Blue Comb or Turkey 
Coronavirus (turkeys)

low appetite, lethargy, diarrhea, 
death

Viral; bird droppings eradication (to prevent, keep 
birds warm/dry

Bumblefoot (all poultry) hot swollen footpads, black or 
brown scabs on bottom of foot

bacterial; enters the foot 
through a cut or scrape in skin 
then walking on dirty wet 
bedding 

sanitation, medication

Botulism (all poultry) weakness, limp neck muscles, 
paralysis, death

bacterial; consumption of 
decaying matter like old, wet 
food or decaying food scraps

clean/disinfect water & food 
bowls regularly, remove rotten 
food, feed only clean, dry food

Coccidiosis (all poultry) pale droopy birds, diarrhea, 
huddling, foul odor

protozoan parasites; contact 
with droppings

sanitation, medication

Duck Virus Enteritis or Duck 
Plague (ducks)

diarrhea, thirst, hemmorrhages 
throughout body, death

bird to bird, contaminated 
water/food, infected litter

vaccination

Duck Virus Hepatitis (ducks) sudden death Viral; bird droppings or in 
brooder, affects ducks 2 days - 4 
wks of age

vaccination (to prevent, strict 
sanitation and practice 
biosecurity measures)

Fowl Cholera (all poultry) swollen wattles, darkening of 
head & unfeathered parts, 
difficulty breathing, lethargy, 
sudden death

bacterial; bird droppings and 
contiminated bedding, feed, 
water

eradication of infected birds & 
strict sanitation

Fowl Pox, Avian Pox (all 
poultry)

lesions on comb, wattles, 
mouth, throat; drop in egg 
production

viral; bird to bird and by infected 
misquitoes

vaccination

Infectious Bronchitis (all 
poultry)

respiratory distress like coughing 
& gasping

viral; bird to bird vaccination

Poultry Diseases / Parasites  



Infectious Sinusitus (turkeys) swelling under the eye, will swell 
shut, coughing, sneezing, 
stunted growth

bacterial ( mycoplasma 
gallisepticum); bird to bird, 
droppings, contaminated 
materials, transmitted into eggs 
from infected hens

eradication (to prevent, 
vaccination & practice strict 
biosecurity measures)

Fowl Thyphoid (now mostly 
chickens, has been found in 
ducks/turkeys)

lethargy, yellow diarrhea, 
sporadic mortality

bacterial (salmonella 
gallinarum); affects adult 
birds,transmitted into eggs from 
infected hens or if adult chicken 
eats eggs

strict sanitation, (to prevent, 
practice strict biosecurity 
measures)

Note: fowl typhoid & pullorum are closely related; you may see the names interchangeably

Pullorum/Bacillary White 
Diarrhea (now mostly 
chickens, has been found in 
ducks/turkeys)

droopiness, white diarrhea, 
pasted vent, 

bacterial (salmonella pullorum); 
affects birds up to 3 wks 
old,transmitted into eggs from 
infected hens or cannibalism

eradication (to prevent, practice 
strict biosecurity measures)

PARASITES Symptoms Transmission Treatment
Ascarid, round worm droopiness, diarrhea, 1 1/2 

inches to 3 inches long
birds eat worm eggs passed 
through bird droppings; worms 
live in intestine but may migrate 
into oviduct and become 
incorporated into hen's egg

Cecal worms (all poultry) small white worms up to 1/2 
inch, normally do not affect 
bird's health themselves, but are 
carriers of bacteria

birds eat worms in droppings or 
earthworms; cecal worms can 
contain bacteria that causes 
blackhead 

medication (levamisole & 
fenbendazole)

Lice (all poultry) small insects, 6 legs, larger than 
mites; look along shaft of 
feather for insect, will lay eggs in 
clusters 

bird to bird dust or spray, strict sanitation

Mites (all poultry) very small insects, usually first 
around vent, then spreading to 
comb, wattle, rest of bird

bird to bird dust or spray, strict sanitation

Thread worms, capallaria 
worms (all poultry)

reduced growth, reduced egg 
production, death; found in 
crop/esophagus

worms lay eggs in esophagus 
and are passed in droppings

preventative measures (clean 
bedding, strict sanitation)
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#8

A type of internal parasite (small in size, white in color) that infest the ceca. They are 
extremely common and thrive on the ground or litter of overcrowded bird 

enclosures. Eggs are also ingested by earthworms, which are then consumed by the 
chicken who becomes infected through the earthworm. 



Health Key:

1. Bumblefoot
2. Coccidiosis

3. Mites
4. Lice

5. Fowl Pox
6. Blackhead

7. Fowl Cholera
8. Cecal Worms
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