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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

We experienced some extreme weather last 
weekend, heat waves and heavy rains 
wreaked havoc on the area. Many are 
dealing with flooding issues in their fields and 
in their homes from this weekends rains. 
Mother nature continues to deal us blow after 
blow this year.

The Western Bean Cutworm Moth numbers 
will be picking up this week as the moths will 
be laying eggs in corn that is about to tassel 
(like the corn shown in todays picture). Read 
the first article to learn how to scout for WBC 
egg masses.
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Western Bean Cutworm: It’s time to scout for egg 
masses! 
 By: WBC Team 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/western-bean-
cutworm-it%E2%80%99s-time-scout-egg-masses  
 
Results from week four of The Ohio State University Western bean cutworm (WBC) 
monitoring network has resulted in an increase of moths captured in the majority of Ohio 
counties; which means now is the time to get out and scout for egg masses.  Last 
week’s trap count included WBC adults captured from July 15 – July 21. A total of 26 
counties monitored 79 traps across Ohio. Overall, trap counts increased, resulting in a 
total of 2001 WBC adults (287 total last week) and a statewide average of 25.3 
moths/trap (up from 3.8 average last week) (Figure 1). A WBC statewide average of 
25.3 is similar to what we observed in the WBC peak week in 2018 (25.1) (Figure 2).  
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/western-bean-cutworm-it%E2%80%99s-time-scout-egg-masses
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/western-bean-cutworm-it%E2%80%99s-time-scout-egg-masses
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Scouting and management.  You can view our scouting video here.  
• Check pre-tassel corn approaching tassel fields first – females prefer these fields 

to deposit eggs. 
• To scout for eggs or larvae, choose at least 20 consecutive plants in 5 random 

locations (scout different areas of the field that may be in different growth 
stages). 

• Inspect the uppermost 3–4 leaves. 
• Threshold (when to consider treatment): 

o Field corn, if >8% of inspected plants have eggs or 
larvae. 

o Sweet corn, if >4% of inspected plants have eggs or 
larvae for the processing market or on >1% of plants for 
fresh-market. 

What you are looking for. 
WBC egg masses are often found on the upper leaf surfaces in 
clusters. Eggs laid by WBC are round and first appear white, then tan 
and then a dark purple. Once eggs turn purple, they will hatch within 
24 to 48 hours (Figure 3). WBC egg masses can be easily confused 
with stink bug egg masses; however, stink bug eggs are larger in size 
and are more barrel shaped with a ring of hairs around the top. 
  
Figure 3. WBC egg mass. 

https://youtu.be/qGjpwtfkObM
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Treatment. 
If infestations exceed threshold, many insecticides are available to adequately control 
WBC, especially those containing a pyrethroid. However, as with any ear-burrowing 
caterpillar pest, timing is critical. Insecticide applications must occur after egg hatch, or 
after tassel emergence, but before caterpillars enter the ear. If eggs have hatched, 
applications should be made after 95% of the field has tassel. If eggs have not hatched, 
monitor for the color change. Hatch will occur within 24–48 hours once eggs turn purple. 
To search for larval injury after it has occurred, search the corn for ears having feeding 
holes on the outside of the husks. 
 
 
Hemp Bill headed to DeWine’s desk 
By: Ellen Essman, Senior Research Associate 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07192019-1206pm/ohio-ag-law-
blog%E2%80%94hemp-bill-headed-dewine%E2%80%99s-desk 
 
It’s been a busy week in Columbus, with the Ohio General Assembly sending multiple 
bills to Governor Mike DeWine for his signature.  One of the bills is one we have been 
following very closely—Substitute Senate Bill 57, or the “hemp bill.” 
 
Bill history 
 
Ohio’s hemp bill was originally introduced in the Senate in February.  The bill was 
written in response to the 2018 federal Farm Bill, which gave states the option to create 
hemp programs so that citizens within the state could cultivate and sell hemp products.  
For a breakdown of the Farm Bill, see our post here.  Ohio’s hemp bill passed the 
Senate in March, and was sent to the House, where numerous amendments were 
made.  
 
House amendments 
 
The Ohio House made many changes to the Senate’s original hemp bill.  In June, we 
highlighted those changes in a post you can find here.  Most importantly, the House 
version, in addition to requiring a license to cultivate hemp, also requires a license to 
process hemp into different products. Additionally, the House’s substitute version of the 
bill created a Hemp Marketing Program, which would be similar to other grain and 
soybean marketing programs, added legally cultivated hemp to the list of agricultural 
uses permitted under CAUV, required setbacks between hemp and medical marijuana 
cultivation, and banned people from obtaining both hemp licenses and medical 
marijuana licenses, among other changes.  
 
