
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.  

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

trumbull.osu.edu 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

2023  
Dairy Skillathon 

Materials 

















Dairy Health Card #1
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Dairy Health Card #6

You’re the Vet:

You walk into the barn and notice your calf isn’t 
feeling well. You take its temperature. The 

thermometer reads 103.2 degrees Fahrenheit. 
You also notice that it is breathing heavy, 

coughs and has a mucus discharge coming from 
its nose. What might it have or be coming down 

with?



You’re the Vet:

This disease can be maintained 
by giving one of these items by 

mouth. This can be given to 
prevent this disease if you 

suspect your dairy 
steer/calf/heifer/cow has 

swallowed or ingested a piece 
of wire, nail, screw or any 

other piece of metal. Can you 
name the item pictured and 

the name of the disease?

Dairy Health Card #7



Dairy Health Card #8



You’re the Vet:

Its milking time. You go to fore strip 
your cow before attaching the milking 

unit. You notice she has flakey milk 
clots in her milk. Her front quarter is 
also swollen and hard to the touch. 

What might your cow have?

Dairy Health Card #9



Dairy Health Card #10

You’re the Vet:

Your highest producing cow just calved! A 
day or two after calving, you walk into the 
barn to find her laying down, unable to get 

up.  She has cold ears and is acting 
sluggish. Your farm hand thinks an IV of 
calcium will make her feel better. What 

might your cow be experiencing? 



Dairy Health Card #11

You’re the Vet:

This condition occurs when rapid 
fermentation in the rumen causes too 
much gas to be produced. The rumen 

swells and the animal can not get rid of 
the gas. 

Signs of this condition include swelling 
through the middle part of the body and 

uncomfortable movement. 



Dairy Health Card #12

You’re the Vet:

Cattles who graze on pasture grass are 
susceptible to this type of parasite. If 

cattle are not treated, they can become 
thin and may have a rough hair coat. This 
health problem can be easily prevented 

with an injection, pour on, powder, 
paste, etc in the early spring.



Dairy Health Card #13

You’re the Vet:

You recently got your calf 
dehorned. It seems to be doing 
fine until one morning you walk 
out to discover it has a little bit 

of blood and a cloudy mucous or 
fluid around the horn. Your calf 

seems to be acting a little 
sluggish. What could be wrong?



Dairy Health Card #14

You’re the Vet:

You are a farm hand on a 
neighbor’s farm.  You walk in the 
barn and notice a few newborn 
calves in a pen. The farmer tells 
you he forgot to spray iodine on 
the navels last night when they 
were born. A few days later, you 
notice one calf’s naval is swollen 

and red. What may be wrong?



Dairy Health Key
1. Ringworm (scaly patches on face, neck, body)
2. Scours or Diarrhea
3. Foot Rot (also acceptable: ulcer or abscess)
4. Warts
5. Pinkeye
6. Pneumonia
7. Hardware Disease (use a magnet)
8. Udder Edema or Swelling (prior to calving)
9. Mastitis/Mammary Infection
10. Milk Fever/Hypocalcemia 
11. Bloat
12. Internal Parasites/Worms
13. Dehorning Infection
14. Naval Infection
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