This week’s developments 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07192019-1206pm/ohio-ag-law-blog%E2%80%94hemp-bill-headed-dewine%E2%80%99s-desk
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07192019-1206pm/ohio-ag-law-blog%E2%80%94hemp-bill-headed-dewine%E2%80%99s-desk
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We were not expecting the hemp bill to pass the General Assembly this week, as House 
Speaker Larry Householder indicated in June that the House would not vote on the bill 
until September 2019.  However, on July 17, 2019, the bill passed in the House with 
emergency language, and the changes were quickly accepted by the Senate. During 
the July 17 afternoon legislative session, we were given some possible insight into why 
the bill passed so quickly and unexpectedly; State Representative Koehler spoke about 
the need to help Ohio’s farmers given all the struggles they currently face.  
Representative Koehler viewed quick passage of the bill as an opportunity for Ohio 
farmers to potentially have a new commodity crop in the ground next spring. 
 
 The emergency language in the final version of the bill means that once signed by the 
Governor, the law will go into immediate effect.  In other words, once the bill passes, 
hemp and hemp products will be decriminalized in Ohio and the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) will be able to immediately begin the process of writing regulations to 
carry out the new hemp cultivation and processing programs.  
 
Great! Can I plant hemp right now? 
 
No. Even with the emergency language in the bill, a few things still need to happen 
before farmers can plant hemp.  First and most obviously, Governor DeWine still needs 
to sign the bill into law.  Then, ODA must begin its hemp program rulemaking.  The 
rules will not become effective until the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
approves of Ohio’s hemp program.  After USDA approves the program, then ODA will 
be able to approve licenses for those who want to cultivate and process hemp. The Ag 
Law Blog will keep you updated on the hemp rules and USDA’s decision—stay tuned! 
 
Delayed Corn Planting the Disease Risk in Corn 
By: Pierce Paul 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/delayed-corn-
planting-disease-risk-corn  
 

Disease Risk. In Ohio, several foliar 
diseases are of greater concern in late-
planted corn for a number of reasons, 
including: 1 – for diseases like gray leaf spot 
(GLS), northern corn leaf blight (NCLB), and 
eye spot that are caused by pathogens that 
overwinter in corn stubble, delayed planting 
allows more time for inoculum (spores) to 
buildup, especially in no-till, corn-on-corn 
fields and 2 – for diseases like common and 
southern rust that are caused by pathogens 
that do not overwinter in Ohio, planting late 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/delayed-corn-planting-disease-risk-corn
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/delayed-corn-planting-disease-risk-corn
https://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/newsletter_article/image/Side-by-Side%20Disease%20of%20Corn.jpg
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allows more time for spore for blow up from southern states. So, with late planting, not 
only are more spores likely to be available to infect the crop, they are also more likely to 
infect the crop at an earlier growth stage and under conditions that are more favorable 
for disease development. Let us use gray leaf spot as an example. In a “normal” year, 
although lesions may develop early in the season, this disease typically takes off and 
spreads after pollination (VT/R1) when the number of spores in the air is high and the 
weather becomes favorable for infection. Depending on where you are in the state, 
VT/R1 usually occurs sometime in mid-July. Planting late does not prevent spores from 
building up or conditions from becoming favorable for the gray leaf spot fungus to infect 
plant in mid-July, however, the primary difference it that instead of infecting plants at the 
VT/R1 growth state, the fungus will be infecting plants at a much earlier growth stage, 
V8-V12, for instance. If the hybrid is susceptible and conditions become favorable, 
high levels of infection at V8-V12 will result in greater and more rapid diseases 
development, and consequently, greater damage to the upper leaves before grain-fill is 
complete. This is also true for NCLB, eye spot, and southern rust. 
  
So, what should I do: Given the scenario described above, the obvious questions are 
“should I spray my field e arlier this year?” and “will I see a greater benefit from 
treating my field at V10 or V12 than at VT/R1?” Remember, regarding of when 
infections occur, disease development and yield loss still depend on how susceptible 
the hybrid is and how favorable weather conditions become, particularly during 
pollinations and early grain-fill. Since 2010, we have mimicked the scenario of early 
infection by planting highly susceptible hybrids into no-till fields that were planted back-
to-back-to-back to corn. These were fields with very high spore numbers. We then 
compared early (V5-7) applications of several different fungicides to VT/R1 and V5+R1 
applications. In all cases, we found that applications made at silking (R1) or tasseling 
(VT) were the most effective in terms of foliar disease control and yield response. 
Although we did see a yield benefit to treatments applied between V5 and V10 in some 
years, the average yield increase was often lower and more variable with the early 
applications compared to the VT/R1 applications. Similarly, on average, the yield 
response was much lower and more variable when fungicides were used under low 
disease pressure or in the absence of foliar diseases. Over the years we have found 
that fungicides tend to be most profitable and the yield response most consistent when 
conditions are favorable for disease development and susceptible hybrids are planted, 
especially in a no-till, continuous-corn field. Follow the labels and keep your eyes on the 
fungicide price and application cost when making a decision. Below are the guidelines 
commonly used for making fungicide application decisions: 

• Susceptible hybrids: If disease symptoms are present on the third leaf below 
the ear or higher on 50% of the plants examined, a fungicide is recommended. 

• Intermediate hybrids:  If disease symptoms are present on the third leaf below 
the ear or higher on 50% of the plants examined, AND the field is in an area with 
a history of foliar disease problems, the previous crop was corn, and there is 
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35% or more surface residue, and the weather is warm and humid through July 
and August, a fungicide is recommended. 

• Resistant hybrids:  Fungicide applications generally are not recommended. 
  
But this year is very different! Indeed, it is, and the approach for scouting for 
diseases will have to be different as well. You will have to scout fields more 
carefully and frequently, and look for multiple diseases developing 
simultaneously  – the crop is developing fast, and diseases will likely spread quickly as 
well, if the weather is favorable. Look for regular diseases like eye spot, GLS, NCLB 
and common rust; be on the lookout for explosives and damaging diseases like 
southern rust; and keep your eyes out for emerging diseases like tar spot.  Eye Spot - 
Small circular to oval lesions, with a tan to grayish center and a yellowish halo, 
beginning on the leaves below the ear and progressing up the plant. This disease tends 
to be very common in no-till fields, and is favored my moderate temperatures and 
abundant rainfall. Gray leaf spot (GLS) - Grayish, rectangular lesions that develop first 
on the leaves below the ear. This disease usually begins developing close to or after 
tasseling and is favored by warm, humid conditions. Like eye spot, gray leaf spot also 
tends to be more of a concern in no-till corn fields. Northern Corn Leaf Blight 
(NCLB) - This is another residue-borne disease that develops best under wet, humid 
conditions. However, it prefers slightly cooler conditions than those favorable for the 
development of gray leaf spot. Lesions are large, cigar-shaped and gray-green to tan in 
color. Common Rust - This is not a residue-borne disease, as such, its development is 
not affected by crop rotation and tillage. Spores are blown in from the south. Like 
northern corn leaf blight, it develops best under cool, humid conditions. The symptoms 
are large, cinnamon-brown, elongated pustules scattered over both surfaces of the leaf. 
Do not confuse common rust with the more damaging Southern Rust which produces 
smaller, circular, reddish-orange pustules, predominantly on the upper surface of the 
leaf, and occasionally on the stems and husks. Southern rust develops best under 
warm, humid conditions. Tar spot is new to Ohio. It was detected for the first time in 
2018. The symptoms are raised circular, brown to black lesions scattered across both 
surfaces of the leaf. It is favored by moderate temperatures, high relative humidity, and 
extended periods of leaf wetness, and is often more severe in no-till, continuous-corn 
fields. 
 
Tax Planning in an Unusual Year: Prevented Planting 
Indemnity Payments, Market Facilitation Payments 
and Cost-Share Payments 
By: Barry Ward, Leader, Production Business Management & Director, OSU Income 
Tax Schools 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07182019-254pm/ohio-ag-law-blog-tax-
planning-unusual-year-prevented-planting-indemnity 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07182019-254pm/ohio-ag-law-blog-tax-planning-unusual-year-prevented-planting-indemnity
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07182019-254pm/ohio-ag-law-blog-tax-planning-unusual-year-prevented-planting-indemnity
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Prevented Planting Crop Insurance Indemnity Payments 
 
With unprecedented amounts of prevented planting insurance claims this year in Ohio 
and other parts of the Midwest, many producers will be considering different tax 
management strategies in dealing with this unusual income stream. In a normal year, 
producers have flexibility in how they generate and report income. In a year such as this 
when they will have a large amount of income from insurance indemnity payments the 
flexibility is greatly reduced. In a normal year a producer may sell a part of grain 
produced in the year of production and store the remainder until the following year to 
potentially take advantage of higher prices and/or stronger basis. For example, a 
producer harvests 200,000 bushels of corn in 2019, sells 100,000 bushels this year and 
the remainder in 2020. As most producers use the cash method of accounting and file 
taxes as a cash based filer, the production sold in the following year is reported as 
income in that year and not in the year of production. This allows for flexibility when 
dealing with the ups and downs of farm revenue. 
 
Generally, crop insurance proceeds should be included in gross income in the year the 
payments are received, however Internal Revenue Code Section (IRC §) 451(f) 
provides a special provision that allows insurance proceeds to be deferred if they are 
received as a result of “destruction or damage to crops.” 
 
As prevented planting insurance proceeds qualify under this definition, they can qualify 
for a 1 year deferral for inclusion in taxable income. These proceeds can qualify if the 
producer meets the following criteria: 
 

1. Taxpayer uses the cash method of accounting. 
2. Taxpayer receives the crop insurance proceeds in the same tax year the crops 

are damaged. 
3. Taxpayer shows that under their normal business practice they would have 

included income from the damaged crops in any tax year following the year the 
damage occurred. 

The third criteria is the sometimes the problem. Most can meet the criteria, although if 
producers want reasonable audit protection, they should have records showing the 
normal practice of deferring sales of grain produced and harvested in year 1 
subsequently stored and sold in the following year. To safely “show that under their 
normal business practice they would have included income from the damaged crops in 
any tax year following the year the damage occurred” the taxpayer should follow IRS 
Revenue Ruling 75-145 that requires that he or she would have reported more than 50 
percent of the income from the damaged or destroyed crops in the year following the 
loss. A reasonable interpretation in meeting the 50% test is that a farmer may aggregate 
the historical sales for crops receiving insurance proceeds but tax practitioners differ on 
the interpretation of how this test may be met. 
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One big problem with these crop insurance proceeds is that a producer can’t divide it 
between years. It is either claimed in the year the damage occurred and the crop 
insurance proceeds were received or it is all deferred until the following year. The 
election to defer recognition of crop insurance proceeds that qualify is an all or nothing 
election for each trade or business IRS Revenue Ruling 74-145, 1971-1. 
 
Tax planning options for producers depend a great deal on past income and future 
income prospects. Producers that have lower taxable income in the last 3 years (or tax 
brackets that weren’t completely filled) may want to consider claiming the prevented 
planting insurance proceeds this year and using Income Averaging to spread some of 
this year’s income into the prior 3 years. Producers that have had high income in the 
past 3 years and will experience high net income in 2019 may consider deferring these 
insurance proceeds to 2020 if they feel that this year may have lower farm net income. 
 
Market Facilitation Payments 
 
When the next round(s) of Market Facilitation Payments (MFPs) are issued, they will be 
treated the same as the previous rounds for income tax purposes. These payments 
must be taken as taxable income in the year they are received. As these payments are 
intended to replace income due to low prices stemming from trade disputes, these 
payments should be included in gross income in the year received. As these payments 
constitute earnings from the farmers’ trade or business they are subject to federal 
income tax and self-employment tax. Producers will almost certainly not have the option 
to defer these taxes until next year. Some producers waited until early 2019 to report 
production from 2018 and therefore will report this income from the first round of Market 
Facilitation Payments as taxable income in 2019. 
 
Producers will likely not have the option of delaying their reporting and subsequent MFP 
payments due to the fact they are contingent upon planted acreage reporting of eligible 
crops and not yield reporting as the first round of MFP payments were. 
 
Cost Share Payments 
 
Increased prevented planting acres this year have many producers considering cover 
crops to better manage weeds and erosion and possibly qualify for a reduced MFP. 
There is also the possibility that producers will be eligible for cost-share payments via 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service for planting cover crops. Producers should 
be aware that these cost-share payments will be included on Form 1099-G that they will 
receive and the cost-share payments will need to be included as income. 
 
You are advised to consult a tax professional for clarification of these issues as they 
relate to your circumstances. 
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Hay Quality 2019; It’s Déjà vu All Over Again! 
By: Stan Smith, PA, Fairfield County OSU Extension 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2019/07/17/hay-quality-2019-its-deja-vu-all-over-again/  
 

Coming off a year where quality 
forages for beef cattle were in short 
supply throughout Ohio, now in mid-
2019 we find that inventory remains 
critically low. With the National Ag 
Statistics Service (NASS) estimating 
only 60% of Ohio’s first cutting hay 
harvest was completed by the first of 
July, it’s apparent that Ohio cattlemen 
will again be faced with finding ways 
to make “feed” from hay that was 
harvested way past it’s prime. 

A forage probe for sampling hay might be the  
most valuable tool you can use in 2019! 
 
As an example of the hay quality we’re seeing, a recent forage analysis on some 
Fairfield County mixed grass hay that was mowed on June 25th and baled on June 29 – 
after also getting lightly rained on once – came back showing 6.85% protein and 
38.02% TDN (total digestible nutrients) on a dry matter basis. The ADF (acid detergent 
fiber) was 51.63% and the NDF (neutral detergent fiber) was 65.51%. 
I could tell you that’s not good, but perhaps a better way is to compare it to wheat straw. 
When you look up the “book values” for the feed nutrient content of straw you find 
that for the most part, this hay is little better than typical wheat straw. With so much first 
cutting hay being made in late June and beyond this year, as Yogi Berra would have 
said, “it’s déjà vu all over again!” 
 
Feed of the quality referenced in the forage sample analysis above and fed as long 
stem hay, even when offered in unlimited amounts, simply won’t satisfy the nutritional 
requirements of a cow at any time during the year, including during her time of least 
nutritional need when she’s dry during mid-gestation. 
Without amendment, feeding this quality of forage for 
very long results in cows with lesser body condition, 
delayed return to estrus, lower conception rates, 
lighter weaning weights, lower quality colostrum, and 
even perhaps weak calves at birth. 
 
Processing or chopping mature, long stem, grass 
hay can increase the rate of forage digestion 30% 
 

http://u.osu.edu/beef/2019/07/17/hay-quality-2019-its-deja-vu-all-over-again/
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Considering that a forage supply and quality problem exists across Ohio and extends 
throughout much of the Midwest, it’s not realistic to expect we can replace all the poor-
quality hay being made this year with purchased hay or a properly made second or third 
cutting. While growing additional forages on Prevented Planting corn and soybean 
acres for harvest this fall may relieve some of the pressure, it’s apparent it’ll be 
necessary to find ways to effectively utilize the lesser quality first cutting hay we 
presently have. There are options available to accomplish just that, and time to create 
and implement strategies that allows it without cow health suffering. 
As you consider alternatives for making feed from late made, low digestible forages, 
and stretching the supply of any high quality forages that might be in inventory, consider 
this brief checklist: 
 

• Sample, test and inventory each lot of hay that’s made. Similar qualities of hay 
should be stored together in order that they can be found and fed at the most 
opportune times during the hay feeding season. 

• Can bunk feeding cows during the winter months be made an option? This allows 
for limited supplementation of extra energy and/or protein in the correct amounts 
at the correct times. 

• Could processing poor quality long stem hay into smaller particle size be made 
an option? Reducing the large particle size of mature long stem grass hay to two 
to 6 inches in length can increase the rate of forage digestion enough that it 
allows cows to consume 25-30% more forage daily. 

• Optimize the quantity and quality of subsequent hay cuttings this year by 
fertilizing now. At a minimum, applying 35 to 50 units of additional nitrogen will 
benefit future cuttings this year. 

 
As the summer progresses, in this publication we’ll continue to look at forage quality 
and specific options for supplementing the hay we have in inventory. In the meantime, 
give serious consideration to how best you can grow additional feed yet this year, and 
strategically supplement poor quality forages, or process them into feed that’s more 
digestible. 
 
 
What Non-Uniform Crop Stages Means for Stink Bug 
Management in Soybean 
By: Kelley Tilmon, Andy Michel 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/what-non-uniform-
crop-stages-means-stink-bug-management-soybean  
 
With all the planting difficulties in 2019 there are soybeans in a much greater variety of 
growth stages than usual this summer.  What does this mean for stink bug 
management?  First, it means that different fields will be in the danger zone at different 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/what-non-uniform-crop-stages-means-stink-bug-management-soybean
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/what-non-uniform-crop-stages-means-stink-bug-management-soybean
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times.  Stink bugs feed on developing pods and seeds, with the potential for damage 
beginning in R3 and R4-R5 being prime damage time, with damage potential still 
lingering in early R6.  This year peak damage potential may be spread over a larger 
window of time.  Second, the latest soybeans to mature will be at extra risk at the end of 
the season.  Stink bug adults are quite mobile and able to move into new fields.  As 
earlier fields mature they will naturally be attracted to fields that are still green.  If only a 
few fields are still green at the tail end of the season the immigration will be 
magnified.   The same is true for bean leaf beetle and pod feeding.  Our monitoring 
shows that this process can continue into October.  Late-maturing fields should receive 
extra scouting attention.  
 
To sample for stink bugs, take multiple 10-sweep samples with a sweep net in multiple 
locations throughout the field. Average the number of stink bugs in the 10-sweep 
samples. The threshold to treat is 4 or more stink bugs (adults and nymphs combined). 
If soybeans are being grown for seed or food, the threshold can be dropped to 2 or 
more stink bugs.  When scouting time is tight (and when isn’t it) scout first at the field 
edges where stink bugs tend to accumulate first.  If they are found in the edges move 
the scouting effort further into the field to assess the extent of infestation.  If populations 
are still mainly on the edge, sometimes an edge treatment can do the job. 
 
For more information about stink bugs and bean leaf beetles in soybeans visit our 
publications at: 
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-48 
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-23 
https://aginsects.osu.edu/sites/aginsects/files/imce/Stink%20bugs%20of%20Ohio%20J
an%2018%202018%20Online.pdf 
 
Late Summer Establishment of Perennial Forages 
By: Rory Lewandowski, CCA, Mark Sulc 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/late-summer-
establishment-perennial-forages  
 
We are quickly approaching the second good opportunity of the year for establishing 
perennial forage stands, which is in the month of August. Most of us were not able to 
establish forages this spring, and many existing stands were damaged by the winter 
followed by the heavy rainfall this year. It is time to make preparations and be ready to 
plant perennial forage stands in the next few weeks. 
 
Typically, the main risk with late summer forage seedings is sufficient moisture for seed 
germination and plant establishment. However, many parts of Ohio have adequate soil 
moisture from recent rains, and the outlook for the first half of August is for normal 
precipitation levels. Prepare now and be ready to take advantage of planting ahead of 
storm fronts as they occur in late July and early August. 

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-48
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-23
https://aginsects.osu.edu/sites/aginsects/files/imce/Stink%20bugs%20of%20Ohio%20Jan%2018%202018%20Online.pdf
https://aginsects.osu.edu/sites/aginsects/files/imce/Stink%20bugs%20of%20Ohio%20Jan%2018%202018%20Online.pdf
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/late-summer-establishment-perennial-forages
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/late-summer-establishment-perennial-forages
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Advantages to late summer forage establishment include the following: forage seedlings 
are not competing with the flush of annual spring and summer weed emergence/growth, 
soil borne root rot and damping off disease organisms that thrive in cool, wet soils are 
usually not an issue, and there may be fewer competing farm tasks than in the spring. 
 
A very important consideration for seeding forages that is especially relevant this year is 
herbicide carryover restrictions. This will certainly be an issue to check on acres where 
corn and soybean herbicides were applied earlier this year in anticipation of planting, 
but rains prevented those crops from being planted. Before you consider establishing 
perennial forages on those prevented plant acres, please be aware that many grain 
crop herbicides have long rotation interval restrictions that will not allow safe planting of 
forages this year. The 2019 Ohio. Indiana, Illinois Weed Control Guide provides a 
summary table of herbicide rotation intervals for alfalfa and clovers (see 
http://go.osu.edu/herbrotationintervals).  Forage grasses are not included in that table, 
but any restrictions will be stated on the herbicide labels. So, be sure to double-check 
your herbicide application history against the rotation restrictions stated on the labels for 
the forages you want to establish. 
 
No-till seeding in August is an excellent choice to conserve soil moisture for good 
germination. Make sure that the field surface is relatively level and smooth if you plan to 
no-till seed because you will have to live with any field roughness for several years of 
harvesting operations. Sclerotinia crown and stem rot is a concern with no-till seedings 
of alfalfa in late summer and especially where clover has been present in the past. This 
pathogen causes white mold on alfalfa seedlings. They become infected during cooler 
rainy spells in late October and November, the disease develops during the winter, and 
seedlings literally "melt away" in winter and early spring. It can be devastating where the 
pathogen is present. No-till is especially risky where clover has been present because 
the sclerotia germinate from a shallow depth. Early August plantings dramatically 
improve the alfalfa's ability to resist the infection. Late August seedings are very 
susceptible, with mid-August plantings being intermediate. 
 
In a no-till situation, minimize competition from existing weeds by applying a burndown 
application of glyphosate before planting. Using no-till when herbicide-resistant weeds 
are present, such as marestail in a previous wheat field, creates a very difficult situation 
with no effective control options, so tillage is probably a better choice in those situations.   
 
Post-emergence herbicide options exist for alfalfa to control late summer and fall 
emerging winter annual broadleaf weeds. A mid- to late fall application of Butyrac (2,4-
DB), bromoxynil, Pursuit or Raptor are the primary herbicide options for winter annual 
broadleaf weeds. Fall application is much more effective than a spring application for 
control of these weeds especially if wild radish/wild turnip are in the weed mix.  Pursuit 
and Raptor can control winter annual grasses in the fall in pure legume stands but not 
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with a mixed alfalfa/grass planting.  Consult the 2019 Ohio, Indiana, Illinois Weed 
Control Guide and always read the specific product label for guidelines on timing and 
rates before applying any product. 
 
For conventional tillage seeding prepare a firm seedbed to ensure good seed-to-soil 
contact. Be aware that too much tillage depletes soil moisture and increases the risk of 
soil crusting. Follow the "footprint guide" that soil should be firm enough for a footprint to 
sink no deeper than one-half inch.  Tilled seedbeds do not need a pre-plant herbicide.  
 
Finally, keep in mind the following factors to increase establishment success. 
 
Soil fertility and pH: The recommended soil pH for alfalfa is 6.5 to 6.8. Forage grasses 
and clovers should have a pH of 6.0 or above. The minimum or critical soil phosphorus 
level for forage legumes is 25 ppm Bray P1 or 34 ppm Mehlich-3 and for grasses it is 15 
ppm Bray P1 and 20 ppm Mehlich-3. The critical soil potassium level is somewhere 
between 100 and 125 ppm for many of our soils. 
 
Seed selection: Be sure to use high quality seed of adapted, tested varieties and use 
fresh inoculum of the proper Rhizobium bacteria for legume seeds. “Common” seed 
(variety not stated) is usually lower yielding and not as persistent, and from our trials the 
savings in seed cost is lost within the first year or two through lower forage yields. 
Planting date: According to the 15th edition of the Ohio Agronomy guide, planting of 
alfalfa and other legumes should be completed between late July and mid-August in 
Northern Ohio and between early and late August in Southern Ohio. Most cool-season 
perennial grasses can be planted a little later. Check the Ohio Agronomy Guide (see 
http://go.osu.edu/forage-seeding-dates). 
 
Planter calibration: If coated seed is used, be aware that coatings can account for up to 
one-third of the weight of the seed. This affects the number of seeds planted in planters 
set to plant seed on a weight basis. Seed coatings can also dramatically alter how the 
seed flows through the drill, so calibrate the drill or planter with the seed going into the 
field. 
 
Seed placement: The recommended seeding depth for forages is one-quarter to one-
half inch deep. It is better to err on the side of planting shallow rather than too deep. 
Do not harvest a new perennial forage stand this fall. The ONLY exception to this rule is 
perennial and Italian ryegrass plantings.  Mow or harvest these grasses to a two and a 
half to three-inch stubble in late November to improve winter survival.  Do not cut any 
other species, especially legumes. 
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Prospects for “Muddied Corn” 
By: Peter Thomison 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/prospects-
%E2%80%9Cmuddied-corn%E2%80%9D 
 
Recent heavy rains have caused widespread flooding and ponding, especially in river 
bottoms and along streams. In some localized areas, this may have resulted in partial 
and complete immersion of corn in nearby fields, especially in low spots. When water 
drains off these fields, plants may be covered to varying degrees with a layer of mud. 
Will corn plants covered by a layer of mud survive and can it perform normally? The 
layers of silty mud covering plants will limit or prevent leaf photosynthesis. Bacteria 
deposited in leaf whorls by flooding can result in disease and kill plants. 
 
On the positive side, most corn in Ohio was at a stage of growth less vulnerable to flood 
damage when it occurred. Most corn is well beyond V6 (the six leaf collar stage) when 
the growing point is at or above the soil surface and less sensitive to flooding and 
associated anaerobic soil conditions. If the duration of flooding was brief, limited to 
several hours, and temperatures are moderate (which they are supposed to be the 
remainder of the week), flooding injury damage should be minimal. If corn was 
subjected to flooding at mid-vegetative stages of development, most leaves on affected 
plants should not be severely impacted by the mud coatings (assuming that mud in the 
whorl does not inhibit normal emergence of subsequent leaves). Corn plants produce 
up to 21 leaves, so at V10, about half the corn leaves have yet to emerge from the 
whorl. The leaves that have yet to emerge are the most important for the corn plant 
because the upper canopy produces most of the corn plant’s yield potential. 
 
According to the National Crop Insurance Service’s defoliation charts, complete leaf 
loss at about V10 results in 28% yield loss. However, it’s unlikely that the photosynthetic 
capacity of leaves has been completely destroyed in plants covered with mud. What’s 
needed now? More rain (without flooding) to wash silt off leaves allowing for resumption 
of photosynthesis. It will also help wash mud out of leaf whorls allowing new leaves to 
emerge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/prospects-%E2%80%9Cmuddied-corn%E2%80%9D
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-23/prospects-%E2%80%9Cmuddied-corn%E2%80%9D
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Extended Forecast from NOAA, Weather.gov  
 
Cortland, OH 

 
 
Jefferson, OH 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
Ohio Manure Science Review 2019  
August 7 – 877 Strasburg Bolivar Road NW, Strasburg, Ohio 
 
Making Quality Hay Workshop 
August 24, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 
 

Lee Beers 

Trumbull County Extension Office 
520 West Main Street 
Cortland, OH 44410 
330-638-6783 
beers.66@osu.edu 
trumbull.osu.edu 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
 

Andrew Holden 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, OH 44047 
440-576-9008 
holden.155@osu.edu 
ashtabula.osu.edu 

 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


 Don’t Miss It!  JULY 30, 2019 @ 2 p.m.

COORDINATED BY

All proceeds benefit:
Ohio Expo Center 
& State Fair
Voinovich Livestock  
& Trade Center

INAUGURAL 
EVENT

cfaes.osu.edu/deanscharitysteershow

Local celebrity exhibitors 
partnered with 

a 4-H member and their steer.

Awards include:
 Best Steer, Showmanship, 

and People’s Choice. 

A “sale,” (same as a 
livestock sale but no actual 

transfer of livestock)
 raising funds to benefit the  

Ronald McDonald House 
Charities® of Central Ohio. 



Mental Health First Aid ®
www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org

8 hour certification will be earned at each training

Interested in taking a Mental Health First Aid Training?
Classes for adults who work with youth will be offered through OSU Extension: 

Community Event: August 20 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

Buckeye Schools Educator Training: August 22 8:00 a.m.
Edgewood High School 2428 Blake Rd, Ashtabula, OH 44004

Register at: http://go.osu.edu/mentalhealthtraining

Sometimes, first aid isn’t

a bandage,  

or CPR,

or the Heimlich,

or calling 911.

Sometimes, first aid is YOU!
Someone you know could be experiencing a mental health 

challenge or crisis. You can help them.
You are more likely to encounter someone — friend, family member, student,

neighbor, or member of the community — in an emotional or mental crisis than  someone having 

a heart attack. Mental Health First Aid teaches a 5-step action  plan to offer initial help to young 

people showing signs of a mental illness or in a  crisis and connect them with the appropriate 

professional, peer, social, or self help  care.

Anyone, ages 18 and over, can take the 8-hour Mental Health First Aid ® or  Youth Mental 
Health First Aid course and receive a 3 year certification from the  National Council for 
Behavioral Health.

Sometimes, the best first aid is you. Take the course, save a life, 

and strengthen your community.

For more information call Ashtabula County OSU Extension at 

440-576-9008

OSU Extension MHFA Team

Jami Dellifield, Hardin County, dellifield.2@osu.edu

Lorrissa Dunfee, Belmont County, dunfee.54@osu.edu

Colleen Fitzgibbons, College of Public Health, fitzgibbons.11@osu.edu 

Heather Gottke, Van Wert County, gottke.4@osu.edu

Misty Harmon, Perry County, harmon.416@osu.edu 

Amanda Raines, Hardin County, raines.74@osu.edu

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

http://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
http://go.osu.edu/mentalhealthtraining
mailto:dellifield.2@osu.edu
mailto:dunfee.54@osu.edu
mailto:fitzgibbons.11@osu.edu
mailto:gottke.4@osu.edu
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mailto:raines.74@osu.edu
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